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WITH 


Some brief RE FLECTIoRS upon Mr. Henry 
Caners SRRMON from Matib. vii. 28, 29. 
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0 N On a Pamphlet intitled, 
| A LETTER from Ariſtocles to Authages 
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By * NATHAN DICKINSON, A: M. 
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Eph. ii. 8, 9. By Grace are ye ſaved, through Faith : and hat not off . 

your ſelves; 3 it is the Gift of God: not of Warks, left any Man fhoult 
boaſt. | 

1 Tim. i. 7. Defiring to be Teachers of the Law, underſtanding neither 
what they fay, nor whereef they affirm. 

1 ſai. el. 10.— My Counſel ſhall 2885 ; and 1 wilt do all my 2 
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Of GOD's ſovereign free Grace: in ſome 
: Rrwmaxxs upon Mr. John Beach's SRR“ 
Mon, from Roz. vi. 23. intitled, A 
SERMON ſhewing that eternal Life is 
 GOD's free Gift, beſtowed upon Men 


according to their moral Behaviour. 


R. Beach enters upon this Diſcourſe with a ſur- 
Rrizing Confidence; and in Effect repreſents all 
thoſe to be either Fools or Knaves, or both, who 
differ from him in the Sentiments, which he here 
eſpouſes. © Whether ( ſays he) it be through 
1 « Weakneſs, or Perverſeneſs, or both, I can't deter- 
mine; but it is notorious, that there is ſuch a Diſtinction kept 
between thoſe who pretend to be Preachers of 4 Goſpel, as that 
bone Sort are ſtiled Exalters of Free-Will, the other are called 
the Preachers of Free- Grace: As if Free-Grace and Free-Will were 
4 directiy ' contrary to each other.“ — A bold Stroke this, againſt all 
3} thoſe who 4eep this Diſtinction, & c. But who are theſe ?— If it ſhould 
appear upon Examination, that the Church of England, to whoſe | 
Xx Liturgy Mr. Beach has declared his hearty Aſſent and Conſent, 
and whoſe Articles he has ſubſcribed, do teach the very Doctrine 
that here ſtands indicted with Weakneſs or Perverſeneſs ; and that 
too in direct and expreſs Oppoſition to the Scheme of Principles 
laid down by him in this Sermon; he. muſt appear but in a very 
4 indifferent Figure as a Clergy-man of the Church of England, un- 
der Vows and Subſcriptions to her Formula's, while eating her 
TJ Bread, and lifting up his Heel againſt her Doctrines. — If it 
F ſhould further appear, that all the Prozefant Churches, without one 
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nal Articles of Religion, and teach as the Church of England does, 
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the Contrariety between Free- Will and Free-Grace, and do 3 
contradict the very Scheme of Principles laid down by Mr. Beac 
in this Sermon; I can't envy him his Character of a'proteftant Mini ſter, 


While directly and publickly oppoſing all the proteſtant Churches, 


in ſome of the moſt important Articles of their Faith. — If it 


mould alſo appear that Mr. Beach's mannerly Sarcaſm does not 
ſtop here, but extends to the ſacred Scriptures, and that his Doc- 


trines are directly oppoſite to the Oracles of God, his Character of 
a Chriflian maſt be recommended by ſomething better than this 
Performance; or elſe it will appear in as dark a View, as his 
Character of a Churchman, or a Proteflant. And once more, 
if Mr. Beach himſelf, in this very Sermon, has ſet Free-Grace and 


Free- Mill in Oppoſition and Contrariety one to the other; and 


has moſt inconliſtently treated upon the Subject in View, he muſt 
then at leaſt ſhare with the reſt of the chriſtian World, in the fine 
Compliment, he is pleaſed to give both himſelf and them. 


If all theſe, Things can be made appear (as I am pretty ſure, 
they can) there will nothing more be needful to be offered in 


Anſwer to this Sermon, but to obviate his plauſible Obje#ions 
againſt the Doctrines which he ſo confidently oppoſes : ' except a 
ſerious Addreſs to thoſe who eſpouſe and propagate theſe his Principles, 
be thought proper and ſeaſonable. 1 R 

I am firſt to conſider, whether the Church of England don't teach 
the very ſame Doctrines, which Mr. Beach thus treats with Diſdain 
and Contempt. That I may ſet this Matter in a proper Light, 
I will exhibit the Articles of the Church of England in one Column, 
and Mr. Beach's Doctrine in another; that the Reader may, in one 
View, behold the Conformity of his Principles to the Articles, unto 
which he is bound by ſuch ſacred Ties. * = W 1 


Article XVII. Of PREDESTINA- 
ION and ELzgpion. | 


Mr. Bzacn's Sermon, 


Now this diſtinguiſhing Mercy 


Predi.ſtination to Life is the ever- 
laſting Purpoſe of God, whereby 


(before the Foundations of the World 


wwere laid) he has conſtantly decreed 
by his Couiifel ſecret to us, to deliver 


from Curſe and Damnation, thoſe 


ewhom he hath choſen in Chriſt out 
of Mankind ; and to bring them by 
Chriſt to everlaſting Salvation, as 
Feffels made to Honour: <vherefore 


. they whobe endurd with fo excellent 
- @ Benefit of Got, be called according 


ro Gea's Purpoſe, by his Spirit 


WF Ring © 


of being tranſlated out of the |» 


Kingdom of Satan, into the King- 
dom of Jeſus Chriſt, and enjoying 
the Privileges of the Goſpel, is 


that Election of Grace, which ſo 


9 
98 


"As. 
1 


often occurs in the New Teſta- © 


ment. 


Now In that God has 
diſtinguiſhed Chriſtians from all the "IF 
reſt of Mankind, by making us 
his peculiar People, therefore all . 
Chriſtians are the E/e#, the Elec- 

tion of Grace, and Veſſels of Mercy.. 
— Which is affirm'd of al 


1 Chri- WF 
ſtians e 


does, ſtians in general, becauſe they are 
ire Grace obey the Calling, they be ju/ſ- ſeparated from, and preferred be- 
Brack tified freely, they be made Sons of fore, the reſt of Mankind, ——In 
nn ter, God by Adoption, they be made like the ſame Senſe gt. Peter uſes the 
rches, to the Image of his only begotten Son Word Ele&, 1 Pet. v. 13. The 
If it Feſus Chrift, they wall religiouſly Church which is at Babylon, elect 
s not in good Works; and at Length by. together wwith you, ſaluteth you. 
Doc- God's Mercy, they attain to ewerlaſ- By their being elect together, he 
er of ing Felicity, | only means,that theſe twoChurch- 
a this As the godly Conſideration of Pre- es were planted about the fame 
5 his duſtination and our Election inChrift, Time. Not that every individual 
more, i, full of ſeveet pleaſant and unſpeak- Perſon in them were, by an eter- 
ce and able Comfort, to godly Perſons, and nal Decree, abſolutely appointed 
and ſuch as feel in themſelves the work- to everlaſting Life. So that ac- 
> muſt ing of the Spirit of Chriftl, morti- cording to the Language of the 
ne fine Hing the Works of the Fleſh, and Holy Scripture, every one of us 
their earthly Members, and draw- Chriſtians belong to the Election 
y ſure ing up their Minds to high and hea- of God's Grace: Yet notwith- 
ed in venly Things; as well becauſe it ſtanding, we ſhall periſh, if we do 
:rfions oth greatly eftabliſh and confirm not walk worthy of God's elect- 
ept a their Faith of eternal Salvation, to ing Love. Hence St. Peter exhorts 
ciples, , be enjoy d thro" Chriſt, as becauſe it Chriſtians, to give Diligence to 
goth ferwently kindle their Love to- make their Calling and Election ſure. 
teach Wards God, &c. Which cannot be meant of an ab- 
Diſdain ſolute perſonal Election: for IF 
Light, THERE BE SUCH A THING, it is not in our Power to make 
lumn, it ſurer and firmer, than God has already made it. (Page 12, 
in one 13, 14, 15 ) = 
* unto i I | TR | 
When Mr. Beach can fairly reconcile this Doctrine of his to the 
XVII Article of the Church of England, which he has ſubſcribed, 
And according to which he is obliged to preach, I here give him my 
Promiſe to reconcile the greateſt Contradictions that he can deviſe, 
Mercy, nd to prove by the ſame Way of Reaſoning which he uſes to that 
Ff the Purpoſe, that Light and Darkneſs, Life and Death, Holineſs and Sin, 
King- are the ſame Thing. 1 5 
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{ Tf the Elect are thoſe, whom God hath conflantly decreed to deliver 
om Curſe and Damnation; then they awho belong to the Elefion of 


Grace, cannot yet notwithſtanding periſh, by walking unworthy of Gods 
2 lecting Love, as Mr. Beach ſays they may. If the Elect are choſen 


i Chrift out of Mankind, to be brought by Chrift to everlaſting Salua- 
ion, as Veſſelt made to Honour, as the Article teaches ; then the en- 
Ving the Privileges of the Goſpel, is not that Election of Grace, which 


ore all %. Aten occurs in the New-Teftament ; and all (viſible profeſſed }) Ghri- 
> Elec- ans are not the Elec, the Election of Grace, and Vefſels.of Mercy, as 
Mercy. RP: Beach ſays they are.—— It cannot be true, that they who are 
| Chri- Pied wuith fo excellent. a Benefit (as Predeſtination to Life) be called 
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 avalk religiouſy in good Works, and at Length by God's Mercy attain 


Origi nal Sin flandeth not in the 


following of Adam (as the Pelagi- 


ans do wainty tali) but in the Fault 


or Corruption of the Nature of every 
Man, that naturally is epgendred 
of the Offipring of Adam, whereby 
Man is very far gone from original 
Righteouſneſs; and is of his own 
ature inclined to Evil, ſo that the 
Fla luſteth againſt the Spirit; and 
therefore m every Perſon born into 
this W orld, it deſerveth God's Wrath 


aud Damnation. 


And to ſay that we loſt our. 


Power in 4dam, does not help the 
Matter : becauſe we could not 
help his Fall. And could we have 
had our Choice when Adam was 
created, I am perſwaded, that no 
Man who had a juſt Regard to his 
own Intereſt, would willingly have 
repoſed ſuch a vaſt Truſt in the 
Hands of Adam, or indeed of the 
beſt Angel in Heaven, as to be 


obliged to be eternally happy or 


miſerable, according to the Choice 
he ſhould make. (P. 19.) — And 
ſo again to the ſame Purpoſe, with 


this additional Circumſtance, that if any periſh by the Imputation of 
Adam's Sin, they meet wich harder Meaſure than the Devils. 


(Page 25, 26.) 


The Compariſon here between Mr. Beach's Sermon and the 4-- 
ticle is obvious enough, that there needs not much to be ſaid, to ſet 
it in a proper Light.— The- Article aſſerts, that in every Perſon born 
into this World, it (original Sin) a: ſerveth God's Wrath aud Damnation. 
On the other Hand, Mr. Beach not only burleſques the Doctrine, 
and treats it with an Air of Contempt; but the whole Deſign of 
his Diſcourſe is to prove, that Adam's Sin, and the neceſſary and 


unavoidable Effects of it, do not 
nation. 


Article X. Of FREE-WiIII. 


The Condition of Man after the 
Fall of Adam zs ſuch, that he can- 
not turn and prepare himſelf, by his 
oa natural Strength, and good 


Works, to Faith and calling upon 
God. Wherefore, we hade no Poxwer 


to do pod Wares pleoſant and ac- 


ceptable 


deſerve God's Wrath and Dam- 


Mr. Bracn's Sermon. 


There is in every one a Powes 
of ſelf · determining, of chuſing or 4 
refuſing, by which a Man can 


comply with, or reject, the Sug- 


geſtions of the Holy Spirit. And 
were it not for this ſelf- moving 
Principle in the Conſtitution of 


io everlaſiing Felicity, as the Article teaches; and yet it be alſo true, 1 

that all who enjoy the Privileges of the Goſpel, belong to the Elee- 3 

dion of Grace; and that theſe may notwithſtanding periſh, by walk. _ 

mig unworthy of God's electing Love, as Mr. Beach teaches that they 7 ,, 
may. But this is ſo plain a Caſe, that there is no Need to inſiſt. 1 

| therefore proceed. | e 0 
Article IX. Of Ox icixAL or Mr. Beacn's Sermon : 

BIRTRH-Six. | | 


"JoveFerom R 


fy — 02 tain I crptable to God, without the Grace Man, he would be no moral A- 


ſo true, / Cod b Chrift preventing us, that gent. (Page 21.) Again, If we 
the Elec- M Kk may x7 18 a good 22 3 and 2 two Men of the ſame na- 


y walk- | = ewvorking with us, when we have tural Abilities, and under the 
that they | that good Will. ſame Advantages and Operations 
inſiſt. of the Holy Ghoſt; the one may 


= ſo improve his N of Condideniaion, as to become a wiſe and 
happy Man, and an eternal Companion of the bleſſed Angels; while 


MG the other by neglecting his Reaſon, and abandoning himſelf to be 
| govern'd by his fteſhly Appetites, may make himſelf ſo vile a 

loſt our Monſter, as to be fit for Nothing but the Portion of Devils. 

help the | (Fage 28.) | 

zuld not 

we have 3 The direct Contrariety of theſe Doctrines is viſible to every Ob- 


dam was _ ſerver. F the Condition of Man after the Fall of Adam is ſuch, that 
that no 3 he cannot turn and prepare himſelf, by his own natural Strength and 
rd to his z good Works, to Faith and calling upon 0 od, as the Article aſſerts, then 
ply have there is not in every one a Power of Self- determining, of chuſing or re- 
t in the 4 Fuſing, by which a Man can comply with, or reject, the Suggeſtions of 
d of the the Holy Sfirit ; Man has not this ſelf-moving Principle in his Confti- 
zs to be 2» eutien, as Mr. Beach teaches us.— f we bade no- Power to do good 
pPy or Work:, pleaſant and acceptable to God, without the Grace of God by _ 
Choice Chr 2/1 precvating us, that we may have a good Will; and working with © 
non And | , us, when we bave that good Will, as the Article aſſerts: then no 
fe, with Man can, by Advantages andAbilities common to the reſt of the World, 
tation of fo improve his Power of Conſideration, as to become a wiſe and happy 
Devils. A Man, and an eternal Compamion to the blefſed Angels, as Mr. Beach 

: | 1 ſays We may. 


he Ar- Article XI. Of the JuSTIFICA- Mr. Bzacu's Sermon. 
d, to ſet 1 ion of Man. | 
Jon born Grace ſaves us in no other Way 


mation. Wie are accounted righteous be- than by our obeying the Goſpel. 
octrine, fore God, only for the Merit of (Page 33.)— Let us labour to ex- 
eſign of F uf Lord and Saxxour Feſus Chriſi, cell in all Moral and Chriſtian 
ary and + &y Faith; and not for our own Virtues, in which is Founded the 
Dam. Works and Deſervings. Where- eternal Happineſs of a rational 
4 ore that wwe are juſtified by Faith Creature. (Page 37- )—Now this 

: 3 | only, is a moſt wholeſom Doctrine. Wedding Garment is a Temper of 

z. A Mind and Life agreeable to the 
® Goſpel, which like an Ornament or Wedding-Garment to the Sou'g 
makes it FIT to appear before God, in the Company of Saints and 
Angel (Page 31.) 


5 
Be. 
45 


» 


Here likewiſe the Contrariety between the Article and Mr. 

3 Beach's Doctrine, is moſt conſpicuous.— To be ſaved NO OTHER 

8 WAY, an by our obeying the Goſpel, as Mr. Beach aſſerts we are, 

Yd to be accounted righteous before God ONLY for the Merit of our 
B 


Lord 


moving | | 
tion of | 3 
Man, 


7 "INDICATION 


ſervings, as the Article aſſerts we be: To have our eternal Happineſs 

FOUNDED : zpor eur Moral and Chriſtian Virtues, as Mr. Beach 
aſſerts, and to be juſtiſied by Faith ONLY, as the Article teaches : To 
be FIT to appear before Ged, by a Trmper of Mind and Life agreeable 
to the Goſpel, like a Wedding Garment to the Soul, as Mr. Beach aſſerts 
we are, and to be righteous before God only for 3 Merit of our Lord 
and * Foy 80 Jeſus Chriſt, by Faith, as the Article teaches : Theſe, I 
ſay, are all, or the - moſt of them, Doctrines as directly oppoſite, 
as Light and Darkneſs. 

J might In like Manner have proceeded to ſhew the Contrariety 
of Mr. Beach's Doctrine, to the XIIIth and XVIIIth Articles of 
the Church of England: But what is already done, is ſufficient 
for a Specimen of his Conformity to the Articles, which he has 
ſubſcribed. 

I am not ignorant, that ſome of our modern and epiſcopal Cler- 
gy have attempted to repreſent theſe Articles as a Noſe of Wax, 
even capable of an Arminian Senſe. 
in it ſelf, than it is ſcandalous to the Church of England, who have 
done all that can be done, to convince the World, that they under- 


ſtood theſe Articles in the plain literal Senſe.— To this End were 


the Articles of Lombeth framed, by the ſupream ecclefiaſtical Gover- 
nours of that Church, conven'd at Lanbet h- Houſe for that Purpoſe, 
New. 20. 1595.—It is true, that the Epiſcopal Clergy are not oblig- 
ed to ſubſcribe theſe Articles; but as they repreſent to us what 
has been the ſtanding Doctrine of the Church of England, and in 
what Senſe the Chur rch has underſtood the XXXIX Articles, which 
are ſubſcribed by all her Clergy, it mayn't be improper to tranſcribe 
three or four of thoſe Articles alſo, and ſet Mr. Beach's Doctrines 

in an oppoſite Column, to further Tepreſent his Conformity to the 
Doctrines of the Church of Ins. 


#0 and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 4 not for our OWN WORKS ad Io. | 


An Attempt no leſs ridiculous 


- Articles III and IV. 


| There is a certain IP definite 
Number of the Predeflinate, avhich 
can nexher be augmented nor dimi- 
wiſhed. 

T hoſe who are not predeſiinated 
to Salvo tian, Hall be neceſſarily 
amd for their Sins. 


. to an elect Number; 
of Adam. (Page 6.) 


(Page 14.) 


Mr. Bracn's Sermon. 


All Chriſtians are ſaid to be 
elected, and choſen before the 
Foundation of the World.— In 
this eternal Election, St. Paul 
comprehends all Chriſtian People. 
(Page 13.) 

And this redeeming Grace is ſo 
free, that it is not confined or re- 


but comprehends the whole Race 
Every one of us Chriſtians belong to 
the Election of God's free Grace; 
periſh, if we do not walk worthy of God's electing Love. 


yet notwithſtanding, we ſhall 
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1nd De- Articles VII and IX. Mr. Bracn's Sermon. 
Beach Saving Grace is not given, is wt Without ſuppoſing, that ſuffici- 
es To } communicated, is not granted to all ent Grace is afforded to ALL, I 
rreeable Men, by which they may be ſaved,if cannot poſſibly underſtand the 
aſſerts they will. Senſe of that Expoſtulation, Jai. 
ur Lord I is not in the Will or Power of v. 2, 4. (Page 23. )—— All 
heſe, I * every one, to be farued. wicked Men are Selt-Murderers, 
ppoſite, becauſe God has put it in their 
q Power to turn and live. (P. 18.) 
rariety 5% | 
icles of I! think, I may now refer it to the Reader, and even to Mr. 
ficient Beach himſelf, whether I han't given full and plain Documents of 
ze has the expreſs Contrariety of this Difcourſe of his, to. the Doctrines of 
. the Church of England: But after all, if this be not ſufficient, I have 
| Cler- much more to offer, when it ſhall be called for. And ſhall now 
Wax, only add, that auhoever affirm the XXXIX Articles to be in Part 
iculous * erroneazs, are ipſo Fafo excommunicated by the Vth Canon of the 
o have + Church of England, 5 
under- 
| were I am next to conſider, whether all the Proteſſant Churches do nat 
FOVEr- unitedly agree with the Church of England, in the Doctrines under 
urpole, : Confiderat:on ; and expreſly oppoſe the Principles ſo confidently 
 oblig- taught by Mr. Beach, in this Sermon. | 
; what It would indeed be too tedious a Work for me, to tranſcribe 
and in the ſeveral Confr/ions of all the reformed Churches. Whoever. wants 
which Satisfaction in this Point, may read the Syntagmæ Confe//ionum, where 
nſcribe 1; he'll have them all in View at once; and ſee what were the firſt 
zRrines Principles of the whole Body of the Reformers, and what are yet 
to the their ſtanding Confeſſions of Faith. He will ſee, that the Sermon 
under Examination, is expreſly contradictory to every one of them, 
without Exception, STE +7 Y 
: 3 J ſhall however, endeavour to give a brief View of Mr. Becach's 
Oppolition to the Judgment of the reformed Churches, by ſhewing 
to be bow theſe Doctrines of his were condemned by them, when they 
re the were by their Delegates conveen'd for that Purpoſe, at the Synod 
— In / DoxrT.—— There the Delegates of the ſeveral Churches (and of 
. Paul the Church of England among the reſt ) ſeparately gave in their 
People. _; Suffrages, in direct Oppoſition to Mr. Beach's Doctrine: And there 
they all unitedly ſtated and repreſented in a true Scripture-Ligbt 
ce is ſo) the DoQtrines of ſpecial Grace; and then proceeded to detect and 
| or 0. Fi”, condemn the contrary. Errors. It will be ſufficient to my preſent 
e Race( Pnrpoſe, to exhibit in one Column ſome of thoſe Things cos demned 
eng to Y them all as dangerous Errors; and to exhibit in the oppoſite | 
e ſhall Column, the ſame Errors taught by Mr. Beach, in this Sermon of | 
* 
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The Synod of Dorr. 


The Synod rejets the Errors of 
thoſe, who teach that every Election 


o Salvation is not immutable ; but 


that ſome of the Ele# (no Decree 
of God hindring it) may periſh, 
and eternally periſh. | 


the End obtain eternal Glory ; an 


4: INDICATION 


Mr. BE Ach', Sermon. 


When God called us to the 5 
Knowledge of Chriſtianity ; and 
elected and diſtinguiſhed us; and 


Preferred us before the reſt of the 


World to be his People, his Deſign 


in this was, that we ſhould excell 
all other Men in Virtue; and in 
d when we do ſo, we make our 


Calling and Election ſure, firm and effectual. But on the contrary, 


when we walk not wortby of our Chriſtian Privileges : But live in 
Wickedneſs, and let not the Goſpel have its genuine Effects upon 
our Hearts and Lives, we then loſe the End of our Calling and Elec- 


tion; and forfeit our Birth-Right as Chriſtians, 


allo, Page 14. 
The Synod of Doxr. 


(Page 15.)—-See fon 


The Synod rejects the Errors of He doth not will an Event, who rar 


" thoſe, wwho teach that God hos of 


his mere righteous Will decreed, to 
leave no Body in the Fall of Adam, 
or to paſs over no Body in the Com- 
munication of Grace, neceſſary to 


' Faith and Converſion. + 


dam does not help the Matter, becauſe we could not prevent his 
Fall. (Page 19.) See alſo Pag. 18. and 23. | 


The Synop of Dorr. 


The Synod rejects the Errors of 
thoſe, who teach that God the Fa- 
ther deſfinated his Son to the Death 


of the Croſs, without any deff ite 


Counſel, of ſaving any one by Name, 
&c.* 


The SyNnop of Doxrr. 
The Synod rejects the Errors of 


z#hoſe, who teach that an unregene- 
rate Man is not properly and totaliy 
dead in Sins, or deſtitute of all ſpi- 


ritual 


I Ada Synodi nationalis Dordrechtane. P. 28 4. 


＋ Page 284. Page 291. 


Er. 

Les 

Mr. BEacn's Sermon. nay 

doth not will the neceſſary Means. — 
And if God is not willing to give Ke 
all Men ſufficient Grace, I cannot in 


conceive how he can be truly ſaid gene 
to be willing and defirous, that 
they ſhould turn and live: and to com 
ſay that we loſt our Power in AZ. we 


Mr. BEeacn's Sermon. 


Chriſt died not for any Man ab- the 


ſolutely (that we know of) but for ſuch 
all conditionally, that they might there 
be eternally happy, if they would of tl 
obey him. (P. 9.) hole 


Mr. Bzacn's Sermon. 


Though Man is a fallen Cre 
ture; yet there is in every one a 
Power of ſelf-determining, of 
chuſing or refuſing, by which a »Þ 

Man 


ritual Strength to God: But he 


of ſovereron Udet. 


Man can comply with, or reject 
the Suggeſtions of the Holy Spirit, 


Mr. Bzacn's Sermon. 


The Reaſon why any are not 
converted and ſeved, is becauſe 
they don't concur and co-operate 
with divine Grace, For when 
God works in us, he does not 
work irreſiſtably; for in that Caſe 
we could not forbear to work out 
our own Salvation. But the Holy 
Ghoſt works ſo in us, that we may 
chuſe whether we will work with 
him, or againſt him. We can at 
the ſame Lime, either quench or 
cheriſh the Spirit, We can either 
reſiſt or comply with the Holy 
Ghoſt ; and according as we do 
either of theſe, ſo we ſhall be ſav. 
ed or damned. So that if we are 


But what is already ſaid, is a ſuf- 


This (ſays the Synod) is a 


an hunger and thirſt after Righte- 
to the i ouſurſs ; and offer the Sacrifite of a (Page 21.) 
„M; and roten and contrite Spirit, which is 
s ; and h accepted of God. 
t of tlhe 
s Deſign © The Synop of Dbkr, 
d excel! . | 
and in The Synod vejefts the Errors of” 
ake our thoſe, who teach that God in the 
ontrary, | Regeneration of Man, does not uſe 
> live in the Strength of his Omnipotency, by 
s upon {Which he powerfully and infallibly 
d Elec. ends the Will to Faith and Conver- 
.)—See fon: That all the Operations of 
+ Grace being ſuppoſed, which God 
uſes to convert a Man, the Man 
7. gray nevertheleſs ſo reſijt God and 
| his Spirit, endeavouring his Regene- 
nt, who vation, and willing to regenergte him, 
Means. . that he may wholly hinder his 
to give Regeneration ; and ſo it may remain 
cannot i his Power, that he ſhould be re- 
-uly ſaid generated, or not be regenerated. || 
us, that | 
: and to converted, it is of Grace; and if we remain wicked, it is becauſe 
er in A. We abuſe Grace, when we could do otherwiſe. (Pag. 20.) 
vent his „ 
1 might in many other Inſtances have ſhewn the direct Contra- 
riety of Mr. Peach's Diſcourſe, to the Doctrine of the reformed 
7. Churches in this their Convention: 
ficient Document to every one, that will open his Eyes, how well 
Man ab- the Man deſerves the Character of a Proteſtaut Minifter, who teaches 
) tut for ſuch Principles as are here found in Mr. Beach's Sermon.— I ſhall 
y might therefore add no more from this Synod, but a Paragraph or two out 
y would of their concluding Exhortation ; which, it concerns Mr. Beach and 
| thoſe who join with him in theſe Pelagian Doctrines, and in his 
pold Invectives againſt the eſtabliſhed Principles of the Proteſtant 
Churches, ſeriouſly to attend to. 
VA | F plain, ſimple and ingenuous Declaration of the Orthodox Doctrine 


- #7 : 


concerning the five Articles, controverted in Holland; and a Re- 


on Cree. 5 jection of thoſe Errors, with which the Church of Holland has 
ry one a been for ſome Time diſturbed, which the Synod judges to be ta- 
ken from the Word of God, and agreeable to the Confeſſions 


ing, of 


Man 
= 
4 I P age 30 5. i Page 3 06 . 


of the reformed Churches. Whence it clearly appears, that they 
whom it leaſt becomes, would inculcate upon the People, what 
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I éam in the next Place to conſider, whether it be more agreable 


* « 


VINDICATION 
« jg contrary to all Truth, Equity and Charity.— The Syaod there- 

t“ fore ſeriouſly admoniſh the Calumniators themſelves, that they 
would ſee how heavy a Judgment of God they lie under, who bear 
* falſe Teſtimonies againſt the Confeſſions of ſo many Churches, 
4 trouble the Conſciences of the weak; and buſy themſelves to 
render the Society of the Faithful ſuſpected to many. 7 


Having thus conſider d how well Mr. Beach's Performance intitles  % 
the Author to the Character of a Church-man, and a Proteſtant : 


to the holy Scriptures, than to the Principles of the reformed jures 
Churches.— And this I ſhall alſo endeavour in the ſame Method! 


have already uſed, by ſetting the Texts of Scripture and his Doctrines prof. 
in Oppoſition to each other, in different Columns. in tl 
| i nM 

Texts of SCRIPTURE, Mr. Beacn's Sermon. as tl 

an: 

Eph. 1. 4, 5, 6. According as Now this diſtinguiſhing Mercy, Wo 
he hath choſen us in him, before the of being tranſlated out of the Glor 
Foundation of the World, that we Kingdom of Satan into the Kinz- I 
ſhould be holy and without Blame dom of Jeſus Chriſt, and enjoyi'% accor 
before him in Love; having predeſti- the Privileges of the Goſpel, is Enjoy 
rated us to the Adoption of Children that Election of Grace, that ſo of- atcor 
by Jeſus Chrift to himſelf, according ten occurs in the New-Teſtament. Wick 


to the good Pleaſure of his Will, to 
the Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace, 


wherein hath made us accepted in the 


Belowed. Rom. ix. 23. And that 


he might mate known the Riches of 


his Glory, on the Veſſels of Mercy, 
ewhich be bad afore prepared unto 
Glory, Rom. viii. 28, 29, 30. 
And we know that all Things work 
together for Good, to them that love 
God, to them who are the called ac- 
cording to his Purpoſe. For whom 
be did foretnow, he alſo did predeſ- 
tinate to be conformed to the lic ge 
of his Son. Moreover, whom he 
did predeſiinate, them he alſo called ; 
and whom he called, them he alſo 


Juſfified; and whim he fuſtiſies, them be | 
33, 35. Who ſhall lay any thing to the Charge of God's Ele7 ? gal 
it is God that juftifieth, Who jhall ſeparate us from the Love of W 


Now in that God has diſtinguiſhed 


Chriſtians from all the reſt of Man- 
kind, by making us his peculiar 


People, therefore all Chriſtians are 
the Elie, the Election of Grace, 
and Veſſeis of Mercy : As the II. 


raelites were once the elect People | L 


of God. (Page 12.) — So that 
according to the Language of the 


holy Scripture, every one of us e 


Chriſtians belong to the Election 
of God's free Grace : 


c Yet not- te 
withſtanding, we ſhall periſh,if we 


don't walk worthy of electing Ve. 


Love. (Page 14.) 


40% glorified — Rom. viii. 


on 


Chriſt ? Shall Tribulation, or Diftreſs, or Perſecution, or Famine, or For th 


' Nakeaneſs, or Peril, or Sword ? 


Nay, in all thile Things we art Ar 
more than Conguerois, thro" him that lived us, | 1 


NC 


, ſovereign Grace, 2 


there 9 The following Reflections are open to every one's Obſervation. 
t they M all the Ele were choſen before the Foundation of the World, 
10 bear 7 hat they ſhould be holy and without Blame before God in Lowe, then 


urches, all profeſſing Chriſtians are not the Elect; for it's evident, that they 


os 


Ives to 


TED: 
by 2 


intitles 
eftant : 1 
greable 
formed _ 
ethod 1 
ocrines 


in the Beloved. 


Moreover, If the Veſſels of Mercy are afore prepared unto Glory, 
n. as the quoted Text aſſures us they are; then all profeſſed Chri- 
ſtians and Goſpel-Enjoyers are not Veſels of Mercy, as Mr. Beach 
Mercy, tells us they be. For all theſe certainly are notprepared unto 
of the Glory. 
ze King- I add, F all Things work together for Good, to them who are called 
enjoying according to God's Purpoſe, as the Text aſſures us; then all that 
oſpel, is enjoy the Privileges of the Goſpel, are not the Elect, nor called 
at ſo of- according 10 Ged's Purpoſe, For many Goſpel-Profeſſors have by their 
ſtament. Wickedneſs provoked God to leave them to themſelves ; are going 
inguiſned on, in their Sins; and laying a Foundation of moſt aggravated 
of Man- Miſery and Ruin in the End. 
peculiar Furthermore, If all auhom God did foreknoav, were prediſtinated to be 
ſtians are eonformed to the Image of his Son, and are called, and juſtified, and will be 
f Grace, glorified, as the Text aſſures us, then all who enjoy the Privileges 
\s the I. of the Goſpel, are not the Eleck: Nor are the Elect liable to pe- 
ct People mh, by walking unworthy of ele&ing Love, as Mr. Beach ſuggeſts. 
So that For all ſuch are not conformed to the Image of God's Son, are 
ge of the mot called and juſtified, nor will all ſuch be glorified. — Neither 
ne of us can it be true, that they who are called and juſtified, and ſhall 
Election finally be glorified, can walk unworthy of electing Love, ſo as 
Yet not- .to periſh. x 
riſh,if we 15 Once more, If there can be nothing laid to the Charge of God's. 
electing ect, ſince God juliifirs them ; and nothing can. ſeparate them from 
5 Love of Chriſt; but they ſhall be in all Things more than Con- 
0 as we are aſſured by the Text, then all Goſpel-Profeſſors 
0 not the Elect. For there can be much laid to the Charge of 
om. viii. many of them; God does not juſtify them ; and they are ſepa- 
EleX ? T ted from the Love of Chriſt.— It alſo follows, that the Ele& can- 
Lowe of Not continue to walk ſo unworthy of electing Love, as to perith. 
amine, or For they that periſh, are ſeparated from the Love of Chriſt ; and 
awe arte not more than Conquerors. 
41 venture to lay, that it's utterly impoſſible, fairly to reconcile 
Pele plain and manifeſt Contradictions, between the cited Texts 
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1 . . 

1 


4 * 1 q _ A 
12 C 


16 A Vinnmication 
of Scripture and Mr. Beach's Sermon. And if it be attempted "i 


N 


: 
with any Appearance of Plauſibility, it muſt be by wwure/ting the i 
Scripture- Expreſſions to ſome foreign Senſe, inconfiſtent with their WW t 
plain and native Meaning; and inconſiſtent with the ſtated Senſe of h 
the ſame Expreſſions in the Word of God. . 
But it's Time that I ſhould return, to the Conſideration of ſomm 
other Inſtances of expreſs Contrariety, between the ſacred Scripture 
and Mr. Beach's Sermon. N 
Texts of ScriPTURE. Mr. Bxach's SERMox. 7 
Pfal. 1. 5. Behold I was hapen And to ſay, that we loſt our i an 
in Higuity; and in Sin did my Mo- Power in Adam, does not help the 10. 
ther conceive me. Rom. v. 12, 16, Matter ; becauſe we could not P, 
17, 18, 19. Wherefore as by one help his Fall. And could we un. 
Man Sin entered into the World, have had our Choice, when Adam yo. 
and Death by Sin, even ſo Death was created, I am perſwaded, that iii. 
paſſed upon all Men; for that all no Man, who had a juſt Regard 
have ſinned. — For the Fudgment to his own Intereſt, would willing- * 
dba by one to CONDEMNA- ly have repoſed ſuch a Truſt in the' ar 
TION.— For by one Man's Of. Hands of Adam, or indeed of the iin 
Fence, Death reigned by one. —There- beſt Angel in Heaven, as to be Goa 
fore as by the Offence of one, obliged to be eternally happy or SI, 
JUDGMENT came upon all Men miſerable, according to the Choice " 
1 CONDEMNATION. —F#For as he ſhould make. (Page 19.) — bu, 
by one Man's Diſobedience, many But are left in as helpleſs and 18. 
were made Sinners. hopeleſs a Condition, as the De- * ho 
bile, who fell by their own per- e. 
ſonal Act; while theſe were undone by Adam's Sin, to which 2 Ce 
they never conſented. Vet for this Sin, or the neceſſary and un- # 4% 
avoidable Effects of it, they muſt be tormented to all Eternity, . 
P ag. 26.) ; cri ve 
Nothing can be more plainly and ſtrongly ſpoken, than theſe ſuper 
Texts do ſpeak, that we were ſhapen and conceived in Siz ; that dre P 
by one Man (Adam) Sin and Death have come upon a/l Men in the Not, 2 
World; that all Men are hereby made Sinners; and that JUDG- . ce 
MENT and CONDEMNATION upon #// are the Fruits of this Sin. exts 
And yet Nothing is more evident, than that Mr. Beach does re. ll 
Jet the Doctrine of our being under the Guilt of Adam's Sin; de 
and of our Obnoxiouſneſs to eternal Condemnation by Vertue f = 
s Pac 


it. — And therefore, Nothing can be more certain, than that he FF 
does plainly contradi& the infallible Dictates of the bleſſed 8 PIX Arcorai 


in his Word. 8 mighty 
3 Chr: 


Having already ſomething particularly repreſented Mr. Peach 49 * 


Attack upon the Specialty of God's Grace, in the Canverſſon and i | 
Salvatien of Sinners, I ſhall not now have any Occafioa to rough 


any 


ttempted 
Hing the 
1th their 
Senſe of f 
for their eternal Salvation. 
1 1 
of ſone 
——_—C 
Scripture 


Texts of ScRIPTURE. 


Mlatth. xi. 25, 26. At that Time 
Fieſus anſwered and ſaid, I thank 
| thee, O Father, Lord of Heawen 


ION. 


loſt our 


-ould not Pirudent; and haſt revealed them 
ould we unto Babes, Ewen ſo Father : For 
jen Adam | it ſeemed good in thy Sight.—Joh. 
ded, that Bil. 3. Except a Man be born again, 


lt Regard He cannot ſee the Kingdom of Ged. 
I willing- * 3 Rom. xi. 7, 8. The Election 
uſt in the bath obtained it; and the reft avere 
ed of the Blinded. According as it is written, 
as to be God hath given them a Spirit of 
happy or Slumber, Eyes that they ſhould not 
\e Choice ' and Ears that they ſhould not 
> 19.) — bur, unto this Day. Rom. ix, 
pleſs and 18. Therefore hath he Mercy on 
the De- | &hom he will haue Mercy; and 


hem he <will, he hardneth. 


own per- 
to which 1 Cor. iv. 7. Fer who maketh thee 
and un- # differ from another; and what 
Eternity. haßt thou, that thou diaſt not re- 


be Y 
| That God's ſaving Grace is in- 
han theſe ſuperable ; and that thoſe who 
Sin; that dre Partakers of it, do not, will 
Ven in the Rot, and therefore cannot reject it, 
JUDG- certain from the following 
F this Sin. Texts. Pal. cx. 3. Thy People 
Fall be willing, in the Day of thy 
; Forver. Eph. 1. 19. And 
bat is the exceeding Greatneſs of 
\ that he #5 Power, to us-ward who believe, 
d Srixir KAcording to the Working of bis 
mg hty Power, which he <urought 
5 Chriſt, when he raiſed him from 
: Beaches e Dead. 1 Pet. i. 5. Who are 
erben and, 2 {os Forer of God. 


to offer 7 ough Faith unto Salvation. 


any, 


Joh. 


deren GrAcs. 


any more than ſome brief Specimen of his Oppoſition to that 
important Article of the Chriſtian Faith; and of his greateſt Con- 
trariety to the Word of God therein. 
lowing Scriptures, that God does not give all Men Grace /uficient 


and Earth, becauſe thou haſt hid 
help the hoſe Things from the Wiſe and 


It appears from the fol- 


Mr. BEAch's Sermon. 


If God is not willing to give 
all Men ſufficient Grace, I cannot 
conceive how he can truly be ſaid 
to be willing and deſirous that they 
ſhould turn and live. (P. 19.) — 
Without ſuppoſing that ſufficient 
Grace is afforded to all, I cannot 
poſſibly underſtand the Senſe of 


that Expoſtulation, 4a. v. 3, 4. 


If we ſuppoſe 


(Page 23.) 


two Men of the ſame natural Abi- 


Iities, and under the ſame Advan- 
tages and Operations of the Holy 
Ghoſt, the one may {6 im- 
prove his Power of Conſidera- 
tion, as to become a wiſe and 
happy Man, and an eternal Com- 
panion of the bleſſed Angels; while 
the other, by neglecting his Reaſon, 
and abandoning himſelf to be 
govern'd by his fleſhly Appetites, 
may make himſelf ſo vile a 
Monſter, as to be fit for No- 
thing but the Portion of Devils. 
(Page 28.) 

The Reaſon why any are not 
converted and ſaved, is, becauſe 
they don't concur and co- operate 
with divine Grace. For when 
God works in us, he does not 
work irreſiſtably; for in that Caſe 
we could not forbear to work out 
our own Salvation. But the Holy 
Ghoſt works ſo in us, that we may 
chuſe whether we will work with 
him, or againſt him. Faith 
and every other Vertue is the Gift 
of God: Vet ſo, as at the ſame 
Time, to be the EFFECT of 
our own Choice and Pains too. 

C (P.20.) 


2 * 2 * 
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* 
— 


* 4 VinDICATION 
Joh. vi. 37. All that the Father (P. 20.) Tho' Man is a fallen weak 


giveth me, ſhall come to me; and Creature; yet there is in every one 


him that cometh to me, I will in a Power of ſelf. determining, of po 
no wiſe caſt cut. — Rom. xi. 29. chuſing or refuſing, by which a 1s 
For theGifts and Calling of God are Man can comply with, or reject T 
avithout Repentance. the Suggeſtions of the Holy Spirit. M: 
That Faith and every other (Page 21.) po! 
Vertue are not theEFFEC'T of our x | up 
own Choice and Pains; and that every Man has zot a Power of ſelf- de- for 
termining, appears moſt evident from the following Texts. Rom. xi. | mr 
16. So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth: | mc 


but of God that fheweth Mercy. 
the Author and Finiſher of our Faith. | 
God which worketh in you, both to will and to do, of his good Plea- 


Heb: xii. 2. Looking unt? Feſus, s Sc 
Phil. ii. 13. For it is 


fare. Joh. iii. 27. 4 Man can receive Nothing, except it be | pre 
given him from Heawen.— 1 Cor. ii. 14. The natural Man receiveth | mo 
not the Things of the Spirit of God; for they are Fooliſhneſs unto him, ET 


either can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
2 Cor. iii. 5. Net that we are ſufficient of our ſelves, to think any 
Thing, as of our ſelves : but our Sufficiency is of God. Prov. ] 


Xx. 24. Man's Goings are of the Lerd: how then can a Man un- 1 
derfland his own Way? Joh. vi. 65. No Man can come unto Fo Fo 
me, except it were given unto him of my Father, i. 1. nat 


You hath he quickued, who were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sms. 


1 That two Men being under the ſame natufal Abilities, and under the 
fame Advantages and Operations of the Holy Ghoſt, the one can't by ] 
the Improvement of his own Power obtain Salvation, when the other but 
by the Miſimprovement of his Power, may finally - periſh, is abun- | pay 
dantly evident, from the Texts already recited, as well as by theſe | OB 
that follow. | = MW, 
Rom. xi. 5, 6. There is a Remnant according to the Election of - Hhim 
Grace: And if by Grace, then it is no more of Works ; otherwiſe Grace Rex 

7s uo more Grace : But if it be of Works, then it is no more Grace; Þþ 
otherzviſe Work is no more Werk. —Rom. iv. 4, 5. Now to him that f 
evorketh, is the Reward, not reckoned of Grace, but of Debt: But to to! 
him that eworketh not, but believeth on him that juſtifeth the Ungoaly, does 


his Faith is counted for Righteouſneſs. J. 27, 28. Cor 
Where is Borſting them ? It is excluded. By what Law ? Of 
Waris ?2£> Nay ! but by the Law of Faith, Therefore «we conclude, 
that a Man is juſtified by Faith, wuithout the Deeds of the Law. 


2 Tim. i. 9. go hath ſaved us, and called us with an holy Call- F 
bag, net according to cur Works but according to his on Purpoſe and ges 
Srace, which was given us in Chrift Feſus, before the World began. — of C 
Tit. ii. 5. Nor by Werks of Rightcouſneſs which we hawe done, but Miſ 
eevrarng to his Mercy he fawed us, by the Waſhing of Regeneration, _ 

| : Qul 


and Kenewing of the Holy Ghoſt. 


I 


J might go on to multiply Texts of Scripture, to the ſame Pur- 
poſe with theſe already cited. For the Doctrine here repreſented 
is the great Scope and Deſign of the whole New - Teſtament. 
The main Tendency of the whole is, to abaſe poor fallen ſinful 
Man; and to lay him low, under a Senſe of his own Vileneſs, Im- 
potence and Nothingneſs; and to bring him to a humble Dependance 
upon the Riches of ſovereign Grace, and the Merits of Chriſt only, 
for Juſtification and eternal Salvation. And now, what Eſtimate 
muſt be made of the Doctrines, tranſcribed from Mr. Beach's Ser- 
mon, when they are impartially compared with ſo many Texts of 
Scripture, expreſly contrary to them ?. | 


I think, I have now fully perform'd the three firſt Things I 
propoſed ; and have ſhewn the Contrariety of Mr. Beach's Ser- 
mon, to the Doctrines of the Church of England, to thoſe of all 
the Proteſtant Churches ; and to the bleſſed Oracles of God. 


It remains yet, to conſider the SERMon's Contrariety to 7t/elf ; and 
I ihall leave it to the Reader to judge, whether Mr. Beach's Doctrines of 
Free Grace, and his Doctrines of Free-MWill, are not directly repug- 


Bounty of God; not the WAGES 


nant one to another. 
"Mr. B.'s FREE-GRA ck. 


Becauſe we can do Nothing 
but what we owed him ; and the 
paying that Debt we owed, cannot 
OBLIGE God to thank or RE- 
WARD us. 8.4} —- 


him, to make the Promiſe good ; 


Reward of Bounty. (P. 32.) 


M.. B's FREE WIII. 


So that his Promiſe to give 


them ſo much, was not of Debt, 


but of mere Grace; and yet when 
he has promiſed, and they have 


complied with the Condition, 


Veracity and Juſtice OBLIGES 
and when he performs it, it is à 


Thus then we find, that our Obedience cannot OBLIGE God 
to REWARD us; and yet by Vertue of his Promiſe, our Obedience 


does OBLIGE God to REWARD us : 


And if this don't imply a 


Contradiction, I am at a Loſs where to find one. 


Free-GRACE. 


Hence St. Paul ſays, The Na- 
ges of Sin is Death ; but the Gift 
of God is eternal Life, Death or 
Miſery, he ſtiles WAGES : But 
eternal Life, he calls the Gift or 


of 


FREE-WIII. 


The plain Truth is, God deals 
with us as a kind Father with - 
his Children; who, to encourage 


their Induſtry, promiſes them, if 


they will faithfully labour for him, 
that at Night he will RE- 


WARD each of them with an 
due to Sin, as WAGES are due Hundred Pounds now this Sum 
to an Hireling, when he has done is both a Gift, and a Reward too. 


of our good Works. Miſery 1s 


his Work. (p. 5.) p. 32.) 


Here then, we are taught, that eternal Life is not the WAGES 
of our good Works, as WAGES are due to an Hireling when he 
has done his Work ; and yet we are alſo taught, that God deals 
with us in Relation to eternal Life, as a Father with his Chil- 
dren, whom he hires to do a Day's Work, with a Promiſe of an 
Hundred Pounds for a REWARD. — And is it not then the 
WAGES due to them by Promiſe ; and by ſuch a Promiſe too, 


which Mr. Beach owns, his Veracity and Fuſlice obliges him to make 


good ?— It is a Reward of their Hire, which is the proper Meaning 
of the Word Wages, whether there be, or be not, a Proportion be- 
tween the Value of the Work and the Reward. —— This therefore 
muſt go for another Self- Contradiction. 


FREE-GRACE. Free-WILL, 


And though Jeſus Chriſt moſt 
graciouſly offers eternal Life to 
Men : Yet no Man will ever come 
to him, and accept of his kind 
Otter, unleſs the Father draw him, 
and it be given him from above. 
It is God uho works in us, both to 
auilli and to do. He makes us per- 


Fett in every good Work, to do his 


Will; working in us that which 
16 evell. pleaſing in His Sight. 
r 


If once you take away Freedom 
of Will from Man, you degrade 
him from being a moral Agent, 


into an intelligent Machine. (P. 22.) | 


There is in every Man 
a Power of ſelf determining, of 
chuſing or refuſing; by which a 
Man can comply with, or reject 
the Motions of the Holy Spirit, 
and were it not for this ſelf mov- 
ing Principle in the Confztution of 
Man,he would be no moral Agent. 
. | 


Thus we are plainly taught, that zo Man can come to Chriſt till 


he be drawn of the Father, and it be givm him from above, i. e. 
till God determines his Will and Choice; and yet that there is 
in every one a Frecdom of Will, and a Poxver to determine his own 
Will and Choice, by which he can comply <uith, or reef the Sug- 
geſtions of the Holy Spirit. 1. is GOD <uho works in us bots to 
aba to do: And yet we have this /e/f-mowving Principle in our 


very CONSTITUTION. Are not theie Contradictions !. 
| Free- WILL. 


FREE GRACE. 


Grace ſaves us in no other Way, 
than by our - obeying the Goſpel. 
(Page 33.) Let us ceaſe to' do 


Now all we do towards our 
Salvation, is to accept of Grace 
when offered: and if we do ac- 


cept of it, we ſhall be ſaved ; evil, and iearn to do well. Let 


and | us 


accepi 


Oba. 
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in the 
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"of ſovereign GRACE. 27 


and if we do not, we ſhall periſh. us labour to excell in all moral 
(Page 25.) and chriſtian Vertues, in which is 
| founded the eternal Happineſs of 
a rational Creature. And can we deſire eternal Life on eaſier 
Terms than a faithful Obedience ? Theſe are the eaſieſt 
and loweſt Terms, on which God offers us the Gift of eternal 


Life; and he will never come lower. (p. 37, 38.) 


Thus our Acceptance of Grace when offered, is A, and Nothing, 
which we do towards our Salvation. We are faved only by our 
accepting offered Grace; and yet no other Way, but by our obeying 


5 the Goſpel, by our moral and chriſtian Vertues, by a faithful 
Obedience. — Is not here a palpable Inconſiſtency ! 


This is a ſufficient Exemplication of the perfect and harmonious 


Agreement of Free-Grace and Free-Will, which Mr. Beach boaſts 
of: by which, I think, every one will own, that he himſelf muſt 
take his Parc of the mannerly Compliment, wherewith he began 
his Diſcourſe. | 


I ſhall now proceed to take ſome particular Notice of Mr. 


= Beacn's Arguments againſt the Doctrines of ſpecial Grace; and 
conſider what Evidence he brings in Confirmation of his own 
Schemes. 


, 


His firſt Attempt is to prove univerſal Redemption, in the ſtrong- 


eſt and ſtricteſt Senſe; from whence {I conclude) he would infer 
the harmonious Agreement of Free-Grace and Free-Will. © Our 
3 © Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt is (he tells us) the Gift and Effect 
= © of God's Mercy. 
(that it is not confined nor reſtrain'd to an ele&t Number: but 
x © comprehends the e, Race of Adam. 

and moſt exfreſly aſſerted in the holy Scriptures. He died fer 
lll, he tafted Death for every Man, he is the Propitiation for the 


And this redeeming Grace is ſo free, 


As it 1s frequently 


Sins of the whole World. (Pag. 6, &c.) 


In Anſwer to this, I freely allow, that Chriſt has died for all 
Men, in ſuch a Senſe as that every Individual of the human 
Race may, by Vertue of the Ranſom paid by him, obtain eternal 
Life, upon Faith in his Blood. And that the Goſpel-Invita- 
tion is indefinite, putting no Difference between Jew and Greek, 
Male and Female, Bond and Free; but that very one without 
Diſtinction is freely invited in the Word, and ought to be invited 
in the Miniſtry. of the Word, to come to Chriſt, and believe in 
him, with a full Aſſurance, that upon his ſo doing, he ſhould not 
fail of a Title to eternal Life. — And hence it is always true, 
with Reſpect to every Perſon, who remains impenitent under the 


Goſpel, that the immediate Reaſon why he continues and periſhes 
: in 


22 — I\ Nerf * 


in his Sins, is only becauſe he auill not come 70 .Chrift, that he might || T 
have Life. All this ſeems to be fully aſſerted in the Scriptures ; dem 


by which it plainly appears, that Goſpel-Sinners have u0 Cloak for of 
their Rejection of Chriſt and his offered Salvation. Univerſal Re- Salv: 


demption is never taught us in Scripture, in any other Senſe than liveh 
this. 15 | 2% 
there 


But then the Queſtion yet remains, whether Chriſt has not in Pait} 
fome ſpecial and peculiar Senſe died for the Els Whether he 5 | obſiir 
has not only died to purchaſe for theſe the Privilege, that they Worl 
mall be aue, i they believe ; but alſo to purchaſe for and to FF core 
beſtow upon them that Faith, whereby they certainly may and wv1ill 5 him, 
believe, and be ſaved ?— Or in other Words, whether he has not Py Man 
undertaken efficaciou/ly to beſtow Grace upon the Elect, whereby demp 
they ſhall be united to him, be juſtified and ſanctified thro' Fait! with 
in him, be enabled to live a Life of Holineſs, and thereby be qua- Rede 
lied for future Salvation, with eternal Glory ?— And whether the in C 
bleſſed Redeemer has undertaken to beſtow all theſe Benefits and Men 
Privileges upon the et of the World, in the ſame Manner as upon will « 
the Elect ?— In ſhort, whether this Salvation, altho' it be call'd % ing G 
common Salvation, be call'd ſo in ſuch a Senſe as that we muſt conceive adiator 
it equally intended for al Men? | | | ven, 


Mr. Beach can't be ignorant, that this is the true State of the 4 neral 
Controverſy : and that it has been the received Doctrine of all“ 

the reformed Churches, that in this Senſe the Lord Jeſus Chriſt has | 

not wrought out the ſame Redemption for the eff of the World, as But 
he has wrought out for the E/z#.— This Gentleman however, in ſoning 
direct Oppoſition to them all (as I have already ſhewn ) teaches the Re 
the quite contrary Doctrine.— And if we underſtand the Words 
under Conſideration, as being conſiſtent with the reſt of his Piſcourſe, ed Arg 
and pertinent to his Purpoſe, they muſt imply, that is redeeming is very 
Grace is ſo free, that it is not (in any of its diſtinguiſhing Benefits) 19. C 
confined or reſtrained to an elect Number : bat (in the ſame Manner, in Wt imputin 
all Reſpects) comprehends the whole Race of Adam.— This therefore N Blood 


is now to be conſider'd. Joh. vi 


| | Rand gin 
And I ſhall firſt take ſome Notice of what Mr. Beach offers, in the Ri, 
Confirmation of his Principles. And as it is (ſays he) frequently lf Zu/i/5c, 
C and moſt expreſly aſſerted in Scripture, He died for all, He taſted taketh , 
« Death for every Man, He is the Propitiation for the Sins of the ¶ be lifte 
& avhole World. Now if ſuch Expreſſions as the World, the <whole Since t 
* World, all and every Man, be allow'd to mean not all indeed, © Conftru 
* nor the preateſt Part, but only a ſmall Number ſelected from Texts 
© all Sorts of Men, who do actually obtain eternal Salyation ; then Imitation 
„the Holy Ghoſt with the ſame Propriety might have aſſerted, ing, tha 
„ that the wwhole World ſhould be ſaved, and that all and cvrryMcorion o 
* Maz ſhould obtain eternal Happineſs.” "I Purchaſe 


To this I firſt anſwer, as above, that I doubt not but the Re- 
demption by Chriſt is of /uficient Value for every individual Child 
of Adam ; 1o ſufficient, that every one of them ſhall ſurely obtain 
Salvation, by Vertue of that Redemption, who exerciſe a true and 
lively Faith in Chriſt : And that every one under Goſpel-Light has 
= a ſufficient Warrant to believe in Chriſt for eternal Salvation: And 
therefore, that there is nothing at all to hinder their being ſaved thro? 
1 Faith in Chriſt, but their own indulged Corruption, and wilful and 
obſtinate Choice. But ſuch is the dreadful Caſe of a ſinful 
World, that even Mr. Beach himſelf allows (p. 15.) No Man will ever 
come to Chriſt and accept of his kind Offer, unleſs the Father draw 
Fim, and it be given him from above. Whence it follows, that no 
Man will ever be ſaved by this general Grace or univerſal Re. 
demption, becauſe no Man will (by Vertue thereof ever comply 
with the Terms propoſed in the Goſpel. — Though this general 
Redemption puts all Men under a Capacity of Salvation, upon Faith 
in Chriſt : Yet inaſmuch as ſuch is, the natural Oppoſition of all 
Men to the Terms of the Goſpel, that no Man ever did, or ever 
will comply with the Goſpel- Offer, without ſpecial and diſtingui/h- 
ing Grace, whereby they are made willing in the Day of the Me- 
1 alator's Poaber; it is certain, that zo Man will ever get to Hea- 
ven, who is not Partaker of a more ſpecial Redemption ( whe- 
ther in Point of Impetration or Application) than he World in ge- 

neral are Partakers of : As will be more particularly explain'd, 
of all ® before I diſmiſs this Subject. 
iſt has 1 5 . + 


rld, as 8 But then, I have this further Remark upon Mr. Beach's Rea- 


£ 


er, in ſoning; that the Scripture does in Fact aſſert the Application of 
eaches 73 the Redemption by Chriſt, to the World, in the ſame Manner, and in 
Words the ſame univerſal Terms, as it aſſerts the Inpctration of it. His boaſt- 
courſe, ed Argument can therefore afford him no Concluſion at all. — This 
dceming is very apparent, from the following Texts of Scripture. 2 Cor. v. 
enefits) 19. God was in Chriſt reconciling the WORLD unto himſelf ; not 
ner, in :mputing their Treſpaſſes.—Col. i. 20. And hawing made Peace by the 
erefore N Blood of his Croſs, by him to reconcile ALL THINGS 75 himſ lf. — 
Joh. vi. 33. For the Bread of God is he which cometh down from Heaven, 

and giveth Life unto the WORLD. — Rom. v. 18. Even / by 

fers, in be Rightcouſneſs of one, the free Gift came upon ALL MEN unto 
quently ll Fuſtification of LIFE.— Joh. i. 29. Behold the Lamb of God, which 
le taficd ¶ raketh away the Sin of the WORLD. — Joh. xii. 32. And I, if 1 
f the be lifted up from the Earth, ævill draw ALL MEN unto me. — © 
- <vhole Since theſe and ſuch like Texts of Scripture muſt have a limited 
indeed, Conſtruction, it belongs to Mr. Beach to give a Reaſon, why the 
d from Texts cited by him, are not to be underſtood with the ſame Li- 
n; thenſſiſ mitations.— This Remark will be further corroborated by obſerv- 
aſſerted, I ing, that the Scripture not only every where conſiders the Appli- 
d every Wcorion of ſpecial Redemption to be of the ſame Extent with the 
- Purchaſe of it, but ſhews us, that the former is a neceſſary my 

| an 


and Conſequence of the latter Thus, Rom. viii. 32. He that ſpar- 
td not his own Son, but atlivered Him up for us all, hw fhall 
. he not wvith him alſo freely give us all Things? Joh. X. 3 i, 40. 
J am the good Shepherd ; the good Shepherd giveth his Life for the 
Sheep. — And other Sheep ] have, which are not of this Fold: them 
alſo I muſt bring in; and they ſhall hear my Voice. — Joh. vi. 37, 39. 
All that the Father giveth me, ſhall come to me. — And this is the | 

Father's Will, that of ALL which he hath gia en me, I ſhould loſe TY 
NOTHING 3 but ſhould raiſe it up again at the laſt Day. 


Now let Mr. Beach's Argument be turn'd upon himſelf ; and | | 
what Anſwer ſoever he is pleaſed to give to it, may with like 1 
Propriety and Force be given to all that he has offered upon 45 
this Head. Now if ſuch Expreſſions, as God's reconciling the 
«© WORLD to himſelf in Chriſt, as reconciling ALL THINGS 3 
© to himſelf by the Blood of the Croſt, as that Chriſt giveth Life 1 
“ to the WORLD, as his beſtowing upon ALL MEN Tuftificarion 78 
« of Life, and his drawing ALL MEN to him, &c, be allowed F 
« to mean, that ot a// indeed, nor the greateſt Part, but only a 9 
« ſmall Number ſelected from all Sorts of Men,” are actually re- 
conciled to God, juſtified, and made Partakers of eternal Life; then 
it can't be proved from the Uſe of the ſame, or like Expreſſions 75 
with Relation to Chriſt's purchaſing of Redemption by his Death, Hy 
that every individual Perſon is effectually redeemed thereby. — | 
Moreover, If God will freely give all Things, to all thoſe for whom his“ 


Son was delivered up; if thoſe Sheep for whom Chriſt gave his Life, 7 then: | 
muſt be brought in, and ſhall hear his Voice; if ALL ſhall come to by e. gs 
bim, and he will loſe NOTHING, that was given him to be re- oy dc 
deemed, but will raiſe them ALL up at the laſt Day; then it fol- = 7c 
lows, that all thoſe whom Chriſt has redeemed by his Death, all 4 50 
thoſe who were given to him by the Father to be redeemed, and 2nd { 
for whom he undertook to work out an effectual Redemption, ſhall 1 E , 
be eventually or actually and eternally ſaved ; and the Application Lo 
of Chriſt's Redemption does undoubtedly extend to. every individual | peri N 
* whom he has undertaken to redeem and ſave. * 12 ; 

Mr. Beach argues, If Redemption is as WY confined as ter- W__ 
ce nal Salvation, and Chriſt died for none who do peri, it is 2 = 


« certainly as proper to ſay, that all Men ſhall be eternally happy, 
“ as that Chriſt died for all.”— To which I anſwer, he fees that 

the Scriptures do ſay the one as much as the other; and there- | If © 
fore, that they are both proper to be ſpoken, in the ſame Senſe, | Red 
and in the ſame Extent. And he can give no Reaſon, why the = * 
latter ſhould not be as ſtrictly and literally underſtood, as the former. alike. 2 
—And thus all his Arguments on this Head, muſt neceſſarily fall to Dake 5 
the Ground. Upon the whole then it appears, that in what- e 


ever Senſe we underſtand ſuch Expreſſions of the ſacred Scriptures, I thank 


as that Chriſt died for all, taſted Death for every Man, Sc. it * 
3 
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Elect only art the Subjects of his ſpecial Redemption, I have ſpoken 


a2 ſpecial Manner the Saviour of Believers, is confſirm'd from 1 Tim. 


tber giveth me, ſhall come to me : and he that com:th to me, I 


be acknowledged, that he deſigned to, and will actually, beſtow 
eternal Salvaiion upon all the Subjects of his ſpecial Redemption, 
In what Senſe he died for all, and in what Senſe the 


ſomething already ; but am now to ſpeak more particularly. 


In Order to ſet this in a proper Light, I proceed in the next, 
Place to confider; whether Chriſt has egually and zndifferently re- 
deem'd the whole Race of Adam; and is in the ſame Senſe, and 
in all the ſame Reſpefs, the Redeemer and Saviour of all Men 
alike. That Chriſt has not thus redeemed all Mankind, will 
appear with the ſtrongeſt Evidence, from the following Conſiderations. 


If Chriſt be the Saviour of Believers in ſuch a Way and in ſuch 
Reſpects, as he is not the Saviour of a// Men, then all Men are 
not equally and alike redeemed by him.—Now, that he is in ſuch 


iv. 10. Who is the Saviour of all Men, eſpecially of thoſe that believe. 
— Again, | ; 


If there be a f Number, in a Manner diftint from the reſt 
of the World, given to Chriſt by the Father, to be redeem'd and 
ſaved by him, then a Men were not equally and alike redeemed 
by him..— And that this is fo in Fact, we are aſſured from Chriſt's 
own- Mouth. Joh. xvii. 9, 20. J pray not for the World: but for 
them which thou haſt given me; for they are thine 3 neither pray I 
for theſe alone (viz. that are now my Diſciples) but for them alſo, 
awhich ſhall believe in me thro their Word, —Again, 


If all thoſe who are given to Chriſt by the Father to be redeem'd 
and ſaved by him, will eventually believe in him, and actually ob- 
tain eternal Life, then a// Men are not equally redeem'd by him: 
Since it is undoubted Fact, that 24 Men habe nt Faith, but many 
periſh in their Unbelief. — And yet we are aſſured from Chrift's 
own Mouth, that this is ſo in Fact. Joh. 6. 37. All that the Fa- 


will in no wiſe caſt out. So. likewiſe, Joh. xvii. 2. » As' thou haſt 

given him Poaher over all Fleſh, that he ſhould give eternal Life to as 

many as thou haſt given him. See allo Joh. vi. 39. And Joh.x. 28, 29. 
c Moreover, 


If Chriſt banks his heavenly Father, for Hiding the Benefits of his 
Redemption from ſome, and revealing them to others, then ut”: cer- 
tain, that he did not de/ign his Redemption for every one equally, and 
alike.— Surely he did not thank his heavenly Father for defeating the 
Deſign of his Redemption, with reſpect to any Men, and yet he thanks 
him for revealing Salvation to ſome, and not to others. Matth.xi.25,26. 


I thank thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, becauſe thau _ 
R D 2 
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2 theſe Things from the Wiſe and Prudent ; 44 haſt. revealed them 
#nto Babes : Even ſo, Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy Sight. 
Once more, —— 


If no Man whatever will be eternally /aved, but thoſe only who 
are ſpecially redeemed, in a Manner diſtin from the reſt of the 
World, then every individual Perſon of Adam's Poſterity are not 
equally and alike redeemed by Chriſt. Now, that no Man | 1 
whatever will be eternally ſaved, but thoſe only who are redeemed UF 
in a Manner diftint from the reſt of the World, is evident, in that | 
no Man can come to Chriſt, unleſs it be given unto him of the Fa- 
ther, (Joh. vi. 65.) and in that it is not given to any of the Fa- 
ther, to come to Chriſt and believe in him, but only to thoſe for 
whom that Gift of Grace is purchaſed by the Redemption of Chrift ; 
as appears from Joh. x. 14, 15, 16. I know my Sheep; and am 
Known of mine; and I lay down my Life for the Sheep. But ye believe 
not, becauſe ye are not of my Sheep, The - ſame is alſo further 
evident from the Conſideration following. F 


If Chrift has by his Redemption purchaſed Faith, and the aftual 
Communication of all /an#ifjins Grace, for every one that will ever 
be eternally ſaved, then none can be eternally ſaved, but by Virtue 
of a ſpecial Redemption, not common to a Men.—For all Men 7 
don't obtain ſaving Faith, and ſanctifying Grace. And yet Chriſt 
has purchaſed the actual Communication of Faith, and all ſanQifying } 
Grace, for every one that will ever be eternally ſaved. Joh. xvii. 
16, 17, 19. They are not of the World, even as I am not of the i. 
World. Sanfify them through thy Truth; thy Word is Truth — Ans 
for their Sahes I ſandify my ſelf, that they alſo might be fandified 
through the Truth, — Ila. liii. 10. He fhall ſee his Secd ; he pal! 
Prolong his Days; and the Pleaſure of the Lord fall profper in his 
Hands.—Rom. ix. 23. And that he might make known the Riches of 
bis Glory, on the Veſſels of Mercy, which he had afore-prepared unto 
Glory. — Eph. v. 25, 26. Cbriſt alſo lowed the Church; and gave 
himſelf for it, that he might ſandify and cleanſe it: That he 
might preſent it unto himſelf a glorious Church, not having Spot or 
-- xn or any ſuch Thing : but that it ſhould he holy and without i 
lemilh. | E 


Thus then, upon a Review of the Caſe, it evidently appears, I 2 Mr 
that although Chriſt is in ſome Senſe the Sawrour of all Men, fo MF .. wil 


that all who enjoy the Goſpel, have the gracious and free Offer of . 
Salvation, yea, all have a full and ſufficient Warrant to believe in ., 2 
Chriſt, and each Individual of them ſhall ſurely obtain Salvation, 4 _ 
who comply with the free and gracioifs Offer of the Goſpel : Vet & _ | 
Chriſt has wrought out a Hecial and diſtinguiſping Redemption for 6 a 
the Elect, whereby they are not only put into a ſalvable State, «5 ſelf 
— * 4 


but ſhall be actually faved. He has not only purchaſed for them 
| 2 


w— 


ef Jovereion Grace. 
4 Poflibility of Salvation ; but the actual Communication of Grace 
here and Glory hereafter.— He has not only procured for them, 
that they may be ſaved, if they quill; but that they ſhall aſſuredly 
have Salvation begun in them here, and perfected hereafter, be- 


cauſe God will, 


This Truth has (I think) been made ſufficiently evident, to every 
unprejudiced Perſon. —But if further Evidence be thought needful, it 
ſhall be at Mr. Beach's Service (if God ſpare my Life and Health) 
when he has given a rational and fair Anſwer, to what is already 
offered. | 


I now, proceed further to attend upon Mr. Beach's ' Reaſoning. 
“ But (ſays he) if Redemption be of no larger Extent than Selva- 
tion, then no Man who periſhes in his Wickedneſs, doth or can 
* arny Chriſt who bought him; he being no more bought or re- 
*« deem'd by Chriſt than the Devils themſelves.” (P. 8.) 


How unjuſt is this Repreſentation ! From whom did Mr. 


7 Beach take this View of the Caſe ?— Is it not conftantly acknows 


ledged by all the Reformed, that in ſome Senſe Chrift died for all; 
that there is a ſufficient Value in the Blood of his Croſs, for the 
Salvation of all Mankind; that Salvation by Chriſt ſhould be preach'd 
to gl; that all are Partakers of the Strivings of the Spirit; 


that there is nothing more needful for the Salvation of any, 


„than their believing Entertainment of Chriſt, and Acceptance. of 


2 
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the Benefits already purchaſed for them; and that zene will periſh 


at laſt but through their Neglect of the great Salvation, and for 
their wilful Continuance in their Sins? — And now is all this done 
for the Devils ?P— What if Chriſt has done more for ſome, than 
others; purchaſed for and beſtowed upon them ſpecial efficacious 
Grace, whereby they are made willing in the Day of his Power, 


and brought to .comply with the Goſpel Offer ? Will this excuſe 
the reſt of the World in their Rejection of Chriſt 5 for which 


BY ticy have no Plea, but their obſtinate Unwillingneſs to accept of 


hin, when offered upon Terms the moſt gracious and conde- 
icending ! 


Mr. Beach goes on to argue. And if this be true, when 


* <vicked Men are come into the Regions of eternal Deſpair, they 
„will be perfectly eaſy in their Conſciences, and free from all Re- 
| © morſe and Self-Reproaches, for having deſpiſed redeeming Grace. 


% Far they muſt know, that no Pardon, na Aids of the Spirit, 
<« no eternal Life, was ever purchaſed or fincerely offered to them: 
80 that Neceſſity, not Choice, brought them to Hell. And he 
% muſt be a Fool, or a Mad-Man, that will vex or condemn him- 


& elf, for what was never in his Power to avoid.” 
Call 


„ 2 4 * Ln a 
oy — 2 * 1 
1 * * 
2 
q 
N 0 
4 "$49 
fF 


28 A Vinpication 


Call it not meer Exclamation, if I ſay, Did ever Man venture othe! 
to talk at this Rate! Would not a ſmall Allay of Modeſty and mulia 
Sobriety, on ſo tremendous a Subject, have much better become a 
'Man of Mr. Beach's Character ? What ! will Sinners be A 
perfectly eaſy in their Conſciences, in the Regions of eternal De- 
ſpair, when they come to reflect, that Chriſt wrought out a /u/- of it 
Rem Redemption for them, exhibited himſelf, and freely offcred his © Pr 
ſaving Benefits in the Goſpel to em; but they wilfully ect 4, 
both him and them ! — And when they reflect, that God had uſed the 
all proper Means with them for their Salvation; made known their xy © ret 
Duty, and the Vay of Salvation to them; laid all proper Motives i 
before them, by the Diſcovery of their Need of Salvation, by Wi . 
Threatnings and Warnings, by Promiſes and Invitations, that he» 140 
might excite both their Hopes and Fears; ſent them his Ambaſ-. M. 
fadors, to beſeech them to be reconciled to God; excited them to © Jef 
confider and turn to God, by the common Motions of his Holy 
- Spirit; and long exerciſed Patience and Forbearance towards them Th 
in the Uſe of all theſe Methods and Means of Grace; and after much 
all, they rejected, abuſed, and ſinned away all theſe Advantages, God's 
from no other Neceſſity, but the Indulgence of their Luſts, and the M 
the Perverſeneſs of their Wills; and finally periſhed, becauſe. they vation 
awould not come unto Chrift, that they might have Life | —— Is it 1 the W 
poſſible, Conſcience ſhould be perfedily Eaſy under theſe Reflections, Jjey the 
when awaken'd by Hell-Fire ! Surely, Sinners will have another if ,ti 
View of Things in the Regions of Deſpair, than is pretended by | + © Reg 
Mr. Beach in his Diſcourſe. Their Conſciences won't then allow | Con 


8 


5 


them to argue, as this Gentleman now ſeems to do, that they were © havi 
excuſeable, in not improving what Grace and Power they had, that 
becauſe Chriſt had not purchaſed greater Benefits for them, or not be- pure 
ſtowed the ſame upon them, as he had done by ſome others. — Cho 
They'll then feel, that their Perdition was their ae,’ Choice; and Mad 
therefore moſt juſt and righteous. | | Win h 


Would Mr. Beach himſelf accept of ſuch an Excu/e, as he here Wl Whe 
puts into the Mouths of impenitent Sinners, from an unfaithful and e] A: 
rebellious Servant Would he be ſatisfied with ſuch a Plea as or doe: 
this ! It's true, Sir, I neglected your Buſineſs, and waſted your Hand, 
„ Subſtance : but it was becauſe my Inclination and Will led me good, a 
4 to do fo; and I could not will otherwiſe than I did, while for Not 
% my Affections were ſo corrupt, and my Will was excited by ſuch | gainſt 
*&-a View of Things as I then had : and therefore, I ſhould be a xeater 
« Fool, or a Mad-Man, to condemn my ſelf, for what was not uſed by 
« in my Power to avoid. You ſhould have uſed ſome effectua! hing as 
«© Methods to change my Affections; and ſhould have done all int of 
« in your Power to have efficaciouſly changed my Will: And akers O! 
„then I ſhould not have tranſgrefſed.”——— It is certain, that Moor He 
the Foundation of this Plea is as juſt in the preſent Caſe- — the Ihe Savio 

| : N other; | 


6 
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other; and the Application is accordingly moſt eaſy and fa. 
and miliar. 9 00 | - 
me a = | | m4 
s be And now Mr. Beach muſt allow me to turn his own Artillery i 
De- upon himſelf; and let him try what Way he can avoid the Force 1 
fuf- ot it. He tells us, that © Election denotes certain peculiar | 
4 his « Privileges. and Favours, beſtowed on ſome, whereby they are 1 
jected 6% diſtinguiſbed from others. To ele, is to chuſe one before ano- 1 
uſed ther. Now in that God has diftinguiſhed Chri/:ans from all the 1 
their “ reſt of Mankind, by making us his peculiar People, therefore all = 
tives 8 © Chriftians are the Elec, the Eleftion of Grace, and Veſels of 2 
by 0. — Which is affirmed of all Chriſtians in general, be- [ 
t he © cauſe they are ſeparated from, and preferred before the reſt of 4 | 
baſ- Mankind, to enjoy the unſearchable Riches of God's Grace, by [2 
m to © Jeſus Chriſt. (P. 8, 9.) : | | | 
Holy 5 5 | == 
hem Thus then, by Mr. Beach's own Account of the Matter, the 3 
after much greater Part of the World of Mankind are by an Act of 1 
iges, God's Sovereignty left in a State of Perdition, without ſo much as ia 
and the Means of Grace, or the Knowledge of any Poſſibility of Sal- 1 
they vation by Chriſt ; while a ſmaller Number, ſelected from the rift of } 
Is it the World, are preferred before them, to be Veſſels of Mercy, and en- v 
ions, Jey the unſcarchable Riches of God's Grace by Jeſus Chrifl.——< And: #i 
ther | if this be true, then when thoſe poor Heathen are come into the 4 
| by Regions of eternal Deſpair, they will be perfectly eaſy in their | 


low 25 « Conſciences, and free from all Remorſe and Self- Reproaches, for 
were Be having deſpiſed the Riches of God's Goodneſs, For they muſt know, 
had, © that no Pardon, no Aids of the Spirit, no eternal Life was ever 
be- © purchaſed for them, or at all offered to them: ſo Nece/ity, not 
s,— Choice, brought them to Hell. And he muſt be a Fool, or a 
and Mad-Man, who will vex or condemn himſelf, for what never was 
nin his Power to avoid.“ X 


here When Mr. Beach will be pleaſed to paſs his Cenſure upon his 
en Argument, as I have turn'd it: And tell us whether he does, 
or does not eſteem it a good one, a Reply will be ready at 
Hand, however he decides the Caſe. If this Argument be 


our 
| me good, as I have now apply'd it, then 57 Reaſoning mult be good 
/hile for Nothing. For with what Colour can an Argument be. urged; 
ſuch | W=gainſt another Man's Sentiment, which militates with as great or 
be a {Wgreater Force againſt his own ?— If this Argument be 20 good, as 
not ſed by me, in the preſent Caſe, then it is certainly good for No- 
tual hing as urged by him. — For there is an infinite Difference in 
> all Point of Privilege, between thoſe Geſpel-Erjoyers, who are not Par- 
And akers of Chriſt's ſpecial redeeming Mercy and Love; and thoſe: 
that DOOT Heathen, who never heard ſo much as the Name of Chriſt, 
the Ihe Saviour: As has been already proved. 

er 3 | 9 5 | 


H Upon 


eienr 


-.::Upon the whole then, how much better would it have been Caſe, 
for Mr. Beach, to have reflected upon this tremendous Myſtery of firſt 
the divine Sovereignty in ſome ſuch Manner as the great Apoſtle STR 
did, when diſcourſing upon the ſame awful Subject? Rom. xi. 33. Aſia, 
O the Depth of the Riches, both of the Wiſdom and. Knowledge of Fathe 
God How unſearchable are his Fudgments ; and his Ways paſt. finding 8 a * 
ext ! For woho hath known the Mind of the Lord; or who bath 8 El. 
been his Counſellor ? | == choſe: 
I proceed next to the Conſideration of Mr. Beach's Attempt to Chriſt 
prove, that © Enjoying the Privileges of the Goſpe/, is that Election moral, 
« of Grace, which ſo often occurs in the New-Teſtament. WF all * 
This he repeatedly aſſerts, and particularly inſiſts upon; and it Evide 
muſt: be received for true, as far as his, Word will go in the of G 
Caſe. But the Reaſons why he thus underſtands the Doctrine f *© lil 
Election, he ſees fit to keep to himſelf; unleſs the mentioning orga 


ſome Texts of Scripture, without any proper Illuſtration or Evidence = .. | 
o their Pertinency to his Purpoſe, be eſteem'd by him ſufficient to rote 


prove the Paint. — Whether this be ſo or not, I ſhall now 7 
conſider, | . 
N : | +> fling a 
I ſhall firſt take Notice of two Texts of Scripture cited by him, 5 beings Ty 
from the firſt Epiſtle of Peter. I mention them both together, be- Churct 
cauſe one Anſwer will ſerve for em both. The firſt is, g 5 = 
1 Pet. ii. 9. J are @ choſen Generation, a royal Prieſthood, a holy | 7 


Nation, a peculiar People, The ſecond is, 1 Pet. v. 13. The Church 7 23 5 

that is at Babylon, ele# together with you, ſaluteth you. r 
the firſt of theſe Texts he tells us, It is affirmed of all Chri/ti- 8 2 
ans in general, becauſe they are ſeparated from, and preferred ne 
before the reſt of Mankind, to enjoy the unſearchable Riches >. 
* of God's Grace by Jeſus Chriſt.” Of the ſecond he tells us, that 1 
by their being ele together, the Apoſtle only means, that theſe two 3 1 
« Churches were planted about the ſame Time.“ But why OG 
does he underſtand theſe Texts in this View? Is there any #8 My won 1 
Thing in the Texts themſelves, any Thing in the Nature of e : 
Things, which makes this Interpretation ſo much as probable ? 1 e 
Here he is ſilent. This is his Senſe of the Texts; and we N 
muſt receive this Comment, upon his Authority. But let hy 
us look into the Caſe a little, and judge for ourſelves. 


9 


5 
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Fog 


Are all Chriſtians, in general, © a royal Prieſthood, and an holy de 
Nation ?” Do they all “ ſhew forth the Praiſes of God,“ as they Wc. 5. 
ought to do whom He hath © called out of Darkneſs into Bla 
his marvellous Light? Is it not evident beyond all Contradiction, in wy 
that this Text does not, cannot, refer to all profeſſed Chriſtians, in| "WE Y 

common: But to ſuch only, who are not meerly choſen to the En- . 2 | 
joyment of Goſpel-Privileges, but are alſo choſen to Sanctification hat 7 7 
and eternal Salvation? — Let the Apoſtle himſelf determine this a. 


Caſe, 


| Caſe, by the Superſcription or Direction of this Epiſtle, in the two 
| firſt Verſes of it. Peter, an Apoſtle of TFeſus Chriſt, to the 
| STRANGERS ſcattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
| Aſia, and Bithynia; Elect, according to the Foreknowledge of God the 
35- BE Father, through Sandification of the Spirit, unto Obedience, and ſprink- 


Fob ng of the Blood of TFeſus Chriſt.— Here then, we ſee who the 
EY FElect'“ are, to whom this Epiſtle was directed, who were © the 
al? i choſen Generation, the royal Prieſthood,” in the firſt cited Text: 
and how empty Mr. Beach's Pretence is, that this implies all 
<P Chriſtians in general.“ Have all profeſſing Chriſtians, in ge- 


da ME neral, the Sanctification of the Spirit, unto Obedience ?” Are they 
ion all “ ſprinkled with the Blood of Chriſt? Have they all this 


— 


1 0 of God the Father ?” Alas, the Caſe is far otherwiſe — Here 
2 on we likewiſe ſee, what the . Apoſtle means by the Word E/:# in the 
* 


0 ſecond cited Text. He means ſuch as were © choſen according 
| 


2 


to the Foreknowledge of God the Father, to Holineſs here and 
ence eternal Happineſs hereafter ; for to theſe was the Epiſtle expreſly 
nt to directed: and not, as Mr. Beach pretends, that theſe tavo Churches 
now 5 avere planted about the ſame Time, For Nothing can be more tri- 


5 fling and ludicrous, than this Pretence.—- Which, I beſeech him, 
=” were the © two Churches that were planted about the ſame Time? 


5 
Oy 
Ly 


Wh” 

9 4a * 
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9 L The one mult be the Church that was at Babylon, the other the 
; 2 Church of all the converted © STrRANOCERS, ſcatter'd throughout 
Job i Pontas, Galatia, Cappadocia, Aſia, and Bithynia,” This latter muſt 


| 1 be a vaſtly extended Church indeed; which muſt have required a 
8 c very active and indefatigable Metropolitan, duely to inſpect it 
. GalaTIA, which was comparatively but a very ſmall Part of this 
27 pretended Church, contain'd more than one Church, in the Apoſtle 
Paul's Account of it. Gal. i. 2. Unis the CHURCHES of Galatia. 
” © ——But were it admitted, that this prodigious Extent of Territory 
was all conſider'd as one Church; Does this Gentleman ſuppoſe, 


e tw O 3 that all the Strangers throughout ſo large a Tract of the World, 

why YN were converted © about the fame Time?“ Don't we all know, 
- 7 1 from the ſacred Story, that it took the Apoſtles a very large 
re 1 Space of Time, to propagate the Goſpel thro' thoſe very diſtant 
1 Regions of the World ? Thus we ſee what becomes of Mr, 


= Bach's firſt and chief Foundation for his new and chimerical Doc- 
rrine of Election. 


. The ſecond Text produced by Mr. Beach in favour of this 
Notion, is, Eph. i. 4. According as he hath choſen us in him, be- 
re the Foundation of the World, that we ſhould be holy and with- 
out Blame before him in Love; hawing preaeſtinated us to the Adop- 
zon of Children, — But how does he prove from this Text, that 
enjoying the Privileges of the Goſpel is that Electron of Grace, 
at ſo often occurs in the New Teſtament?“ — He aſſures us 
hat in this eternal Election, St. Pau]! comprehends all Chriſtian 
: Es People. 


"of ſobereigu Gracn, 31 


Evidence of their being © Elect, according to the Fore- knowledge 
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People.” And this is all the Reaſon he pretends to aſſign, fot 
the Pertinency of this Text to his Purpoſe. | 


I., can't imagine what ſhould* prompt him to cite this Text, un- 
leſs it were merely to impoſe upon an injudicious Reader, with a ch 
= thou 


Shew of Scripture- Authority. What can be more directly repug- . 
nant to his Scheme, than this Paſſage of Scripture ?— Was not i be 1 
this Epiſtle directed to the SAINTS, which were at Ephe/us, ver. 118 Hor 
Are they not repreſented as accepted in the Beloved, ver. 6 ? Are EV 
they not, in the cited Text, ſaid to be cho/en, that they ſhould be Sy 5 
holy and <vithout Blame before God in Lobe; and predeſlinated to the WY nj wi 
Adeption of Children 2—— But are all profeſſing Chriſtians SAINT'S 2 . T 
Are they all accepted in the Beloved ? Are they all holy and with- MF __ 
out Blame? Are they all God's adopted Children ?— Could Mr. ... 
Beach imagine, that citing a Scripture, ſo directly repugnant to what „ ©? 
he would maintain, will ever prevail upon Men of Reaſon and Tiverc 
Conſcience, to reje the Doctrines of the Reformation, for ſuch a new God 
and trifling Notion: as this? , teach 
| 1 Be al 
The laſt Text cited by him, is 2 Pet. i. 10. Wherefore the ra- ere 
ther, Brethren, give Diligence to make your Calling and Election ſure, FF — 
pon it I muſt obſerve, That all which has been ſaid with Rela- He n 
tion to the two firſt cited Texts, are applicable to this alſo ; this Glory 
being in the ſame Epiſtle, and ſpoken to the ſame Perſons, as thoſe JSrom 
other Texts were: and this therefore might have been conſider d) £0793 
conjunctly with them, were it not for an Argument Mr. Beach,; tual ! 
pretends to draw from this, which he may ſuppoſe deſerves Confide- He th 
ration— He thus argues: This cannot be meant of an abſolute . 
e perſonal Election ; for, if there be ſucha Thing, it is not in our Joh. \ 
« Power to make it ſurer and firmer than God has made it.“ P. 14 — ... 
But is it not poſſible to make this ſare to our ſelwes? Is it not poſſible _. Mr . 
by making our Calling ſure, to make it alſo ſure, that we are the Objects ©. 1 


of God's clecting Love? Is it not poſſible to know the Cauſe by the a 
Effect, the Fountain by the Streams; or the Antecedent by the 3 e 


Conſequent? And does not the Apoſtle aſſure us, that this is poſ- 

fible by ſuch Means to be known ? 1 Theſſ. i. 4, 5. Knowing, Bre- pretenc 
thren beloved, your Election of God. Fer our Goſpel came not unto you 75 ook 
in Word only; but alſo in Power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in 2 


much Aſſurance. But now let us turn the Tables, and ſee how 

pertinent the Text is to the Purpoſe for which it is cited, and to MF ee 
Mr. Beach's Doctrine of Election. In that View, it muſt be thus te 7- 
paraphraſed, © Let Chriſtians give Diligence to make it ſure, that ll ce v 
they profeſs Chriſtianity.” —— This is the neceſſary ConftruQion — by 
of the Words, if conſider'd as ſpeaking in Favour of his Scheme; oa the 
and there needs no further Remarks upon it. It would be an e alle 
idle and ludicrous Attempt, to undertake to prove, that there does he Ar 


not need much Diligence, to be aſſured, that We make a chriſtian Whole 8 
1 There Orace, 


Profeſſion 2 | 


N 


"* of "ſovereign Crack, | as W-:. 


: for US | | > 


There is one Text of Scripture quoted by Mr. Beach, which = 
have not.yet taken Notice of ; becauſe. I did not know whether 


„ Un- 
1 he cited it as a direct Proof of his Doctrine of Election, or not; 
epug- though he tells us, that Election and the quoted Text are both to 
not be underſtood of our being called to the Knowledge of Chriſtianity. 
er. 1b However, that he mayn't complain of Neglect, I ſhall take ſome 
Are Very brief Notice of it. The Text I refer to, is this, Eph. ii. 8. 
11 i. Sy Grace are ye ſaved through Faith ; and that not of yourſelves : 
% the 77 the Gift of God : not of Warks, left any Man ſhould boaſt. 
182 This Salvation (ſays he) which theſe Chriſtians had already ob- 
vith- BY tain'd, was not eterno] Salvation: but a Deliverance from that 
Mr. wretched Condition they were in, and the horrid Guilt they had 
what , contracted, while Heathens,” —— But I demand, Were they de- 
and ivered from their former Guilt ; ; ind therefore juſtified before 
' new God: And yet not Partakers of eternal Salvation? The Apoſtle 
== teaches us another Doctrine, Rom. viii. 30. Whom be juſtified, them 
Ve alſo ghrifid. I have obſerv'd already, that theſe Ephefi ans 
„„ „ . Vere conſider d as SAINTS, and addreſſed as ſuch, Chap. i. ver. 1. 
Gow, 7 Now God hath given to ſuch eternal Life, 1 Joh. v. 11. 
P ela. (8 He not only 202/ glorify them: but he hath already glorified them. 
this 1 Glory is already begun in their Souls; and will be carried on 
thoſe ron Glory to Glory. 2 Cor. iii. 18. He not only will give them 
der'd! Sterpal Life : bus hath already given it. They are at preſent ac- 
Reach tual Partakers of that Salvation, which ſhall never end. Joh. iii. 36. 
fide. He that believeth on the Son, hath everlaſting Life. And ſball not 
cute BY Due into Condemnation 3 but is paſſed from Death unto Life, 
— eh. v. 24. 
1 4.— 
1. Mr. Beach farther obſerves, © This Te t d 
thble E , s' Text does not mean, that 
b a; ft & their Faith is ſo God's Gift, as not to be of themſelves, as is 
„ the if e moſt evident to any who reads the Original.” id — This is 
V the 3 certainly a great Miſtake. For many learned Commentators and 
' pol- Criticks, more capable Judges of the Original than he or I can 
Bre-. pretend to be, have read the Original, and have found the quite 
to you contrary to what Mr, Beach aſſerts, to be moſt evident. — What, 
8 Fs ! I ſuppoſe, he means 1s, that the Relative THAT, being of the 
-how neuter Gender, and the Word FAITH of the feminine, they can't 
d to agree together. But if he would only tranſlate the Greek Rela- 
- thus tive That 1hing, viz. the Thing laſt ſpoken of, ſo all Difficulty at 
that once vaniſhes. (Vid. Beza in Loc.) — But what will Mr. Beach 
ation ; gain by this Criticiſm ? It muſt be either Faith, or Grace, or 
e elſe the whole Matter of the Sentence foregoing, which the Abo- 
Sabi ſtle aſſerts to be nt of our ſelves. There is the ſame Objection 
© Seca againſt the Greek Relative's agreeing with Grace, as with Faith. 
rſtian The Apoſtle muſt therefore, according to this Criticiſm, refer to the 


whole Sentence aforegoing; and mean, that our Salvation, by 
There Grace, through Faith, is not 4 our ſelves. Well then ! Grace 
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is not of our ſelves; Salvation is not of our ſelves; and Faith is 


not of our. ſelver: but they are all the Ci of Gon. And if Mr. F 
Beach chuſes this Comment, I'll not contend with him. — He un- ir 
derſtands it (he tells us) to ſignify that their being ſaved or deli- 7 to 
ver d by the Ceſpel, was not of themſelves. But he ſhould remem- 4 
ber, that the Apoſtle here ſpeaks of no other but being ſaved by * 
Grace through Faith: And therefore he here agrees with the ſame 5 D 
Doctrine, which he elſewhere teaches, that Faith is not of our 2 
Teives ; but that Chri/? Feſus is both the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, 5 th 
(Heb. xii. 2.) And that God fulfills the Work of Faith with Power. | be 
2 Theſſ. i. 11. | ff to m 
i | | -- = profa 
But what Evidence have we all this while, that this Text refers much 
to Nothing but our Enjoyment of the | Goſpel ?—- No more than juſt ] 
this, it is Mr. Beach's Opinion: but why it is ſo, he either dogs 2 
not know, or does not ſee Cauſe to tell. „„ 1 aig 
To conclude this Diſcourſe upon Election.— The infinite Perfec- Deſce 
tions of the divine Nature make the Doctrine of perſonal Election ſting, 
moſt certain and evident: that there is no Room for any one, who F reſen 
has a juſt Apprehenſion of the glorious Attributes of God, to call eng ef 
it into Queſtior, as Mr. Beach repeatedly does. — The divine Om- 33 
niſcience muſt certainly have all Futurities in View at once. — "ay d 
Impoſſible it is, that God ſhould foreknow all Events with Reſpect ore, | 
to rational Agents, if they were not certainly future, or t be ;— WiF A? 
And equally impoſſible that they could be future, or foreknowti by 5 nd 
God as Futurities, if not according to the Counſel of his Will. — i chan tl 
Hence it neceſſarily follows, that the eternal State of each ſingle 1 wag 
Perſon, with all the Means conducing to it, is what God's Counfel becom 


bad determined before. I am the more convinced of the Juſtice q 

of this Reaſoning, becauſe the Apoſtle has ufed it long before me. oh t 
Rom. viii. 29. For <whom he did foreknow, he alſo did predeſtinate 1 t 73 
be conformed to the Image of his Son. When Mr. Beach pleaſes i 1180 b i 
to make a Reply, and to ſhew the Reaſon why he doubts, whe-W.- 2 


ther there be ſuch a Thing as a perſonal Election, I defire he} | ma 15 
would give a particular Anſwer to this Argument. _ 1 7 
| | Diipenſ; 

The Order of Mr. Beach's Diſcouſe calls upon me next to con- as w ON 
ſider, whether God has given to every Man Grace ſufficient for (elf pre 


Salvation: But he having in the Proſecution of his Diſcourſe upon 
that Subject, made ſome very indecent Reflections upon the Doctrine 
of Or1cinar. Sin, it ſeems proper in the” firft Place, to conſider and 
remove theſe. out of the Way. 
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« Could we (ſays he ) have had our Choice, when Adam wal 
« created, I am perſwaded, that no Man who had a juſt Regard 


eto his own Intereſt, would willingly have repoſed ſuch a vail 3 
Truſt in the Hands of Adam, nor indeed of the beſt Angel ij il, 
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8 5 defign'd to be inſinuated in this Part of his Diſcourſe ; which ſeems 


7 to be, that it would not be juſt in God, to impute Adam's Sin to his 
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much too open to the Reflection of every Reader, who has any. 


W Sin. 
7 {der'd as ſignifying any Thing at all to his Purpoſe. 
fore, I ſhall briefly conſider. 


5 than that Adem's Sin is imputed to us; and conſequently that God 


done this, than whether it is equal that he ſhould do it. 


0 


} 
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rr Heaven, as to be obliged to be eternally happy or miſerable, accord- 
* ing to the Choice he ſhould make.” (Page 19.) And again, As 
* to the Bulk of Mankind, he having given them ſuch a Diabo- 
* hut are left in as helpleſs and hopeleſs a Condition as the 
« Devils, who fell by their own perſonal Act; while thefe were 
| © undone by Adam's Gn to which they never conſented : Yet for 
this Sin, or the neceſſary and unavoidable Effects of it, they muſt. 
* be tormented to all Eternity. I am fure, I have no Need 
to make any Remarks upon the bold and daring (not to fay the 
profane) Air of this Language and Manner of Addreſs ! It lies 


Juſt Impreſſons of the tremendous Majefty of Heaven and Earth. 
| I ſhall therefore confine my Remarks, to what 1s principally 


Deſcendants, becauſe it was not equal, nor what we, if then ex- 
ting, ſhould have conſented to, that he ſhould be our fœderal Re- 
preſentative, and we appointed to ſtand or fall with him: And 
therefore, that we cannot be under ſuch an Imputation of Adam's 
This muſt have been his Meaning, if his Words are con- 
This there · 


, ; : 0 o | | 2 * 
And J remark firſt, that to me there is nothing more evident, 


is moſt equal and juſt in the Imputation. For the Judge of all the 
Earth always does, and always will do Right. It is much mere 
becoming ſuch poor Worms as we, to enquire whether God has 
For 
if the former be evident, the latter ſhould be concluded without 
any Heſitancy or Diſpute. This ſhould ſwallow up all our 
| Doubts and Enquiries of that Kind. The infinite Fountain of Juſ- 
tice and Equity moſt certainly does, and cannot but 'do, what is 
equal and- right ; whether we can ſee into the Equity of his 
Diſpenſations, or not. And I think, we have. no leſs Certainty 
from our continued Experience, that we are Fallen Creatures, than 
we have of our own Exiſtence. No Man can look into him- 
ſelf, and not find the dreadful Defection of his whole Nature; his 
Underſtanding naturally dark, his Affections irregular, his Appetites 
and Paſſions exorbitant, his Will perverſe ; and his Soul running 
out more after the Creature, than the Creator; and dreadfully diſ- 
tant from a Conformity to, and Delight in the glorious Perfections 
of God. No Man can look about him, but he muſt behold 
the World of Mankind in a degenerate State. He muſt ſee, that 
Wickedneſs covers the Face of the Earth; that the natural P ſpo- 
ion of Mankind in common, from Generation to Generation, is 
vil, only evil, and that continually, And whence did this tiow ? 
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ical Nature, that they can no more ceaſe to fin, than to breate. 


"34 
Fr bo 
72 


„ 
14 


— Je ä 
It is certain from the divine Perfections, that) we could not 


all have finned ; That through the Offence of one, many be dead; 
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come thus polluted out of the Hands of God at our firſt Creation: 
But that human Nature muſt have degenerated, and loft its primi- 
tive Rectitude. Nor could the bleſſed God be the Author or 
Spring of this: And therefore, that there muſt be ſame other 
Source of this Apoſtacy. Why then' can't we reſt ſatisfied, with- 
out diſputing, in the Repreſentation God himſelf has given us of this 
Matter in his Word ? It is amazing, that any Man who has the 
leaſt Reverence for the Word of God, ſhould call in Queſtion a 
Fact, which is ſo ſtrongly and repeatedly aſſerted, as well as par- 
ticularly explain'd, in many Places of the ſacred Scriptures, both of 
the Old and New Teſtament ; though more fully in the latter, and 
perhaps moſt fully in the Epiſtle to the Romans.— Are we not there 
taught (in Chapter 5:4) That by one Man Sin entered into the World; 
and Death by Sin; and fo Death paſſed upon all Men; for that 


That the Judgment was by one, to Condemnation : And that by one 
Man's Diſobedience, many were made Sinners, &c? Is it poſſible, 
that any Thing can be repreſented in more intelligible, expreſſive, 
and convincing Words, than the Imputation of Adam's Sin is here 
repreſented and confirmed ?— And what greater Confirmation can 
we have of any Truth, than our own Experience and the Word 
of God ?— What then ſtands in the Way of this Doctrine 
We mayn't perhaps ſee into the Equity of the divine Conduct, in 
this Matter. What then? Can't we be throughly ſatisfied, that 
all God's Ways are juſt and right, whether we can account for i 
ſome of them, or not? Can't we adore his Footſteps, when we are 
forc'd to cry out, O the Depths of the Riches, both of the Wiſdom and 


. Kinawledge of God ! 


But then, in the preſent Caſe, there appears Matter enough of 
Satisfaction to every humble Soul, who will look into it with an 
, unprejudiced Eye. Mr. Beach indeed tells us, © he is perſwaded, 
'* that no Man who had a juſt Regard to his own Intereſt, would 
« willingly have repoſed ſuch a vaſt Truſt in the Hands of Adam.” 
But on the contrary, I am perſwaded that every Man (if 
then actually exiſting ) who had known his own Intereſt, would 
willingly have repoſed this Truſt in the Hands of Adam; and 
would have eſteemed it much ſafer there, than in his own Hands. 


Mas it not an incomparably eafier Thing, for Adam to have 
refrain'd from the forbidden Fruit, than for every one, or for any 
one of his Poſterity, for ever to have kept the Law of Nature, in 
all its Demands ?— Was not Adam much more concern'd, than any 
of his Poſterity could have been, not to incur the Penalty of a 
broken Law; in that he had not only his own Intereſt, but the In- 
tereſt of all his Poſterity at Stake ?—— Was not Adam much more 
likely to ſtand, than any of his Poſterity could have been; having 
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Life and Peace for ever? 


at leaſt as great natural Powers, and ſo much higher Motives, as 

his being God's immediate Workmanſhip, his perſonally receiving 
the Law: from the Mouth of God, and his repreſenting ſo many Mil- 
lons of Souls ' beſides himſelf, to give him the moſt lively Impref- 
| fions of his Duty and Intereſt, and the ſtrongeſt Inducements to 
Vigilance and Care left he ſhould fall ?!—— Was there not the 
oreateſt Probability in the World, that Adam would by the Influ- 
ence of ſuch. powerful Matives, have. kept the eaſy Condition of 
Life; and have thereby eſtabliſhed himſelf and all his Poſterity in 
a perpetaal State of Life and Happineſs ?—— And on the other 
Hand, was there any Thing a like Probability, that every one of 
his Poſterity would perpetually have kept the Law of Nature ; 
when the Demands of it would have been (at leaſt in their Du- 
ration) incomparably greater, their Strength no greater than his, 
and they liable to Temptation as great, every Hour of their Lives, 
as his was at the fatal Trial ? And was it not a Thing infinitely 
deſirable, to be brought into a State of Stability, and freed of all 
uneaſy Apprehenſions of Danger from a prevalent Temptation? 
And I may add to all this; Would it not have been voted, by 
all the World, a Diſpenſation of infinite Goodneſs, if Adam had 
ſtood ; and we had all through him been eſtabliſhed in a State of 
When all theſe Things are conſi- 
der'd, let any Man judge, whether he would not have concurred 
to the Covenant made with Adam, if he had then perſonally exiſt- 


= ed, and it had been left to his own Choice; and whether this was 


not a good and equal Diſpenſation, in that God, who takes his 
Meaſures from the Perfections of his own Nature, and not from 
the future Conduct of his Creatures ?— But of theſe Things I have 
ſpoken more largely in another Diſcourſe, to which the Reader is 
refer'd, if he deſires fuller Satisfaction.“ | | 


I am now to confider, whether God has ' univerſally and indif- 
ferently given to all Men Grace ſufficient for Salvation: Or whe» 
ther we can obtain eternal Life, by Vertue of our Improvement 
of that common Grace, which is given to all Men.— This Mr. Beach 
ſtrongly and confidently aſſerts, and endeavours to prove. 


If that common Grace (ſays he) which God affords to all 
** Chriſtians, did not render their Salvation poſſible, we had e'en as 
«© good be without, as receive it.” (Page 17.)— That he means 
by their Salvation being poſſible, that it is attainable by their Im- 
provement of that common Grace, is certain from his further Ex- 
plications of his Meaning. He accordingly tells us, Tho' Man 
is a fallen Creature, yet there is in every one Power of ſelf- 
< determining, of chuſing and refuſing, by which a Man can com- 
** ply with, or reject the Suggeſtions of the Holy Spirit. (P. 21.) 
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And again, „If we ſuppoſe two Men of the ſame natural Abili- 
* ties, and under the ſame Advantages and Operations of the Holy 
4 Ghoſt, the one may ſo improve his Power of Conſideration, as 
to become a wiſe and happy Man, and an eternal Companion of 
« the bleſſed Angels; while the other by neglecting his Reaſon, and 
„ abandoning himſelf to be govern'd by his fleſhly Appetites, may 
% make himſelf ſo vile a Monſter, as to be fit for nothing but the 
Portion of Devils.” (Page 28.)—With much more to the ſame 
Purpoſe.— His Arguments to confirm this Doctrine, are now to be 
conſidered, | AE 


He argues from Ezek. xxiv. 13. Becauſe I have purged thee, and 
thou wwaſt not purged, therefcre thou ſhalt not be purged any more.— 
c Which, without all Peradventure (ſays he) denotes, that God had 
« done his Part: but it failed through their neglecting to do their 
% Part.“ (Page 17.)—Very well! Gop had done his Part, that is 
{according to Fr. Beach's own Interpretation) he had given them 
common Grace, whereby they might refarm their Lives, and perform 
the external Duties of Religion: But they provoked God by ze 
improving theſe Advantages and Powers, that were given them. 
Now what follows? tilow does it appear, that improving com- 
mon Grace would have intitled them to, or qualified them for eternal 
Salvation ? Does the Text ſay any Thing of this Kind; or can 
any Thing of this Kind be any Way deduced from it ? No ! 
but this is the whole Force of the Argument. Common Grace 
muſt be ſufficient to al Men for eternal Salvation; becauſe God 
ave common Grace to ./ome Men, and was provoked with them 
or not improving it. Or in other Words, God gives Power to 
Men to #mprove common Grace, therefore the [mprovement of com- 
mon Grace is /uffcient to eternal Salvation.— That is, the Improve- 
ment of common Grace is ſufficient to Salvation, becauſe it is ſo.— 
Eet Mr. Beach try his Skill; and make more of this Argument, 
if he can. Ye | | | | 


He proceeds.— 80 Hol. xiii. 9. O Jjracl, thou haft deffroyed thy 
« felf. But how can a Sinner's Deſtruction be of Himſelf, if he 
* can't help it, and God never put it in his Power to be any Thing 
* elſe, but a wicked and miſerable Creature? 


To this I anſwer, that the Argument concludes the quite contrary 
Way. For, if it be as here ſuppoſed, that Sinners have Power to 
be nothing but <cic&cd Creatures, it is certain that they wall deſtroy 
themſelves ; and can't do otherwiſe. For Wickedne/s overthroweth 
_ the Sinner, Prov. xiii. 6. — But perhaps by the Expreſſion, how 
can à Sinner's Deſtrudtion be of himſelf * Mr. Beach may mean, 


' how can a Sinner be the faulty Cauſe of his own Deſtruction, if 
God has not given him Power to be any Thing elſe, but.a wicked 
If this be ſup- 
> poſed, 


Creature ?— But to this I alſo. anſwer, as before, 
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this being the main Plea, which runs through his whole Diſcourſe, it 


me Sinner's Power, to be any Thing elſe, but a wicked and miſe- 


ſtool of divine Grace for all Supplies of Grace and Strength, for 
the Sake of Chriſt, the Mediator and Redeemer ? 
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poſed, he muſt neceſſarily be the faulty Cauſe of his own De2 Mi 
ſtruction, upon that very Account: For Wickeane/$ is always faul · $7 
ty; and always, by its natural and moral Efficacy, the Cauſe of De- +4 
ſtruction: And therefore he that neceſſarily continues a Wicked 
Creature; muſt neceſſarily, by that very Means, be the faulty Cauſe 
of his own Deſtruction.— What therefore could Mr. Beach mean 
by this Argument, unl&ſs it be to deduce this horrible and amaz- 
ing Conſequence 5; That if God don't give the Sinner Grace ſuffi- 
cient for Salvation, he can't help his working Wickedneſs : and 
therefore God, and not he, muſt be the blameable Cauſe of it : And 
his Deſtruction muſt be of God, and not of himſelf ! I can 
ſee no Colour of Argument in it, unleſs it be taken in this View. 
And if this be his Meaning, I muſt needs ſay, it is high Time he 
ſhould learn more awful Reverence for the glorious GOD, than to 
dare either to ſpeak, or think, after this Manner. And that this is 
indeed his Meaning, appears evident, by his ſarcaſtick Flouts, elſe- 
where in this Diſcourſe, particularly in P. 25, where he has theſe 
ſcandalous Expreſſions ; © As to the Bulk of Mankind, he having 
given them ſuch a wicked and d;abo/ical Nature, that they can 
* no more ceaſe to fin, than to breathe, Wc.” See likewiſe, Pages 
to, 23 and 26. There is therefore too juſt Occaſion to apply the 
Apoſtle's Rebuke to him: Nay, but O Man, who art thou that 
replieſt againſt God? Shall the Thing formed ſay to him that formed 
it, Why haſt thou made me thus? - Hath not the Potter Power over 
the Clay, to make one Veſſel unto Honour; and another unto Diſhonour ? 
Rom. 1x. 20, 5 7 5 
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Here then I might fairly diſmiſs this pretended Argument. But 


may be proper to make ſome more particular Reflections upon it, 
once for all. And here, 


1. What does Mr. Beach mean by God's not having put it in 


rable Creature ?— Don't the Calviniſ Divines unitedly agree; that 
God has given common Grace, even to thoſe, unto whom he has not 
given his ſpecial and ſaving Influences ? Is it not univerſally al- 
low'd, that by Virtue of this common Grace, they have a Power 
to refrain from open Scandal, to perform the external Duties of 
Religion, to take Pains with their Hearts to get them into a pro- 
per Frame for Duty, and thereby to excite in themtelves ſome Se- 
riouſneſs, Earneſtneſs and Diligence, to conſider of their own Im- 
potence and Unworthineſs, and continue to lie at the Foot- 


Is it not unl- 
verſally allow'd, that if this be their Temper and Conduct, they 
have ſufficient Encouragement given them in the Goſpel, to hope, 
that they may obtain the ſpecial and ſaving Influences of the _ 
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ed Spirit ? Are they not told often, that in this Way "Thouſand: 


the World ever had ? | 
poor condemned Malefactor to apply to his offended Sovereign for 


with, unleſs God will firſt give him further Strength and Helps? 
Shall he venture to go on in his Sins, under the moſt powerful In- 


given him ſpecial Grace, his Deſtruction is not from himſelf, but from 
God; though the Sinner voluntarily indulges his Luſts, neglects the 


they have not only brought Deſtruction, but an aggravated Deſtruc- 1 
tion, upon themſelves. | e : 


namely, in the Vill: That the true Reaſon why Sinners can't; com- 


Hearts and Affections are wedded to their Luſts and Idols; and 


3 8 
9 


* if we do accept it, we ſhall be ſaved : but if we do not, we ſhall but G94 
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have ſought and ſucceeded; and that every individual Sinner has 
in this Way as much Reaſon to hope, as any unconverted Sinner in 
And is not this enough to animate a 


Grace and Mercy ? Shall ſuch a poor guilty Worm ſtand upon 
Terms, with an infinite and ſovereign God ; and refuſe to comply 
with the Methods and Means of 'Grace, which he is able to comply 


centives to the contrary : And yet plead, that becauſe God has not 


Means of Grace, and rejects the free Offers of Mercy ?— If theſe 1 
be the Terms, that poor fooliſh Sinners will inſiſt upon, they muſt | 
Finally know, by a terrible Conviction, when it is too late, that 


2. Let it alſo be conſider'd, where the Seat of this Impotency is | 
ply with the Terms of the Goſpel, is becauſe they worr't.— Their | 
they have ſuch a ſelf-righteous Diſpoſition, as to be too proud to ſtoop 


to the ſelf-· abaſing, tho moſt gracious Terms of the. Goipel : and lf -x 
for this Cauſe, and this only, they continue in their Sins, and 


riſh.— #hoſoever will, are invited to come to Chriſt, and to par- ye f 
take of the Waters of Life freely. Let their Sins be ever ſo many, Bat 75. 
and ever ſo great, they may obtain Juſtification, Sanctification, and BW fhall th 
eternal Salvation, if they are but truly vi//ing to accept of a precious 
Saviour, as exhibited in the Goſpel. And they have no other Ex- lis 
euſe for continuing in Sin, but that they would not comply with ee doth 


the Goſpel-Call, embrace the Goſpel-Promile, and truſt in the only | „ vive 
Redeemer.— From whence then is their Deſtruction, but from them - truly 
ſelves ; and from their own voluntary Choice? „e. 
| | to the ! 
Mr. Beach muſt allow this Argument to be concluſive, becauſe it , God. Fo A 

is his ewn ; and may be found in this Sermon of his, now unde I What bi 


_ Conſideration. He himſelf tells us, That all we do towards our W Pſal. cx. 
Salvation, is to uccept. of the Grace of God, when offered. And r,,.... 


#2 
FP; 
c 


c periſh.” (Page 25.) And yet he tells us, That 20 Man <ci// Phil. i. 1. 
* ever come to Chriſt and accept of this kind Offer, unleſs the Va- taking an 
* ther: draw him, and it be given him from above.” (P. 15.) Ml Heart or 
And does it not then follow, that though no Man will comply with Means fu 
the "Terms of Salvation, unleſs excited by «the ſpecial Influences oi from Mu! 
divine Grace, they yet fail of Salvation, only by their wilful Re recited.— 
jection of the moſt condeſcending and gracious Propoſal, which % OO 


. 
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| the quoted Text. For I find Nothing there, 6 


: | and conſequently enifcaypitrs the Converſion indifferently 0 


* s Arguings from the Text. 


I < give all Men Jufficient Grace, I can't conceive* how he can be 


| Heart of Flo ? Erzek. xxxvi. 26.— Theſe, and theſe only, are 
from Multitudes of Paſſages in the Word of God, defies theſe now 


hne 11 
be ade t men K ; and ke chat he Be. 
$ W r e ee, 


on to ar 4 When Gas: PRA. XXXiii. 11 * Hes, 
Ee has 10 Pl, in the Death of the Wicked, but chufes 
„ that he ſhould 227 and Ive; how can this be true, that he 
don't chuſe that Men ſhould remain wicked and periſh, if Ho 
— withholds from them that” Grace, without” en, they can 
* more turn, than a dead Corple can raiſe itſelk to Like. r Wow 
| 70 Which 5 anſwer; that the Printer -of Mr. Beach 8 8 mo 
have been very faulty ; or Mr. Beach himſelf very careleſs in reading 
of God's chufing that 
a Sinner ſhould turn and live. God does indeed there declare, that 
he hath no Pleaſure in th Death of the. Wicked, but that the Wicks1 
turn from his Way, and live. Vet all that can be juſtly infer'd from 
this Text, is, that the Repentance and Converſion of Sinners 1 4 
Thing acceptable to che God of all Grace, and according tb "thy, £904 
Pleaſure of his Goodneſs ; but not that he efficacioufly ch, prrpocs, 
Sinners 
in general. The former flows from the Goodneſs of his Nature: 
The latter would argue his Want of Power, with . to to 
who fall of Salvation. . 


n Ea 
9 


18 29 49 7 pen 


This being premiſed, I e to contider he Force of Nie. 


* . ws 3. > | 4 &-. „ 4 "MN 


| As for his firſt Argument, from God's giuing Men ach a Nature, 
that they can: Help Ns be wicked ; I have newly Km. 6 it, and . 
ſhall therefore now paſs it over as impertinent. 1 ER 

His ſecond Argument is, He doth not wal vill an W eres who 
ee doth not will the nec ar Means. And if God is not willing to 


truly ſaid to be willing and deſirous, that they ſhould turn and 
* Jide. By © neceſſary Means,“ be muſt intend, if he ſpeaks 
to the Purpoſe, Grace ſufficient for the Conpuer fin of Sinners utito 
God. And what ate theſe neceſſary Means, or this Grace ſufficient ? 
What but Chriff*s making them willing in the Day of his Power '? 
Pal. cx. 3. What but the Exerciſe of the exceeding — of Gods 
Lower; and the Working 0 Y his mighty Power ?£> Eph. i. What 
but "God's working 7 in them both to will and to do, of his good Pleaſure ? 
Phil. i. 13. What but God's giving a new Heart, and a new Spirit ; 


taking azvay the Heart of Stcne out of their Fleſs, ad giving them a 


Means ſufficient for the Converſion of Sinners to God; as appears 


recited, — = The Queſtion therefore is, whether God does in Fact 
F 


will 


— 
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' Sinners, without Piftinction ?— IF ſo, whenee is it, that all, Store 
in common, don't turn and live ? Surely it muſt be within the 
Compaſs of the exceeding .Greatneſs of Gods Power, to ge a new 
Heart, and a new Spirit to all Men, without 1 For be can 
"do all bis Will — But if God does not will theſe negeſlary Mane 
for the Converſion of all Sinners indifferently, what becomes of Mr 
"Beach's Argument — He !“ can't conceive) how God can truly ex- 


4 


-poſtulate. with- Sinners as he does in Exe. xxxiii. 11, And , what 
Bun Is there nothing true with Reſpect to the glorious God, but 
what Mr. Beach has an; adequate Conception of ?— But I ant 
"he "conceive the Goodneſs of God's Nature to be ſuch, that he does 


7 


* 


not take Pleaſure in the Death of a Sinner, as his Creatures Mi- 


Jery; but yet, at the fame Time, conceive his Juſtice and Holineſs i 
e be ſuch, that he mayn t ſee fit to exert, his Almighty ,Fower . 
prevent it — Why can't Mr. Beach conceive, that Repentance or 
Converſion in every Inſtance, would be acceptable to God, or agree- 
able. to the good, Pleaſare e, lit Goodneſs, when bet he does not ee | 
ft id engage all his Power in the Accompliſhment of it in the. -aſc 
of every Sinner, without Difference ?— And why can't . 4 
that though. God be infinite Goodneſs and Mercy, yet chat he is allo Þ 
abſolute Maſter and arbitrary Donor of his own ſpecial. Favours, ; 
Which he owes to none, and has therefore a Right to beſtow where 1 
and when he pleaſes, to have Mercy upon whom he awill have Mercy * | 
— Whether he can conceive of theſe. Things or not, we haye no 


1 75 


greater Certainty of any Truths whatſoeyer, than that theſe are all 
and yet 


true. And he that reproveth Go, let him anſwer it. 


ws * 


We are next told. When Gop works in us, he does not work : 
« irg, fab. For in that Caſe, we could not forbear to work out 0 
« our Salvation. But the Holy Ghoſt works ſo in us, that we may ; 
9 chuſe whether we will work with him, or againſt him. We a 
« can at the ſame Time, either quench,..or. cherith the, Spirit. — 


We can either 7%, or comply with the Holy Chef.. (P. 20.) 


the contrary to this has no better Support. 6 
The Scriptures repreſent to us, that the Converſion of Sinners e 
wrought by the ſpecial Illumination and Influence of the Spirit o 
God ; whereby they have an effectual Diſcovery, not only of their 
own Sin and Miſery, but of the glorious Nature and Way and Au- 
thor of the Salvation revealed in the Goſpel. And when they thus, 
abi open Face, behold as in a Glaſs, the Glory of the Lord, it power? 


; iii. 18. 
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fully changes them into the ſame Image, from Glory to Glory. 2 Cor, 
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— There is a Vein of ſuch extraordinary Diſcourſe running through ; 
his whole Sermon. — But what Evidence have we to ſuſtain it ? No- f 
thing more than his copfident Aſſertion. All therefore that r : 
ncedfal, is to look on the other Side of the Queltion ; and to ſee u 
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ſee Salvation. When I am told, that two and three make five, the 
Caic lf Propoſition commends my Aſſent, without offering any Violence to 
eve, my Underſtanding. And ſo in the preſent Caſe, there is no Force 
alſo upon the Sinner, when by a divine Light, and Life-giving Influence, 
ours, hel is brought to ſee and feel his Miſery and Remedy; and thereby 
here BY neceſſarily, but freely acquieſces in that Way of Salvation, fo glori- 
rcy © ouſly accommodated to all his Wants and Defires.— That this 15 the 
e no OS Caſe, in Fact, is abundantly confirm'd, not only by the Experience of 
re all the Children of God, who have found themſelves thus compelled} 
and yet willing, in the Day of Chriſt's Power : but alſo from the 
- [| Oracles of God, where this Method: of the divine Operation is par- 
work I ticularly deſcribed. 2 Cor. iv. 6. For God who commanded” the 
4 out : = Light to fine out of Darkneſs, hath ſhined into our Hearts, te gil 
may the ' Light of the Knowledge Five Glory of God, in the Face. of © Feſtus 
We N Cbriſt. So likewiſe. E4. i. 18. and many other Places. — That 
it. — [© Sinners ſhould thus have their Underſtanding enlightned, their Mind 
o. : renewed, and thereby be brought into a willing Compliance with the 
_ WF Colpel-Offer, is abſolutely neceſſary to their ſaving Converſion, be- 
rough cauſe they are under the Power of Darkneſs; Cot. i. 13. They are 
No- in Treſpaſſes and Sins, Eph. ii. 1. And they receive not the Things 
ppears BY of the Spirit of God; neither can they know them, until they are en- 
ſee if abled ſpiritually to diſcern. them. 2 Cor. it. 14. — And I venture 
Ito ſhew my Opinion, that he who has not experienced this transforms 
ing Light and Power of the Holy | Ghoſt, illuminating his Mind, al- 
sers is luring his Heart, and attracting his Will, ſo as to neceſſitate his free 
Iirit of Compliance with the Goſpel: Offer, fuch an one has Reaſon to fear, 
f tkeir that Re is yet in his Sins, a Stranger to Chriſt, and an Enemy to God: 
d Au- Mr. Beach indeed inſinuates, that this Doctrine takes away a 
y thus, I Man's Freedom, renders him a mere Engine, and leaves him but an 
powers nell gem Machine. (Page 21, 22. But how, Þ beſeech him, does 
2 Cor. a Man's acting from the cleareſt Light and pureſt Reaſon, from — 
2 6 | _ 


| | 
” * 4 . * * * : . 1 
44 A V INDICATION |. 
1 : E 1. 2 9 V ö 
| . o * TY * Pp 
moſt rational Convictions, and the nobleſt Motives . impreſſed 
1 ; nnn A r ; Ota S \ 2 
4 k 3 * . LY? . n ft UMPr 4 v4 th 


„ looled that it fbould bring forth Grapes, brought it, forth avild ; 
*. anſwered, that he had not done the main 7. | 


Pence, which he had laid out upon them, and eſpecially conſidering, | 


1 
* 


Spirit of God, render him an Engine, or a Machine ? 


Another Argument Mr. Beach offers, to confirm his Doctrine, is 
this . Without ſuppoſing, that ſiaſiciens Grace is afforded to 
„ all, 1 cannot poſſibly underſtand the Senſe of that Expoſtulation, 
« Ifai. v. 3, 4. Aud now, O Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, judge, I pray 
* you, betwixt me and my Vineyard ; what could have been done more 


„ unto my Vineyard, that I have not done in it? Wherefore, when 
« Grapes ? Upon which he obſerves, « 1 could eaſily have 

. ing, without which Y 
** all the reſt was Nothing, and that he had no more put it in 
5 their Power to bring forth Grapes, than to create a new World.“ 
Page 23. e e 


It's fad to conſider, how triflingly and impertinently Men will rea-. 
ſon, to ſerve an Hypotheſis ! For, had not theſe, God's ancient Peo- 
ple, the Powers of Nature and common Grace, beſides the diſtinguiſh- | 
ing Privileges of his Sanctuary and Ordinances? And were not 
theſe Sufficient. to have enabled them (without the ſpecial renewing | 
Influences of the Spirit) to reform their abominable IAalatry, and 
thoſe horrid Impieties, which abounded among them — Were not =" 
theſe /z#ficjert (without ſpecial Grace) to have put them upon the Point 
diligent Uſe of the Mears of Converſion; upon earneſt Inquiries af. I Aten 
ter God, and Endeavours of Conformity to his Will, and in that © ho 
Way to have lain at the Foot of ſovereign Grace, for renewing or ' other 
f&aving Influences? And had not God the higheſt Reaſon to ex- 4 2 
Noſtulate with, and complain of them, that they did not bring forth ; his Ju 
abeſe Grapes, which were juſtly to be expected; conſidering the Ex- 1 
reign 
** i 
the Ap 
0 11 
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that 4%, was dope, that needed to be done, or that even could be done, 
to produce thoſe Effects? 3 „ | 
Mr. Beach proceeds to argue: In the Parable of the Sower, of 
& four Sorts of Ground, but one was fruitful: Now, what made 
* the Difference, aroſe from the Soil, as. our Lord explains it. 
Very well! but Vo was it that ſpecially em ich'd that particular 
Soil, and made it fruitful above the reſt ? It is moſt certain, that 
all: Men by Nature are like za &arren Heath, uncapable as of them- 
felves to bring forth any good Fruit; and our Saviour N 

tells us; Joh. xv. 4, . A. the Branch cannot bear Fruit, of it elf ; + we 
except it abide in the Vine: "no more can ye, except ye abide in nne. Sinne 
Fe ebat abideth in me, and JI in him, the ſame bringeth forth much ſovereig 
Frutt': for auithout me ye can do nothing 3 or can produce no Fruit. his Mer 
2 1 have choſen. you, thut you . and ring * 9 [= 40 1 e 
an rhat your Fruit ſbould remain. Here then we fee, that the eaten, 
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diſtingoiſhing Fruitfulneſs of one more than another, is- derived ſtum 
an Union to Chriſt, and from his free and-ſovereign Grace. 


wo We have one Argument more in the Way, which Mr. Beaeh' (it 
= ſeems) dare venture his Eternity upon; and this is, that . his Doc- 
(ns te trine certainly yields greater Encouragement to all Men to ſtrive for 
, © eternal Life, than that which teaches, that it is a mere arbitrary 
-þ., a © AR of God which ſecures Salvation to Men; and that their own 
ai % Endeavours do neither hinder nor Promote their Salvation ; 
have Which Notion if I'ſhould once entertain, I am ſure, I ſhould with 
dich WY © good Reaſon caſt off all Care and Solicitude for my eternal Intereſt; 
it in & % and ſtrive to be contented with the ſecret and decretive Will of 
rid. God, whatever it might appear to be, when I come into the 


4 eternal World.” | 


It is a ſoft Anſwer to this, and to much more of the like Kind fre- 
quently occurring in his Sermon, to obſerve, that it is a very unjuſt, 
abufive and bitter Ave&ive, againſt the Doctrine which he-is pleaſed 
to oppoſe. For who ever ſuppoſed, that our own Endeavours 
neither hinder nor promote our Salvation?“ Don't the Calviniſt 
Divines conſtantly teach, agreeable to the Oracles of God, that the 
Duties of Religion belong to the Way of Salvation, as God has ap- 
pointed them in Order to the ſeeking of ſpecial Grace, in a diligent 
Attendance on them, and that we have no Reaſon nor Encouragement 
to hope ever to experience the ſpecial Influences of the Spirit, in any 
other Way ? That although God be ſovereign in g:ving a new Heart 
and a new Spirit, and in caufing us to walk in his Statutes and keep 
his Tudgments, and do them ; and does this not for our Sakes, but for 
his own Name's Sake: Yet he will be inquired of by the Houſe of Iſrael 
to do this for them? Ezek. xxxvi.'25, 26, 32, 37.— And the Sove- 
reignty of God is ſofar from a Diſcouragement to. Diligence in Duty, 
that it ought to be improved as a moſt forceable Incentive to it: And 
the Apoſtle accordingly urges it, as a Motive to active Diligence, 
Phil. ii. 12, 13. Work out your own Salvation with Fear and Trem- 
bling: FOR it is God that wworketh in you both to will and to ds, of 
2. good Pleaſure —— If we lie at Mercy, we ſhould moſt earneſtly 
icular implore it. If God only can help us, we ſhould the more diligently 
chat! ſeek Help from him. If we are Bankrupts and depend upon Alms 
for our Subſiſtence, we ſhould therefore ſeel, that we may obtain. If 
lingly We are condemn'd Malefactors, and none but the Prince can forgive 

7 , us, we ſhould the more earneſtly petition him for a Pardon. But 


's on, if Sinners are too proud and ſtout, to acknowledge a glorious God the 
much ſovereign Donor of his own Favours, and to lie at the Footſtool of 
Fruit. his Mercy: if they will run into thoſe deſperate Concluſions, whieh 
Fruit, Mr. Beach here teils us he would do, and as he thinks, with good 


t the Reaſon, then they may expect, that the righteous God will leave 
iming chem tothe dire Effects of their own Pride and Contumacy. — 
N W 
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vill Gaal convines Men of: his Sovereignty, as wells Julie, whe: 


Thus T have taken Notice, I think, of every Thing in this Sermon, 

Which has ſo much as the Appearance of an Argument, in Favour of 
he ( Sufficiency. of common Grace for Salvation.“ I have indeed 
| mr over many Things, which are juſtly .exceptionable : but -I 
hink; Nothing which he could ſuppoſe to have any direct Tendency 
to the Confirmation of his:Hypothefis.—— And now let all ſerious 
and conſcientious Perſons judge, whether their Duty and Intereſt 
don't oblige em, to leave the glorious GOD in Poſſeſſion of his So- 
vereignty, without finding Fault, and without quarrelling the Equity 
of his Diipenſations. Let them judge, whether it don't become ſuch 
finful Worms as we, humbly to acknowledge, that God has a juſt 
Claim to abſolute Liberty in the Exerciſe of his Grace, to have Mercy 
upon whom” he will baue Mercy; and with humble Abaſement of Soul 
to proſtrate themſelves as guilty Criminals at his Feet, imploring 
Mercy for his Name's Sake, for his Son's Sake, and not for theirs ; 
acknowledging, that if they are rejected and left to periſh in their 
Sins, God is juſt, and they deſervedly miſerable : But that if they 
are ſaved, it muſt be from the infinite Riches of free unmerited and 
forfeited Mercy. Let them judge, who know what vital Piety 
means, and have had a bleſſed Experience of the Power of the Holy 
Ghoſt in calling them to Chriſt, whether they are not under moſt 
unſpeakable Obligations to acknowledge, that the Salvation begun in 
their Souls is the ſole Reſult of ſovereign Grace ; qwing to no other 
Cauſe but God's mere good Pleaſure ; excited by no other Motive, 
but becauſe it fo ſeemed good in his Sight. | 48”. 
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* 6.) If aue are juftified freely by. God's Grace, through the Redemption 
i which is in Chriſt Feſus, (as in Rom. iii. 24) If it be not by Works of 
Righreonfneſe which ave have done, but according to his Mercy be faveth 
n, us (as in Tit. iii. 5.) then we are not, ſaved y our Obedienge to the 
of Goſpel ; nor will any Temper of Mind, or Life agreeable, ſerve for a 
ed Weadding-Garment to the Soul, to make it fit to appear befare God: 
1 Our eternal Happineſs is then founded upon Cnrisr's Righteoujneſs 
cy only, and not upon our moral or chriſtian Vertues. 2 
eſt |S If zo him that worketh not, but believeth on him that juſtifieth the 
o- | Ungodly, his Faith is counted for Righteouſneſs (as in Rom. iv. 5 If 
ity } it be not of Works, that we are ſaved, left any Man thould boaſt (as in 
ch | Eph. ii. 9) And if Grace and Works, are directly contrary one to 
uſt | the other (as in Rom. xi. 6) then we are not /aved by our Obedience 
rey | to the Goſpel, any Temper of Mind, or Tenor of Life, we have 
dul or can have; nor is our eternal Happineſs founded upon our moral 
ing and chriſtian Vertues.— It is ſurprizing, that a Man of Mr. Beach's 
s Character can teach Doctrines ſo directly repugnant to the whole 
1eir Oeconomy of our Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt. eee 
hey | | . . £ 
na I Mr. Beach tells us, © Certainly he (be Aeli) did not mean d ex 
ety | © clude our Faith, Repentance, Charity, and other Fruits of the Spi- 
ly © rit, from being neceſſary to, or bearing a Part in our eternal Life.” 
noſt But, I anſwer, Certainly he did mean to exclude all theſe, as they are 
ain f Works of our own, (though, not from being neceſſary to, yet) 
ther from being any Manner of piocuring Cauſe of our Salvation, 
ive, i © bearing a Part (as Works of ours) in ;u/if5ing, and intitling us 
| to Life eternal. | er Era 11 10 


He further obſerves, that by Worlt St. Paul means the Works of 
< the Law of Maſes, and all ſuch M orts whereby Men pretend to 
claim the Reward, not of Favour and Courteſy, but of Debt.“ 
I. would here inquire of Mr. Beach, whether if God has promiſed 
to ſave us by our Obedience, he is not indebted to us, to make that 
Promiſe good, upon our performing of that Obedience, whatever 
Proportion there may be, between the Work and the promiſed Re- 
ward ? And if the Condition be Works, of whatever Value the 
Mert be, is not the Fuifilment of the Obligation, que to him who 
has done the Work, and perform'd the Condition? 


I ſhall now conclude theſe my Remarks, with a brief Expoſtulation 
with thoſe of Mr. Beach's Diſpoſition, who, not content with embra- 
cing theſe dangerous Opinions themſelves, are ſo fond of maki 
Profelytes. — Bear with me, Gentlemen, while I addreſs you in 


a few Words; and briefly inquire into the Grounds of this 
Conduct. „ af 0 : | 


. 


You 
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| If our bleſſed Saviour be the Lord our Righteouſneſs (as in; Jer. _ 
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aaa h — chat you can't Aber. contrary . to the 
Reaſon. and a por that appears to your ſelves. But or 
bond of making Profelytes bf thoſe, who by your own rificiples, are * 
alrendy (if they live up to the Articles of their Faith) in a, more cer- 
tain Stat of Safety, than your? can with any Modeſty: pretend to. 
They hade common Grace; às well as 700 Their Prociiples as 
much influence them not 80 receive the Graer of God in tain; and 
as much teach them the Neceſſity of Holineſs, as yours can do. And 
they walk worthy of their Principles, you muſt. acknowledge, that 
though their Sentiments may be wrong, their Souls are ſafe. And 
though ther may have Cauſe to reflect at the Bar of Chrift, that they 
have had:a more lowly Senſe of their own Impotence and Unwor- 
thineſs; than there was Oceaſion for, and have done more Honour to 
the Sovereignty af God's Grace, than they were oblig d to: Vet 
they: have comply d wirn the Terms of the Gol) el, and will there- 
fore: bo accepted of their'tighteons Judge. heſe (Gentlemen) 
are:Conſequences naturall$dedeced from your own Principles. 
But now, if the Caſe be as the whole Reformation Has voted it, that 
en are. greatly miſtaken, and that yo deny that Submiffion 
to the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; and that Acknowledgment of the free 
and ſovereign Grace of God in him, which the Goſpel makes the 
Terms of your Acceptance with God, and of your eternal Salvation, 
you can't but know how dreadful the Conſequence muſt be in the 
great Day of Trial. — Suffer me, Gentlemen, to tell you, that ten 
thouſand Worlds would not tempt nne to venture my Soul upon the 
Foundation, you are fo earneſtiy perſwading Poor Sinners to build 


r e 


2 2 1 
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You may perh aps ns: you are certain that you are in chi 
right, and cannot be miſtaken. But would not common Modeſty 
put you upon conſidering, That beſides the Church of England, the 
whole Nefermation in general have all along been, and ſtill are pro- 
fefledly-of. a contrary Mind to you; That very many of theſe have 
taken as much Pains to inquire into this Cauſe, were at leaſt as 
capable Judges, and have as good a Claim to Certainty, as your 
ſelves: And that theſe have ſeen the oak: Tenor of the Goſpel, in the 


3 _ ſtrongeſt Language, oppofing your Principles ? 


You nay perhaps pretend, that the Doctrines of Hpecial Grace, 28 
held by the Calwiniſe, are deftruRtive of à religious and 'godly Life. 
But you muſt know (how inconſiſtent ſoever you may ſuppoſe 


their Principles) that the Calviniſis conſtantly teach the Neceſſity of 
Sandi cation, in Order to final Salvation; and that without Holineſs Þ 


ro. Man ſhall or can fee the Lord. And it is a notorious Fact, which 


cannot juſtly be diſputed, that the Practice of Piety towards God, and 
Righteouſneſs toward Men, prevails as much (at leaft) among thoſe | 


* 


of the Calvinian, as among others of the Arminian Perſwaſion; | 
yes, that the more humbly ſenſible of his own Impotence and No- 


thingneſs 
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thingneſs, any Man is, and the firmer Truſt he has in Chriſt fo 
Grace, Mercy, and Peace, ſo much the more godly, righteous; ſober 
and watchful will his Converſation be. —While on the contrary; it is 
been an old Obſervation, too conſtantly verified, that the moſt zea!- 
Gus Patrons, of the Suffciency of common Grace, and of our Juftifica- 
tion by Works, have been generally very far from confirming or com- 
mending their Principles, by their Converſations. 


You may poſlibly, after all, make it your Apology, that Truth is 
not to be eſtimated by Conſequences, but by Ewidence. Well ! I 
have now been conſidering and examining your Evidence: and the- 
World muſt judge, whether it will bear a Trial by the Standard of 

— And it concerns both you and me to conſider ſo- 


the Sanftuary.— 
lemnly, whether our Principles and our Hopes will bear the Trial in 
the great Day of Accounts. The Lord of his free Grace direct 
and keep us in his own Way, that we mayn't at laſt be a e of 
our Hope, and find our Eæpectation periſh : but that we may receive 
the End of our *Faith, the Salvation of our Souls, Amex. 


—_— 
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0 7 GOD's /overeign free Grace, in ſome 


Caner's SER MON, from Math. vi. 
28, 29. Intitled, The true Mature and 
Method . chriftian Preaching. 


EFORE I had fniſhed my Remarks upon Mr. Beach's Sermon, 
| B I had two other Pamphlets -put into. my Hands, written with 
1 a the ſame Deſign as the Sermon already conſidered. The one 
1 of them intitled, The Nature and Method of christian Preaching; 
i the other, 4 Letter concerning the Sovereignty and Promiſes of God. 
* | The former of theſe, written by Mr.” Henry Caner: The latter (as I 
am well informed) by Dr. Samuel Febnſon. Though I can't but 
q .. conclude, that what I have already ſaid in Anſwer to Mr. Beach, is 

=_ a ſufficient Refutation of whatever occurs in theſe Diſcourſes, if pro- 
1 4 perly applied: Vet there being ſome Things here plauſibly offered, 
e which will be likely to ſtumble the unwary and injudicious Reader, 
„ and lead him off from the true Foundation of his Hope and Safety, 

it is thought needful, that there be ſome general View given of the 
falſe Foundation, upon which thoſe Diſcourſes are built, and of their 
dangerous Tendency to the Souls of Men. 


+. I ſhall begin with ſome brief Reflections upon Mr. Caner's Ser- 
LS Mon; the profeſſed Deſign of which is, to inſtrut us in the true 
. Method of Preaching : But if he himſelf has miſtaken his Way, our 
1 Saviour's Obſervation (Matth. xv. 14.) muſt take Place, F the Blind 
lend the Blind, both ſpall fall into the Ditch. — Whether. this be ſo, 
or not, comes under immediate Conſideration. 


The 
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The Sum of what Mr. Caner endeavours to prove, is, that 


according to the Method of our bleſſed Saviour's and his Apoſtles 
Preaching, wwher we preach ta the. unconverted Heathen World, Repen. 
tance of their former <wicked Life, and Faith in Chriſt, are the only prop v 
neceſſary Doctrines, to be inculcated upon ſuch Men as theſe. (Page 14.) 
But when we preach to thoſe who are already Chrifiians, who baue 
profeſſed their Faith in Chriſt, and have been received into his Church by 
Baptiſm, we ſhould intirely change our Applications; and no longer now 
inſiſi upon Faith, but Practice. | "SE" 


He ſays but little to illuſtrate the firſt of theſe Propoſitions ; not 
was there any Occaſion that he ſhould, it being on all Hands allowed 
for Truth. But he is large and particular in his Endeavours to 
confirm the Jatter Propoſition : With what Succeſs, I am now to 
inquire. 2 | | 


He begins with urging the Pattern of CarisT himſelf : And his 
Evidence here is thus propoſed. * Firſt (ſays he) let us conſider the 


Example of our bleſſed Sawour's Preaching, as it is exhibited to us 


*in this Sermon (the Sermon on the Mount,) of which Mention is 
% made in my Text. For though he taught upon many other Oc- 
« caſions, both in publick and private; yet we have no compleat 
e publick Sermon of his, beſides this which is here recorded. 


And the firſt Thing remarkable in this Sermon is, that it is a- 
„ dapted to his Hearers, that is, his Diſciples. For though there 
% was a mixt Multitude, that now heard him: Yet bis Diſcourſe 
was Chiefly directed to his Dz/ciples. (P. 8.) Theſe Men 
having already made Profzjion of Cuxisr, and yielded up them- 
55 ſelves to become his hearty and ſincere Followers, and being re- 
* ceived by him as Members of his Body, or of that Church which 
© he came to eſtabliſh, and whereof he himſelf is the Head, did not 
„ need a Diſcourſe about Faitb, nor an Exhortation about coming 
*« to CykisT, ſo much as proper Inſtructions in Regard to their Con- 
* du and Behaviour as Chriſtians.” (P. 11.) | | 


This is the Sum of his Reaſoning upon this Head, in his own 
Words. From whence theſe ſeveral Wings offer to our Conſide- 
ration and Inquiry. N 


1. Whether Chriſt's Sermon on the Mount was eſpecially addreſſod 
to the twelve Diſciples, and accommodated to their Circumſtances ; 
and not to the Circumſtances of the vaſt Multitude, which attended 


* 


. Whether there be no compleat publick Sermon of our Lord's, 
beſi es this in the Mourr, recorded by the Evangeliſts | 


3. Whether 
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3. Whether when our Saviour preached to his twelve Diſciples 
only, juſt before his Crucifixion, he did not inculcate upon them the 
Neceſſity of their Faith in him. And, FT 


4. Whether our bleſſed Saviour did not inſiſt upon Faith and Re- 
pentance, in the whole Courſe of his Miniſtry. Theſe Things duly 
conſider'd will ſet the Caſe in a proper Light. 


I am firſt then to conſider, whether this Sermon upon the Mount 
was eſpecially addreſſed to the twelve Diſciples, and accommodated to 
their Circumſtances; but not to the Circumſtances of the Multitude, 
which attended it.— Mr. Caner takes it for granted, that this Ser- 
mon was chiefly directed to Chriſt's own Diſciples (the Twelve he muſt 
mean, if he would ſpeak pertinently) and builds all his Reaſoning 
upon this Peffulatum. That theſe Diſciples had already received. him 
as their Maſier, and liſtcd themſelves as his Followers. (Page 8.) Had 
already rectived him by Faith 3 and profegſed their Dependaxce upon him. 
(Page 14.) Therefore to the/e he gives ſuch Directions as might geucrn 
their Lives 3 and make it evident, they did nat receive their Religion in 
vain, (Page 8.) Jo theſe he preached the Doctrine of new Obedience; 
and exhortcd them to live ſuitably to their holy Calling. (Page 14. ) — 
Now. will there upon Examination be found any Manner of Founda- 
tion for alli this:? Does not the Text aſſure us, it was upon ſec- 
ing the MuLTITUDES, he event up into the Mountain ; that ſeating 
himſelf upon the Summit, ſo great a Multitude might (by the De- 
clivity of the Hill) have the Advantage to fit in a Semi- Circle at his 
Feet, according to their Cuſtom of attending upon the Teachings cf 
the Jewiſh Doctors in that Day. 1 — By Bis Diſciples coming to him, 

1 think, we are not to underſtand the Tave/ve, who were not yet 
called to be his Followers : but the Multitude mention'd in the fore- 
going Part of the Verſe, who approached to him as D#/cip/cs or 
TLearners were wont to do to the Ju Doctors, to fit at his Feet, 
and attend his Poctrine. They are called Di/cip/cs, not in the ſpecial 
and appropriate, but general and lax Senſe of the Word, as they 
were now waiting on his Inſtruction and Diſcipline. This ſeems 
the natural and neceſſary Conſtruction of the Paſiage. For what 

Senſe can be made of our Saviour's going to the Top of a Mountain, 
 Jor- the Sake of the Multitudes, when he deſigned to appropriate or 
ſpecially direct his Addreſs to his twelve Di/cip/cs, whom he could 
have as conveniently inſtructed in a Houſe, or on a Plain any where, 
as upon the Top of a Mountain ?—— It is therefore certain, both 
from the Text and from the Nature of the Thing, that he choſe that 

Situation, that the. Multitude . might conveniently attend. and . Lear 
him. And what puts this beyond Diſpute, is, that the Tavc/ve Di/- 
caples were not yet called to be his conſtant Attendants and Followers ; 
as before hinted. We find indeed, by the 2 iſt Verſe of the foregaing 


— 


1 Vid. Gedwuin's Moſes and Aaron. Lit. 1. Chap. 7. 
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Chapter, that the firſt four were now. newly called to allo him. 
And it appears from Mark 1. 17,.—45. that there were no other 
Diſciples in conſtant Attendance upon him, when this Multitude reſort- 
ed to him, but Simon, Andrew, James, and Jobn. The ſame is alſo 
evident from Luke v. 10, — 15. In which Places our Lord's ſeveral 
Tranſagtions from the Time of his calling theſe four Diſciples, to the 
Convention of this Multitude, are particularly related: and we may 
juſtly ſuppoſe, it was a conſiderable Time before any other of the 
Taurlue were called, as his ſtated Attendants.—— I might moreover 
obſerve, that Mr. Caner's Text ſerves further to illuſtrate this Mat- 
ter, It was the People (the Multitude) that were aſfoniſped at his 
Doctrine, and conſequently to them was the Sermon directed; and 
upon them did our bleſſed Lord de/ignedly impreſs it with ſuch Power, 
as excited their Approbation and Admiration. — All thoſe Remarks 
therefore upon our Lord's accommodating his Diſcourſe to his Diſciples, 
who had already liſted themſelves as his Followers, received him ag 
their Maſter, received him byFaith,&c. are merely imaginary & trifling. 


The true State of the Caſe ſeems to be this. The Multitude 
were ſtruck with a Conviction, that Fe/us was their expected Miah, 
and from thence filled with an Apprehenſion, that he would quickly 
aſſume that temporal Dominion and Grandeur, which the Fews of 
that Day imagined neceſſarily conſequent upon the Meffah's Appears - 
ing. They therefore ſeem to flock to him, that they may be early 
in hs Service, aſſiſt him in his Victories, and ſecure a Part in the 
Glory and Magnificence of his Kingdom. — He accordingly adapts his 
Diſcourſe, to check theſe their ambitious Views; corrects their Miſ- 
takes, and ſhews them, that inſtead of this temporal Pomp and Gran- 
deur, Riches and Honours, Conqueſts and Triumphs, in which they 
hoped to be happy, true Blz/eane/s conſiſts in the Seeing of God, and 
enjoying the Honours, Privileges and Bleſſings of the K:ngdom of Ged, 
which is ſpiritual and heavenly : And that the Characters of the % V- 
ed Man are ſüch as theſe, Poverty. of Spirit, Meekneſs, Self. Denial, 
Patience, Love to all Men, Forgiveneſs of Enemies, and univerſal. 
Conformity to the Will of God.— If any would ſee this ſet in a par- 
ticular — clear Light, let him read Dr. Doddridge's excellent Para- 
pbraſe upan this Sermon in the Mount. Upon the whole then, 
it 15 molt evident, that this Sermon of our Lord's doth afford no Foun- 
dation at all for that Method of Preaching, which Mr. Caner attempts. 
to*eſtabliſh upon it. But all his Pretences of our Saviour's preaching» 
Faith and Repentance, to thoſe enly wha were not brought over to the 


Chriſtian Profeſſion, and changing his Applications, to thoſe who had 


already received him, are meerly chimerical, without the leaſt Coun- 
tenance from his Text and Context; or indeed from any Thing elſe 
in the whole Goſpels. | 
I'm aware, that it may be objected againſt this Reaſoning, that 


waere this ſame Sermon is recorded in the ſixth Chapter of Lake, we 
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are aſſured; that the twelve Dr/ciples were previouſly: choſen; and Dife 
were; all perſonally Auditors .of this — — But, T think it Cane 
certain, that the Sermpm recorded in Lale, was preached at another | beſid 
Time, and upon another Occaſion (probably of a like Kind with of E 
what has been juſt conſider d) and was not the ſame Diſcourſe, 1 
though ſome of the ſame Things occur in it —— This is evident By 
from the Diſcourſe it ſelf ; the greateſt Part of what is recorded in Serm 
Matthew, not being found in Luke. Matthew records nine Beati - the! 
tudes: Luſe but four, and with conſiderable Variations from Matthew. to M 
And on the other Hand, there is a Variety of Things in Luke, 8 
particularly three Verſes together, wherein Moes are denounced, of . 
which Mattheav ſaith Nothing. Beſides, the Mattitude, which at- Repen 
tended. the Sermon recorded by Matthew, came from Galilee, Deca. Faith 
poles, Feruſalem, Fudea,and from beyond Jordan. Whereas thoſe men- And 
tion d by Lule, came from Judea, Feruſalem, and the Sea- Coaſi of Tyre Wha 
and Sidon. And what puts it beyond all Doubt is, that according when 
to Matthew's Narrative, our Lord took the Maltitude with him to the Luft « 
Top of the Mountain: But according to Lz/e's Report, he took his they 
Dijciples only into the Mountain, and continued with them there all him « 
Night in Prayer to God ; and met with the Multitude in the Plain; Unio, 
after his Deſcent from the Mountain. According to Matthew's Ac- Conſe 
count, the Sermon recorded by him was delivered upon the Mountain : Jedls c 
But according to Luke's Hiſtory, he ſtood upon a Plain, after he came by ar 
dan from the Maumtain, when he preached the Sermon there record- John. 
ed. Luke vi. 17. —— Thus we ſee, that the very Foundation of Parak 
Mr. Caner's Sermon is but a mere Quickſand ; and what then mult And. 
become of his pompous Superſtructure? ; | See 1 
. ; | | alledg 
I am next to conſider, whether there be 20 compleat publick Sermon GR 
of our Bleſſed Loxp's, beſides this in the Mount, recorded by the be of 
Evangeliſts.—— This Mr. Cazer denies ; inſinuating thereby, that E 

this Sermon is the only Pattern, which can be taken from our bleſſed i Up 
Saviour's Preaching, to guide us in our Addreſſes to thoſe, who are won't 
already profeſſed Chriſtians, But how came Mr: Caner to make VIOU} 
this egregious Blunder ? Did he never read the fxth and the yu K 
Ot f tn 


tenth Chapters of John's Goſpel ? Were not they publick Sermons, 2 
that are there recorded? Have we not as much Evidence, that they inſiſted 


were campleat Sermons,” as we have with. Reſpect to this Sermon in the trines 
Meant ; Were not Chriſt's Twelve Diſciples preſent, when he preach- them, 


ed them ? And (what is full to the preſent Purpoſe) were not thoſe ment 
whole: Diſcourſes upon the Nature, Neceſſity and bleſſed Conſequences 
of Faith in Chriſt, of an Intereſt in and Union to him, and on the Soſpel 


dangerous State of Urbelievers ?—— Some of his Diſciples indeed ST OY 
were prejudiced againſt Diſcourſes of ſuch a Tenor. They concluded 42 
one oubt) with ſome of the preſent Times, that it was not a proper . > 

ethod of Preaching to profeſſed Chriſtians ; and therefore went \ 
buck, and wallrd m more <vith him. Joh. vi: 66.—— Such publick 1 
Sermans, however, our Lord did ſee Cauſe to preach, whether his “ 4 
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nd Diſciples were prong or diſpleaſed with them. And therefore Mr. $ f 
it Caner s Remark, that we have no compleat publick Sexmen of his 
ler beſides that in the Mount, is certainly a very groſs Miſtake in Point 
ich of Hiſtory. My | 
2 But ſuppoſing it were Fact, that we have no Inſtance of any ublic 
my Sermon preach'd by our bleſſed Loxp to his profeſſed Diſciples, upon 
A the Doctrines of Faith and Rifentance ; will it not be as repugnant 
3 to Mr. Caner's Scheme, if we can find a private Sermon of our Lord's, 
be. preach'd to his Diſciples, wherein theſe Doctrines are inſiſted upon 2 
of His Buſineſs was to prove, that quite other Doctrine than Faith and 
_ Repentance was neceſſary, to thoſe who had already received Chriſt by 
_ Faith, and ſubmitted to him as a Mediator and Guide (Page 14.) 
_, And that this was con/?antly exemplified in our Loxp's Preaching. 
yre What then muſt become of this fine Speculation, if it appears, that 
ing when our Lord preached to his twelve Diſciples only, and that too in the 
the lt Sermon they ever heard from his Mouth (certainly therefore after 
his they had recczwed him by Faith, and profeſſed their Dependance upon 
mil him as their Mediator and Guide) the Doctrine of Faith in him, of 
__ Union to him by Faith, of the Fruits of Faith, and of the Peace and 
"ig Conſolation that ſhould flow from Faith in him, were the chief Sub- 
„„: %s of his Diſcourſe ! That this was ſo in Fact, cannot be debated 
me by any one who will read the xivth, xvth, and xvith Chapters of 
. Jehn. In a Word, what was the Spirit and Scope of our Lord's 
„ Parables, in general? Was it not to teach Faith and Repentance ? 
nuſt And were not his Parables principally deſign'd for his Diſciples Uſe? 


See Matth. xiii. 11. From whence it follows, that as the Facts 
alledged by Mr. Caner are meer Imaginations, without any Appear- 
FIR ance of Truth, the Conſequences he has deduced from them, muſt 


he be of the ſame airy Nature with the Premiſes, on which he argues. 


Ned | Upon the whole then, I think, it muſt appear to every one who 
5 won't ſhut his Eyes againſt the Light, that although our bleſſed Sa- 

0 vioux preached upon a great Variety of other Subjects, and thereby 
the has ſet an Example to thoſe who miniſter in his Name, to bring out 


A. of their Treaſure Things new and old: Yet the cli Subjects 
they inſiſted upon in the whole Courſe of his Miniſtry, were the Doc- 
he trines of Faith and Repentance, or what depended, upon them, led to 
ach- them, and was neceflary to the Deſcription, Illuſtration and Enforce- 
hoſe ment of thoſe important Points. Thus he began his Miniſtry, 

| Matth. iv. 17, 23. Thus he continued it; as appears from the 
the | Goſpel of John, I where his Diſcourſes are more fully and particu- 
deed og . — ——̃ K— 


uded .. see Jb. iii. from ver. 14. to the 22d. Chap. iv. ver. 10, te 
roper 26.—— . bap. v. 19, to 47. Chap. vi. 27, to 65.—Chap. 
* Vi. 37. &c.— Chap. viii. 12, to 28. Chap. ix. 35, to 39. 


lick . Chap. x. throughout —— Chap. xii. 31, to 37. and 44, to 50. 
g bis And Chapter 7 xiv, XY, Xvi. thr oughout. f <p . > 


= 
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| his Name. See Mark xvi. 15, 16. and Luke xxiv. 47. 


of Mr. Caner's Sermon to prove this.— I would further premiſe, that 
I have no Controverſy with this Gentleman, about the chief Points 


larly repreſented. —* Thus he concluded it; in the Serien abbve- 
cited, the 4a which he ever preached while reſident among Men.— 


And theſe. were the Doctrines, which without any Reſerves; Limita- 


tions or Diſtinctions, he recommended to his Diſciples, to preach allo, 
when he commiſſioned tkem to go forth, and preach the Galpel in 

nd as 
the Apoſtles well underſtood his Meaning, they preached accordingly: 
teſtifying both to Jews and Greeks, Repentance towards God; and Faith 
Towards. our Lord Feſus Chrift. See Acts xiii. 38, 39. and Chap. xx. 
21. With many other ' Places.— For his Mimflers therefore (under 
whatever Pretence) to acglect inſiſting upon theſe important Points, as 
eſſentially neceſſary to a well-grounded Hope of Salvation, and 43 
what alone will be productive of true Holineſs in Heart and Life, is 
to deviate from the Pattern given them by the great Head of their 
Order, to counteta&t the Deſign of their Miſſion, to Impoveriſh their 


Miniſtry, and to ſtarve the Souls of their Hearers. 


Thus I have briefly examined the Evidence Mr. Caner has pretend- 
ed to produce, from the Tenor of our bleſſed Sawzour's Miniſtry. — 
And the Reader muſt now judge, whether there be any Foundation 
for his Reaſoning, or any Safety in-his Scheme of Chriſtian Preach- 
ing.— After all, I know it's the Opinion of ſome judicious Divines, 
that not ſo much CHRIS T's own perſonal Miniſtry, as that of his po- 
Ales, under the Diſpenſation of the SpikIir, which follow'd his Aſ- 
cenſion, is to be conſider'd as the proper Standard of Chriſtian Preach- 
ing: And as they obſerve, a Mifake about the Deſign of ChRIST“s 
dwelling ſo much on the Law in his own Preaching, may be of dau- 


gerous Conſequence; in many Regards.“ 


I am next to conſider, whether Mr. Caner's Scheme of Preaching 


will receive any better Countenance or Support from the Example of 


the ArosrI ES. 


Previous to a diſtinẽt Examination of this, it ſhould be obſerved, 
that it is not the Queſtion, whether the Apoftles in their Epiſtles to the 
Churches, taught the Neceſſity of Morality; Obedience, and Holi- 
neſs ; this is granted by every Body, and needs no Proof. — The 
Miniſtry of the preſent Age have undonbtedly an Example ſet before 
them in the 4po/iolich, to affirm conſtantly, that they who have believ- 
ed in God, ſhould be careful to maintain good Works, And I can't ima- 
gine, to what Parpoſe, are thoſe numerous Quotations in the Margin 
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See this diſtinctly repreſented in an excellent Anonymous Book, 
lately publiſh'd, and aſcrib'd to Dr. Warrs; Intitled, Orthodoxy 
end Charity united. Essax III. Sect. V. Pag. 54. &c,— 
Compar'd with Pages 28, 119, 125 8 xl To 
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of Doctrine inſiſted on by the Apoſtles, in what he calls the ffrſt Period 
of their Preaching, from our Saviour's Aſcenſion unto the Settlement 
of Churches and Societies of Chriſtians. . I agree with him, that“ the 
«« Points then chiefly inſiſted on were theſe, Chrift crucified, Feſus and 
« the Reſurrection, Faith and Repentance, Putting on Chriſt, being bap- 
« tized into Chriſt, and the like.“ 


But then the Queſtion is, Whether during what he calls“ the /+- 
c cond Period of their Labours, which they exerciſed towards thoſe 
* who were already Chriſtians, who had profeſſed their Fuich in 
« Chriſt, and had been received into his Church by Baptiſm, we ſhall 
then find that they intirely changed their Applications; and no longer 
now inſiſted upon Faith, but Practice, the Duties we owe to God, 
* our ſelves, and one another?“ As he aſſures us, the Cate was. 
(Pape 17,} © | | 


The only Method to ſet this Matter in a fair and juſt Light, is to 
take a general View of the ſeveral Epiſtles, written by the Apoſtles 
to the Churches; and ſee whether in them, or in any of them, they 
inſiſt upon Faithgin Chriſt, as well as upon Practice of the Duties we 
owe to God, to our ſelves, and to one another. If upon Exami- 
nation it is found, that this is the Caſe in Fact, in any of the Epiſiles 
written to the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, who were received into the 
Goſpel-Church, it muſt neceſſarily teach us the Impertinence of Mr. 
Caner's Reaſoning, and the dangerous Tendency of his Doctrine in 
the Sermon before uus. . 


To conſider theſe Epiſtles in their Order, as placed in the Bible, 


I begin with the Epiſtle to the Romans. That this Epiſtle was di- 


rected to thoſe who profi ſſed their Faith in Chriſt, appears beyond 
Debate, from Chap. 1. ver. 7, 8. 70 all that be in Rome, beloved of 
God, called to be Saints. I thank my Cod through Feſus Chriſt for 


you all, that your Faith is ſpoken of through the whole World,— That 


the main Scope of this Epiſtle is, to prove the Neceſſity of Faith in 
Chriſt, in Order to our Juſtification before God, and our Progreſs in 
a' Life of holy Conformity to his Will, muſt appear in a Meridian 


Light to every careful Reader. This is ſummarily propoſed, Chap. 
1. ver. 17. Por therein is the Righteouſneſs of God revealed, from Faith 
to Faith; as it is auritten, The Fuſt Shall live by Faith. 
particularly proved, from the Impotence and Guilt bcth of Feav and 
Gentile, in the three firſt Chapters. And from thence is this Conclu- 
ſion drawn in the 28th Verſe of the iiid Chapter, Therefore we con- 
clude, that a Man is juſti fed by Faith, without the Deeds of the Law. 


This 1s 


This Concluſion is ſtrongly ratified and confirmed throughout 


the ivth Chapter, by the Examples of Abrabam and Dawid, whoie 
Faith was imtuted to them for Righteouſneſs — The Manner in which 
we are Partakers of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt by Faith, is repre+ 
ſented in the vth Chapter.— The State, Character, and Hope of Be- 
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hi 5 fet ts us, in the vi, vil, and vuith Chapters — The 


Sovereignty of God in the Donation of his Grace, is the Subject of 
the ix and xith Chapters.— The Difference between the Righteouſ- 
neſs of the Law and the Righteouſnels of Faxth, is. repreſen: ed in the 
xth Chapter. And ſome practical Reflections madę upon the whole, 
This is a juſt Repreſentation 
of the Caſe; and muſt not all the World vote that Man very tho't- 
leſs and inattentive (to ſay no worſe) who will venture to publiſh it 
for. Fact, that with Reſpect to thoſe who profeſſed their Faith in 
Chrift, the Apoſtles intirely changed their Applications! Thcy no longer 
now inſiſt upon Faith, but Practice. The Duties abe 'owe to God, ta 
ourſelves, and to one mehr, are the chicf Sulfects of tbcir Diſcourſes, 
in ALL their Epilttes to the Coriflian Churches, | 


1 proceed now to confider the two Epiſeles to the Cox ix HANS: 
And to ſee whether in them, the Apoſtle does not infiſt upon Faith, 
as well as Practice. — Though the firſt of theſe was written on a 
ſpecial Occaſion, to rebuke their Factions and Contentions, their A- 
baſe of their ſpiritual Gifts, and their Profanation of the Lord's Sup- 
per ; and to anſwer ſome Letters, containing — 4 ons, relat- 
ing to Marriage and Divorce; whence it's neceſſary that theſe prac- 
tical Matters ſhould be the principal Subjeds treated on: Yet the 
imperiant Point, which Mr. Caner ſays was no longer inſiſied on by 
the Apoſtles, in their Epiſtle; to the Churches, was ſo far from being 


neglected. or overlook's, that this Apoſtle enters immediately upon 


that Subject, in the ver, „t Chapter; mentions the precious Name 
of Cunisr, not leſs than fe venteen Times in that Chapter; tells em, 
that Chri/? qrucified was the great Subject of his Preaching (ver. 23.) 
That the Preaching of the Cross (or Faith in a crucihed Saviour) is 7s 
thoſe that are ſaved, the Power of God ; and that how <wi/e ſoever the 
enbelieving Few: or Greeks might be eſteem'd by themſelves or others, 
their Wildom was Faolifpneſs with God, while the molt ea, foolijp 
and conterptible true Believers were wifer than any of them all; be- 
cauſe they are in Chrij? Feſus (are united to him by Faith ) ends of 
Cad is made unto us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sancti fication, and Redemption. 
(ver. 18. to the End.) — And in the /econd Chapter, he purſues the 
ſame Argument; and ſhews them, that when perſonally among them 
he came not to ** with Excellency of Speech, or Wiſdom ; bat deter- 
mined *4 Lale nothing among them (to make nothing elſe the Subject 
af his pablick Diſcourſzs) eat Feſus Chrift, and him crucified ; * that 
' their Faith could not fland in the 17i/ſdom of Men, but in the Power of 
Cad. (from ver. 1, to 5.) If then an Account of the Manner and 
Subjegt of his een may be taken from the Apoſtle himſelf, 
the Matter is direaly contrary to Mr. Caner's Repreſentation. 
- | need not therefore ſpend Time diſtinctly to conſider the Re + 
mainder of this Eępihle; nor the ſecend Epifile to the ſame Church: 
the Afe tle having thus determin'd the Point, with Reſpect to his 
* among the Corinthians, beyond Debate. —— 
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they no longer now inſiſt upon Faith, but Practice. 


e ſovereign GRACE. 99 
If we proceed to confider this Matter, as repreſented in che Epiſtle 
fo the GALATIANS, it will appear that the great Deſign of this Fpi/- 


tle was a Refutation of ſome ſuch Doctrines as are taught by Mr. 
Caner : with a diſtinct Proof and Illuſtration of the important Doc- 


trine of our Juſfiſicatios by Faith in Cbriſe, and not by the Works of the 


Law. The Apoſtle begins this Epiſile with a heavy Complaint 
of theſe Galatians, for being /o ſoon rempved from the Grate of Chriſt, 
unto another Coſpel (that is, for their forſaking the Doctrine of f- 
tification by Faith, ævithout Works, as appears from the whole Tenor 
of the Epiſtle) and denounces an awful Curſe againſt any Man, or 


Angel from Heaven, that ſhould preach any other Dodtrine to em, 


than he had preached, and thereby lead them from h Grace of 
Chri/t, and the Way of Salvation by Faith, wwithout the Works of the 
Law. Chap. i. 6, 8. A Text that demands the ſerious and ſo- 
lemn Conſideration of thoſe Preachers, who follow Mr. Caner's Di- 
rections, in the Sermon now before us. The Apoſtle, after a par- 
ticular Juſtification of his Miſſion to, and Conduct in the Goſpel-Mi- 
niſtry, in the Remainder of the firſt and former Part of the ſecond 
Chapter, proceeds in the latter Part of the ſecond, and in the third 


and fourth Chapters, to explain and prove to the Galatians the Docs 


trine of our Fuſtigcatiou by Faith, without the Works of the Law ; to 
ſhew the Neceſſity of building all their Hopes of Salvation upon J 
tification by Faith alone; and ſmartly to expoſtulate with them, and 
reprove them, for being ſo bewwitch'd, as to depart from this moſt im- 
portant Doctrine of Grace and Life. After this, he concludes his 
Efiſtle by a twofold Eæhortation. The firſt is, to land faſt in the 
Liberty, wwherewith Chrift had made them free; and not be entangled 


| Again with the Toke of Bondage. The ſecond is, to bring forth the 


Fruits of the Spixir; and walk worthy of their Chriſtian Profeſſion. 
- This (thoagh a very brief) is a juſt View of the main Scope 
of the Epiſtle to tie Galatians, . How aſtoniſhing is it therefore, that 
this Epiſile ſhould be cited by Mr. Caner (Page 19.) to prove, that 
in the Apoſtle's Addreſſes to thoſe who profefſed their Faith in Chriſt, 
This Conduct is 
exactly parallel to the Papiſt Bellarmine's Attempt to prove from 
Matth. xxvi. 27. Drink ye all of it, that the Cup in the Exchari/# mult 
be withheld from the Laith. Upon the whole, this obvious Re- 
mark offers it ſelf to Mr. Caner's Confideration, that it greatly con- 
cerns us all to imitate the Example, which this great Apoſtle recom- 
mends'to his Galatians, to Hive the Life which we live in the Fleſh, 
hy the Falrh of the Son of God, who lowed us and gave himſelf for 
1; leſt we fruſtrate the Grace of God; ſince if Righteouſneſs come 
by the Law, Chriſt is dead in vain. Chap. ii. 20, 21. 


If we go on to conſider the Point in View, as repreſented in the 
Epiſtle to the ErnesIans, we ſhall find that the Apoſtle begins that 
Epiſile, as the others before conſider'd, by diſtinctly treating upon the 
Doctrines of /pecjal Grace, His three firſt Chapters are a A 

g 5 an 
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and elegant Diſcourſe upon the Grace of God in Eleckion, Red: mption, 
Location, Tuftification, and Adoption ; wherein he takes frequent Occa- 
Hon to ſhew em, that they were Partakers of all the Benefits of 
Chriſt's Redemption, by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; that he ceaſed not to 
give Thanks to God for their Faith in Jeſus Chriſt (Chap. i. 15, 16.) 
that they were brought to believe in Chriſt, by the exceeding Greatneſs 
of God's Ponver, and according to the Working of his mighty Power (ver. 
19.) that by Grace they avere ſaved, through Faith ; and that not of 
#bemſelrves ; it is the Gift of God; not of Works, left any Man ſhould boaft 
(Chap, ii. 8, 9.) that they have Boldueſ & A ceſs avith Confidence unto God, 
by the Faith of 4+ i 6h (Chap. iii. 17.) With much more to the ſame 
Purpoſe.— And indeed it is the whole Scope of the three firff Chap- 
ters, to ſhew them what were the Benefits procured for them by 
Chri/? ; and that they muſt be Partakers of theſe Benefits by Faith 
In him: And to ſhew them, that the great Deſign of his Miniſtry 
among the Gentiles, was to preach the unſtarchable Riches of Chrift, 
Chap. iii. 1 9. The three laſt Chapters of this Epiſtle conſiſt 
of a practical Improvement of the Premiſes.— Thus we ſee, how far 
this Epiſtle is from juſtifying the Method of Preaching recommended 
by our Author. | | | 


Should we go on to conſider this Affair, as repreſented in the Ep:/- 
tie to the PnIIrIANs, it will equally make againſt Mr. Caner's 
Scheme. It is remarkable, that the Apoſtle is ſo far from treating of 
moral Duties only in this Epiſtle, that the dear Name of ChRIsr is 
mention d no lefs, than eighteen Times, in the firſt Chapter. And 
how joyful, how thankful, does he ſhew himſelf, on the Behalf of 
theſe Philippians, for their Fellocuſtip in the Goſpel ; and for their 
Enjoyment of the preaching of Chaisr among them? Whether he 
was preach'd out of Envy and Strife, or of good Will ; cheth:r in Pre- 
tence, or in Truth, CHRIST was preached ; and the, in he did reoice ; 
Jea, and would rejoice. Chap. i. 5, 15 18. This was the 
Preaching, that his Heart was ſet upon; this the Preaching, which he 
peculiarly inſiſts upon, in all his Epiſtles. If we proceed to take 
a View of the third Chapter, the Apoſtle there purpoſely handles 
the very Argument now before us. He there teaches Chriſtians, to 
rejoice in Chrift Feſus, without Confidence in the Fleſb, ver. 3. He 
Jargely and particularly proves from his own Experience, the Defi- 
ciency of all imaginary Attainments of our own, and of all legal O- 
bedience ; and the Neceſſity of Meeming all theſe Things but Loſs, of 
Suffering the Loſs of all Things, and of eſteeming them but Dung, that 
ave may win CHRIST, and be found in him; not hawing our own Righ- 
teouſneſs, which is of the Law ; but that which is through the Falrun 
of Chrift, the Righteouſneſs which is of God by FaiTy.—— The ex- 
Plaining and confirming this Point, and improving it againſt the falſe 


Teachers of thoſe Times, is manifeſtly the Scope of the whole zhird 


In the fourth, he concludes, as he does all his other 
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Chapter. 
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Eziſtles to the Churches, with a practical Improvement of the Doc- 
trines of Grace, he had before inſiſted upon. 


The Apoſtle James calls on Chriſtiant, when they pray, to off in 
Faith: And repreſents the Prayer of Faith as the only availing 
Prayer, Peter declares Chriſtians Apt by tbe Power of God thro) 
Faith unto Salvation ;— coming unto the Lord, as unto a living Stone; 
— and exhorts them to commit the Keeping of their Souls to Him, i. e. 
by renewed Acts of Faith; but to reſiſt the Devil, fedſaſt in the Faith. 
— The Apoſtle 7ohr tells us, This is the Viclory that overcometh the 
World, even our Faith: — And this is God's Commandment, that wwe 
ould believe on the Name of his Son Feſus Chriſt —The Apoſtle Jude 


exhorts Chriſtians to e building up themſelves on their moſt holy. 


Faith, and looking for the Mercy of our Lord. Feſus Chriſt.” 


Were it conſiſtent with my deſigned Brevity in theſe Remarks, I 


might proceed to a more dittinct and particular Conſideration of all 


the Epiſtles to the Churches, through the whole New-7eftament ; and 
could prove, from every one of them, the direct contrary to what 

Mr. Caner aſſerts for 'Truth.—— That this may be brought to a 
ſhort Iſſue, I here challenge Mr. Caner to inſtance in any one of them 
(the Epiſtle of James not excepted) where the Neceſlity of a ſaving 
Faith is not inſiſted upon, and inculcated in theſe Epiſtolary Sermons 
to profeſſed Chriſtians. If he cannot do this (as I am very certain 
he cannot) what Truth is there in that Aſſertion, that they 20 longer 
now infift upon Faith, but Practice? Or what Foundation for the 
new Scheme, which he builds upon that imaginary Fact? 


Thus I have very briefly ſhewn, that the Method of Preaching 
Mr. Carer direQs us to, is ſo far from being warranted by the Ex- 
amples of our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles, that it is directly 
contrary to them, —And having thereby anſwered the chief Deſign 
of theſe Remarks, I ſhould here conclude, were it not for two or 
three Things, which ſeem to demand our particular Notice. 


One Thing which eſpecially requires Attention, is expreſſed in the 
following Words: When we preach to Chriſtians, we are not to 
5 ſpend Time in exhorting them to believe ; for this their very Pro- 
feen ſuppoſes they do already: But to preſs and perſwade them 
* to /ve as becomes Chriſtians, to be found in the Practice of all mo- 
22. 


What frange Doctrine is here Does a bare Profeſfon of 


Chriſtianity ſuppoſe a Man to be a true Believer in Chriſt? It muſt 


then follow, that every Profeſſor of Chriſtianity is actually in a juſ- 


tified State, reconciled to God, and at Peace with him. For the Rrgh- 


eeouſneſs of God by Faith of Feſus Chriſt, is unto all, and upon all * 
| | that 


— 
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that Believe; for there is no Difference. Rom. iii. 22,— [t will 
alſo follow, that theſe are all of them alſo andi fed. For Faith pu- 
rifies the Heart (Acts xv. ) works byLove (Gal.v.6.) and owercometh the 
World (1 Joh. v. 4, 5.) It will likewiſe follow, that every Profeffor of 
Chriſtianity will be an aQtualPartaker of eterna/Salvation, For whoſoever 
Belieweth in him, ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. Job. iii. 16. 
— Hie that belicveth, and is baptized, fhall be ſaved, Mark xvi. 16. 
—— And is this the Method of Preaching, which Mr. Cane? recom - 
mends ? Are the Miniſters of the Goſpel to do, as this Gentleman 
fays he does, take it for granted, that ſuch a one (a baptized Profeſ- 
for) has Faith, till wve hear he renounces it again? (P, 25.) Are we 
fo declare in the Name of the Lord, that the moſt ſecure and ſen- 
fual of our baptized Hearers, are juſtified before God, are ſanctified, 
and Heirs of eternal Glory ?— Certainly the Caſe of that People is 
greatly to be pitied and lamented, who fit under ſuch a Miniſtry, 
even as Sheep without a Shepherd. PET WK 


Another Thing worthy of particular Notice, is Mr. Caner's Aſſer- 
tion, that a ſtrong and lively Faith, is fo frequently attended with 
* the Fruits of a good and holy Life, all moral Duties and 'Virtuer, 
5 do ſo generally, and as it were naturally, accompany and flow from 
it, that it is ſometimes made Uſe of in the Scriptures, in a very 
% comprehenſive Senſe, to ſignify both the Faith and Practice of a 
« Chriſtian.” On which my Remark is, that I know very well 
a ftrong and lively Faith is not only frequently, but alævays attended 
with the Fruits of a good and holy Life; and that all , Duties 
do not only generally, but ewermore, nor only as it were, but properly 
ſpeaking, naturally accompany or flow from it. But then this is ſo 
far from rendering it a Propriety, to conſider that Grace as ſigpifying 
Both the Faith and Practice of a Chriſtian, that for this very Reaſon 
it cannot with any Propriety be conſider'd in ſuch a" compreFen/ive 
Senfe ; unleſs the Cauſe and Effect, the Tree and its Fruits, may be 
properly confider'd as the fame Thing.— And the Scripture is ſo far 
from conſidering it in this View, that in the Affair of our 7ufti fication 
FaiTa and Works are frequently put in direct Oppoſition. Thus, 
Rom. iv. 5. But to him that <worketh not, but believeth on him c- 
guftifieth the Ungodly, his Faith is counted for Rightcouſneſs,— Whereas 
on the contrary, there cannot be ſo much as oe Text found in the 
whole Bible, to verify this Gentleman's Aſſertion. He indeed 
does in his Margin cite three Texts, in Confirmation of this Imagi- 
nation; and he might with as much Pertinence, have cited three 
Thouſand. The firſt Text he undertakes to prove this by, is 
Rom. iii. 28. Therefore <ve conclude, that a Man is juſtified by Faith, 
evithout the Deeds of the Law, Very well! A Man is juſtified by 


Faith,without the Deeds of the Law ; therefore Faith is the Deeds of 


the Law. It ſeems, if (in the Affair of our Juſtification) Faith be 
without the Deeds of the Low, it muſt. be «ith the Deeds of the 
Laa. Nay ! it muſt contain the Deeds of the Lato, in its very Na- 


ture, 
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ture. Another Text cited to this Purpoſe, is Gal. v. 6. Faith 
aworketh by Lowe. Well ! what follows ? If Faith watketh by Lowe, 


muſt Faith therefore be, in its Nature, Lowe, and be all moral Duties 
and Virtues beſides? If Solomon workt (in building the Temple) by 


his Subjects, does it follow, that So/cmen therefore and his Subjects 
were one and the ſame ? If the glorious Gop works by ſecond 
Cauſes, is he therefore the ſecond Cauſes themſelves ?—— If Faith 
worketh by Lowe, it proves indeed, that it is productive of Love: but 
it alſo equally proves, that Ea7h cannot be the ſame Thing with that 
A Fection which it produces. A third Text cited by him, is James 
ii. 22, Seeft thou how Faith wvrought with his Works ; and by Works 
was Faith made perfect? Well ! If Faith wrought <with hisWorks, it muſt 
needs be diſtinct from his Vors. For there can be no Propriety, in 
ſuppoſing any Thing to «aw9r4 in Concomitancy with it ſelf. Faith's 
being made perfeet i by Works, can imply no more, than that it was 
thereby manifeſted and proved to be perfect, i. e. a true, upright, and 
ſincere Faith ; and not, that Faith and Works are the ſame Thing. 
For how inconſiſtent would all the Apoſtle's Reaſoning in this Chap- 
ter, about the reſpective Characters and Properties of Faith and 
VWorks, appear, if he had conſider d them both as one and the ſame 
moral Pefection or Excellency ? 


A third Thing worthy of particular Notice, is Mr. Caner's Repre- 
ſentation of his Aim and Deſign in this Diſcourſe, © What I aim at 
« (lays he) is to ſhow the /Yeakne/s and Abſurdity of calling upon 
Chriſtians to come to Chriſt, by a naked, barren, and ineffectual 
Faith; as if that would fave them, without a ſerious Endeavour 
to obey his Commands,” (Page 25.) But who does he find 
chargeable with this Weakneſs and Alſurdity * Has it not been 
the conſtant Profeſſion of theſe Churches, and the conſtant Doctrine 
of their Miniſters, that a true Faith is ſuch a Receiving the Lord Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, as unites the Soul to him, and both inclines and enables 
the Believer, through Grace and Strength derived from Chriſt's Ful- 
neſs, to ſerve God in Righteduſneſs and Holineſs, all the Days of his 
Life? And has it not been our conſtant Doctrine, that Holineſs 
is the neceſſary Fruit and Evidence of a true Faith : and that no 
Man is to be reputed a Beliewer, who is groſly wanting in it? We 
don't, with this Author, confider Faith as a naked dbdtrinal IQ ent to 
the Truth of the Goſpel ; but as alſo a hearty Conſent to the Goſpel- 
Offer, a cordial embracing the Promiſes, and a truſting in CurisT both 
for Righteouſneſs and Life. And he that lives in the Exercife 
of this anfeigned Faith, finds it true, by happy Experience, that 
Chriſt does not leave him to be aſhamed of his Confidence and Hope 
in him. He does find, by happy Experience, that Chri/t Jeſus is to 
bim, not only Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs, but Sanctification and Redemp- 
tion allo. From whence it follows, that as an unholy Life is ut- 
terly incompatible with the State and Character of a true Belicwer, fo 
all Shewws of Holineſs, <uirhout Faith in Chriſt, are bat Streams with- 
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out a Fountain,” that will ſoon dry up, and leave the poor Soul to fa- 
miſh & periſh for ever. He that 'believeth in Chriſt, out of his Belly ſhall 
fiow Rivers of living Water. Of what Neceſlity is it therefore, that 
this important Subject ſhould be inſiſted upon by the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, in their publick Sermons, and private Converſe, as abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, not only to the Beginning, but to the continued Progreſs 
of the divine Life in the Soul; ſince the Righteouſneſs of God is re- 
wealed from Faith to Faith ; and the Juſt fhall live by bis Faith 1— 
Miniſters are to pray for Chriſtians, that God would fulfil in them the 
Work of Faith with Power ; and to exhort Chriſtians, that they con- 
tinue in the Faith; that they abound rherein ; and whatſoever they do 
in Word or Deed, that they do all in the Name of the Lord Jeſus Chrift ; 
that they come unto God by Him, in all their religious Duties and 
moral Obedience ; eyeing Chriſt as the only Medium of their Hope 
in God, Acceſs to Him, and Communion with Him; being in the 
daily Exerciſe of a humble Truſt in Chriſt, for Righteouſneſs and 
Strength; and looking for the Mercy of the Lord Jeſus Chriſ!, unto 
eternal Life. — May we be found ſo doing 
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bath its Foundation in, and taketh its Riſe from, his mere fovereign ar- 


Appearance againſt the Doctrine he ſaw fit to oppoſe, he ſhould 
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Of GOD's ſovereign free Grace, in ſome 
brief REFLECTIONS on an ano- 
- nymous Pamphlet, intitled, A LE T- 

TER from Ariſtocles to Authades, © 


HAT this Lerrer, written by Dr. Jonxsox, had its Riſe from 
: a printed Sermon of Mr. Cookk's (of Stratfield) upon Exod. 
xxxiii. 19. ſeems neeeſſary to be taken Notice of, on Account 
of ſome Occaſion I ſhall have for comparing the Letter with 

the Sermon, againſt which it is level'd. 
This being premiſed, I ſhall immediately proceed to conſider the 
State of the Queſlton in Debate.— This the Dr. propoſes in the fol- 
lowing Words. You may remember, it was your chief Inquiry, 
* asa Feſt of my being a true Chriſtian, Can you in Sincerity ſubſcribe 
6e to the Truth of our Doaftrine ? By which you meant the Doctrine 
of the divine Sovereignty, as you had explain'd it, 3. e. (if J un- 
*« derſtand you right) as implying God's eternal, arbitrary, and ab- 
<« ſolute Determination of the everlaſting Fate of his Creatures, from his 
* own mere Motion, and without any Conſideration of their goed or 
l Behaviour.” 3 
But what was the Reaſon, the Dr. could no better underſtand Mr. 
Cooke's Doctrine? It was plainly and intelligibly expreſſed, in the 
following Words :—The Mercy of God to any of his StNFUL Creatures, 


„ 


bitrary good Pleaſure.— Is there not a very wide Difference, between 
theſe two Repreſentations of the Obje&s of God's Sowereigniy? Mr. 
Coke in his Doctrine, and in the whole Proſecution of it, conſiders 
the Sovereignty of Ged with Relation to his /inful, fallen Creatures, 
The Dr. conſiders it with Relation to God's Creatures, as ſuch, and 
no where takes Notice of its reſpecting us as in an apoſtate, ſinful 
State,— If he thought this to be the beſt Method to make a plauſible 


however have remembered, that it was not the beſt Method to re- 
commend his on Juſtice and Candor to the World; nor to diſcover 


: I che 


90 


«4 
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the Truth in the Point debated. — They -muſt have a very dark and 
unjuſt Apprehenſion of the Subject under Conſideration, who don't 8 
low, that the Obje#s of God's eternal Counſels of Grace, as well as 
of both the Impetration and Application of ſaving Mercy, were the 
apoſtate, guilty, polluted Children of Men.— Hence it appears, that 
the Queſtion before us ſhould be thus ſtated, 95 | 
Whether all God's Deſigns of Mercy, and all the actual Exerciſes of 
Bis ſawing Grace, to any of the apoſtate, ſinful, guilty Race of Mankind, 
don't flow merely from his ſovereign good Will and Pleaſure ; and from 
no other Motive whatſoever ? | | 5 
This, held in the Affirmative, was what Mr. Cooke's Text directly 
ted him to treat of: this, ſo held, is a juſt Repreſentation of the Scope 
of his Sermon: This therefore ſhould have been the Subject of Dr. 
Fohnſon's Letter, when he was pleaſed to write in Oppoſition te Mr. 
Cooke's Sermon: and conſequently this is the proper Subject of the 
preſent Inquiry. | / 
1 muſt, however, conſider his Reaſoning as it is propoſed (whether 
pertinent or not) and ſee whether he can diſprove the Sowereignty of 
God, in the Donation of his ſpecial ſaving Mercy. 
He firſt argues, That it is contrary to the Nature and Attributes 
«© of God ; becauſe it appears plainly inconſiſtent with his being a 
% moral Governor of the World. For it repreſents him as laying his 
1 Creatures under a Nece//ity of being what they are, whether good 
“ or bad; and fo leaves no Room for either Virtue or Vice, Praiſe 
« or Blame, Reward or Puniſhment, properly ſpeaking.— Nay, it 
“ implies a form'd Deſign of laying far by the greateſt Number of his 
Creatures under a Neceſſity of being eternally miſerable, antecedent 
* to any Confideration of their Dcmerit.—lt imports a manifeft double 
* Dealing with them. (Page 2.) 
In Anſwer to this, I ſhould firft inquire, How the Dr. will accord- 
ing to this Method of Reaſoning, vindicate God's Attributes and mo: 
ral Government, with Reſpect to his moſt open, known, and conſtant 
Diſpenſations of Providence, towards the World of Mankind ?— It 
is a viſible, undiſputed Fact, that the greate Part of the World are 
left by the Providence of God, in a State of Ignorance, Impiety, and 
abominable Idolatry t; to live and die in the Denial of God our 
Maker, and of God our Saviour, and in the Worſhip and Service of 
their dumb Idols and vile Pagods : while the ſame Sovereignty, which 
has left them utterly ignorant .of the Way of Salvation, has opened 
the Door of Salvation to others, no better than they.— Now what 
Reaſon can poſſibly be aſſigned, why God may not (conſiſtent with his 
moral Perfections) hold the ſame Method with Individuals, as we ſee 
in Fact he does with collective Bodies and Nations of Men ?—What 
Reaſon can poſſibly be aſſign'd, why God has not a Right to act with 
the ſame Sow:ireignty, in the Donation of ſaving Grace, as in the Dif- 
tribution of thoſe Favours and Privileges, upon which eternal Salva- 
tion 1s ſo dependant ?— Let it be brought to the Trial. Let the 


Dr. undertake to vindicate the Attributes and moral Government of 
| |; God, 
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God, in this Act of his Sovereignty I have now ſpecified, by any Ar- 
| he can deviſe ; and it will then be ſeen, whether the ſame 
rguments won't as fully vindicate the divine Attributes againſt all 
g in the other Caſe alſo.— This therefore ſhews the Weak- 
neſs of this Argument: for if it proves any Thing, it proves a great 
deal too much. — It is certain in Fact, that God does act in Ways of 
arbitrary Sovereignty in the Affairs of Men's eternal Salvation: And 
therefore, it i alſo certain, that he acts agreeable to his glorious At- 
tributes, and worthy of the moral Governour of the World; whether 
our ſhallow Intellects can fathom the unſearchable Depths of his Diſ- 
penſations, or not.— But perhaps the Dr. will tell me, that this only 
I ſhall therefore next conſider, 
whether there be any Force at all in his Reaſonings, with Reſpect to 
any Repreſentation of God's Sovereignty, either in Mr. Cooke's Sermon, 
or any other of our Calwiniſt Divines. 

Is it not an unqueſtionable Truth, that God caved no Mercy at all 
to any of his fallen Creatures? And therefore, that he might with- 
out any Injuſtice have left us all, with the Angels that fell, in Chains 
4 Darkneſs, reſeru'd unto the Fudgment of the great Day? For we 

ave all finned, and come ſhort of the Glory of God. Both Jews and 
Gentiles are all under Sin ; and the whole World become guilty before 
God.— What Impeachment then of God's moral Government can 
there be, on the Account of his eternally purpoſing, and actually in 
Time beſtowing that ſpecial Grace upon ſome, which none have deſer- 
ved, and which none can claim? Shall we murmur and complain, 
becauſe God does not beſtow his Salvation upon 4; when we 
ſhould have had no juſt Cauſe to complain, if he had beſtow'd it upon 
none of the apoſtate Race of Adam ? 

But this lays his Creatures under a Neceſſity of being what they arr, 
whether good or bad.” What does the Dr. mean by Neceffity © If he 
means, that the Sowereignty of God's Grace, conſider'd either in his 
Decrees, or in the Execution of them, has any neceſſitating Agency upon 
Men, ſo as to compel or force them to be good, or bad, he knows that 
this is what the Cal/vini/?s have always diſclaim'd : And it is certain, 
that it is no natural Conſequence from the Doctrine of God's Sowe- 
reignty,— The Decrecs of God can have no ſuch active Influence, 
while they remain Counſels ſecret and unknown to us ; and therefore 
without any direct Agency upon our Minds, or impulſive Conſtraint 
upon any Part of our Conduct. God has never choſen any Man to 
Salvation, but through San#ifeation of the Spirit, producing a free and 


voluntary Acceptance of Cbriſt, and a choſen Life of Holineſs and 


Conformity to God. God has from the Beginning choſen us to Salvation, 
through Sancti ication of the Spirit, and Belief of the Truth. 2 Theil. 
ii. 13. The Sovereign Counſels of God's Grace do therefore make 


it evident, that no Man can be conſtrain'd, either to Holineſs, or Hap- 


pineſ: but both. muſt be his own free Choice; or elſe be ob- 
tain'd in a Way contrary to the ſovereign and immutable Purpoſe ot 


God's Grace.--Beſides, what is the Decree of God, but God himit 
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.and Will of God. 


mouſly ſuppoſe a Defect of Knowledge in the glorious God. 


it follow, that we muſt be put under any coats Nerefſity, becaiſe 
there is a God of abſolute Perfection, infinite in his Knowledge and 


| - Counſel ? Upon the whole then, there can be no juſt Pretence to 


our being brought under any compulſive Neceſſity, from the Decrees of 
God.—If this be conſider'd with Reſpe& to the ſovereign Grace of 
God, renewing and ſan#ifying our Souls, it will alſo appear, that there 
is no Place for any Pretence of a coa#ive Neteffity. For in this 
Change, Chri/?”s People are made willing in the Day of his Poaver ; 
are brought into a choſen and delightful Conformity to the Nature 
— And as for thoſe, who in God's holy Sowe- 
reignty are left to themſelves, what Conſtraint are they laid under; 
while they have their own free Choice, and act according to their 
own moral Diſpoſitions? Here therefore is no Shadow of any coadive 


Neceſſity. 7 


In whatever Light this Caſe is viewed, there can be no Appearance 
of any other, than a conſequential Neceſſity, flowing from the Sovereignty 


of God's Grace. That is, there's only a Certainty,that eternal Salvation 
will be the Conſequence of our Participation of God's ſoverggn Grace; 
and on the contrary, that they will certainly periſh, who are not the 
Subjects of God's ſovereign Grace.— This Neceſſity, if the Certainty 
of a future Event may be called Neceſſity, I readily allow); not only 
in the preſent Caſe, but with Reſpe& alſo to every Event of every 
Kind, that ever has happen'd, or ever will happen in the World. — 
But-then, this is ſo far from being inconſiſtent with the divine Attri- 
butes, that it is a rational and neceſſary Deduction from them. If 
there be an omi/cient GOD, he certainly had, from Eternity, all Things 
in his View at once: And it is equally certain, both that this Omrni- 
ſcience was agreeable to his Will, and all other Perfections of his glo- 
rious Nature, without the leaſt Repugnancy among the divine Attri- 
butes ; and alſo, that every Futurity will eventually be according as 
Gop has from Eternity &nzowwn that it would be, unleſs we blaſphe- 


From this View of the Caſe, I think, it manifeſtly appears, that the 
Dr's Argument from Neceſſity is really trifling, and has nothing in't. 
— God has by his Sowvereignty put no Man under a compulſive Nece/- 
ſity, to be either holy or wicked: But all are, notwithſtanding, in 
ſuch a State of perfect Freedom, as to be capable of acting their own 
voluntary Inclinations. And though all Events will come to paſs ac- 
cording to God's eternal Counſel and Knowledge, this no Way in- 
fringes the Liberty of the Creature: nor can any Pretences of this 
Kind be juſtly made, unleſs it be ſuppoſed, that there cannot be an 
enmiſcient GOD, and a Creature, notwithſtanding, in a State of Liberty. 
Here then, it mayn't be improper, to put the Dr. in Mind of his own 


Anſwer to this pretended Difficulty. His Words are, The CER- 


„ TAINTY, core it is, that any Thing <ui// be, can no more infer the 
„ NxcessITY. of it, than the Certainty, avhen it is, implies its being 
a nter Event,”— Well then, what becomes of his Argument 
| ä 


"A" ViINDIeATON ND 
acting in a Way of infinite Counſel and Knowledge? And how does 


ftandet, 
(Pal. : 


true, t. 


Goſpel 
Numb 


ſave ar 
the Do 
Goſpel 
againſt 
who ar 
ficulty 

Scriptu 


ſpecial 


to all tl 
ſeems t. 
all: he 
ous Off 
count of 
and Lif 
tion; 2 


the Cala 


OQ mw» 0 r ©. 4.08 AS. A. 


O 


r 2 au 3 


from Neceffity ? What becomes of the frightful Conſequences he - 
would draw. from this imaginary Nece//ity ; when ſuch a Neceſſity as 


he ſuppoſes, has no Exiſtence, but in his own Imagination; nor can 


any Way be deduced from the Doctrine he oppoſes ?— Does he then 


treat the dreadful MajzsTY of Heaven and Earth with a Reverence 
becoming his holy Profeſſion and Character, when he ſpeaks of God's 
having a formed Deſign of laying by far the greateſt Number of his 
Creatures under 4 NECEssITY of being eternally MISERABLE ; of 
his being ated by a moſt sELTIsH Vieau to his own Glory; and 
of his uſing manifeſt oouBIE DEaLiNnG ; and the like? 

Dr. Johnſon proceeds to argue, that this Doctrine appears to be 
«© evidently contrary to a great many plain Texts of holy 


4 Scripture, which aſſure - us in the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt Terms, that 


« God is not willing, that any ſhould periſh ; but that all ſhould come 
& to Repentance. That he would have ull Men to be ſaved ; and that 


„ for this End he ſent his Son into the World, who taſted Death for 


te every Man; and became a Propitiation for the Sins of the whole 
« World; and gave himſelf a Ranſom for all ; nay, even for thoſe 
“that by denying the Lord that bought them, bring upon themſelves ſauift 
« Deęſtruction. | 

I would here inquire of Dr. Johnſon, Whether he underſtands by 
theſe, or any other ſuch Texts of Scripture, that God has a Purpoſe 


and Deſign actually to ſave al! Mankind without Exception, or not? 


— A fair Anſwer to this will obviate the Difficulty. If he anſwers 
in the Affirmative, how then is it true, that God's Counſel ſhall land, and 
be will do all his Pleaſure ? (Ia. xlvi. 10.) That the Counſel of the Lord 
ſtandeth for ever ; and the Thoughts of his Heart to al! Generations? 
(Pfal. xxxiii. 11.)— If he anſwers in the Negative, why can't it be 
true, that God wills the Salvation of all Men upon the Terms of the 


. Goſpel ; though he in Sovereignty beſtows ſpecial Grace upon a ſelect 
+ Number only ? I think, the Dr. will hardly ſuppoſe, that God wall 


fave any, who do zo: comply with the Terms of the Goſpel : and 
the Doctrine before us will exclude none, that 4 comply with the 
Goſpel-Terms. He will hardly ſuppoſe, that God will ſave any Men 
againſt their Wills: And the Doctrine before us will exclude none 
who are willing that He ſhould ſave them.— Where then is the Dif- 
ficulty ? Why is not the Dr's own Scheme as contrary to the cited 
Scriptures, as ours ? God indeed, in a Way of Sovereignty, gives 


' ſpecial Grace to ſome, and not to others, But he gives common Grace 


to all the goſpelized World ; which is as much as this Gentleman 
ſeems to ſuppoſe given to any at all. He freely offers Salvation to 
all: he prohibits or hinders none from a Compliance with the graci- 
ous Offer. If any periſh from under the Goſpel, it is merely on Ac- 
count of their Rejection of a moſt condeſcending Treaty of Grace 
and Life.- Theſe are Truths confeſſed on both Sides of the Queſ- 
tion; and Truths as conſiſtent with the cited Texts of Scripture, upon 
the Calviniſtical, as upon the Arminian Principles. God's beſtowing 
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ſhecial Grace upoh ſome, is no Hindrance to others, from improving 


of that common Grace, whereof they are all Joint-Partakers. £ 


Let theſe Gentlemen therefore, on the other Side of the Queſtion, 
bring the Matter to a fair Trial, and it will appear, that their own 
Sentiments are every Way, and in the ſame Manner, as repugnant to 
the quoted Scriptures, as they can pretend ours to be. If we contradict 
theſe Scriptures, they do ſo too; or if their Sentiments are concurrent 


with theſe Scriptures, ours are equally ſo alſo ; there is no Difference 


in this Reſpect. Are they bold enough to argue, with Dr. Joh»/or, 
(p. 2.) that t imports manifeſt double-Dealing, or a ſecret Will inconfiſ- 
tent with what God has clearly revealed, to ſuppoſe that God has in 
Sovereignty deſigned ſpecial 2 

he declares himſelf ævilling, that all ſhould be ſaved ? Won't the 
ſame Conſequence appear, yyith equal Force, from the Suppoſal 
{ which they themſelves muſt neceſſarily allow) that God has 


not willed and defigned the actual Salvation of each individual Perſon, 


notwithſtanding he has declared himſelf willing, that all fhould be ſa- 
ved? Is there not as much Appearance of a ſecret and revealed Will 
in this Caſe, as in the other: Will they argue, as both Mr. Beach 
and the Dr. do, that he who wills the Ead, muſt will the Means ? It 
is allow'd by the Calviniſts, that God does will the common Means of 
Salvation to all who live under the Goſpel ; and our Opponents them- 
ſelves cannot pretend, that he wills ectual Means to all Men: For 
then all without Difference would actually be ſaved. There can be 
therefore ne Difficulty in this Caſe, when the Calviniſts unitedly allow, 
that God does will the ſame general Means for the Salvation of all the 
goſpelized World, as the Arminians themſelves ſuppoſe he does: And 
it is nothing inconſiſtent with this, to ſuppoſe, that of his /owereigr 
Grace He alſo wills ſpecial efficacious Means to ſome, by which they 
are actually ſaved. | =] | 
Upon the whole then, for ought I ſee, there can ſtand no Ob- 


jeetion againſt the Sovereignty of God in the Donation of his 


ſpecial Grace, but this only, Our Eye is evil, becauſe God is good. He 
acts as one that has a Right to 4% what he will with his own. He 
deals with all better than they deſerve, better than they can claim at 
his Hands: And yet beſtows ſpecial diſtinguiſhing Mercy upon ſome, 
to which he has no Motive, but his ſovereign Pleaſure.— To conclude 
this Head in the Words of Another; * God would hawe all Men 
come to the Knowledge of the Truth, and be ſaved : That is, he obligeth 
Miniſters to preach to them, and others to pray for them and help 
them, and themſelves to obey, and receive his Grace; and he giveth 
them Means, and giveth Chriſt and Life by free Donation to all, ſo 
they will but accept the Gift, And he that ſtrictly wwilleth thus much, 


may be ſaid, after the Manner of Men, to u the Event, And this 


is all (ſays he) that both Sides mean, if they underſtood themſelves.” 
Another Argument Dr. Jobnſon has produced to this Purpoſe, is, 
that It ſeems manifeſtly repugnant to the general Dri/? of the 


* whole Nerd of God (which is plainly to excite our utmoſt Activity 
in 
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in the Purſuit of Holineſs of Heart and Life) there being Nothin 
that can ſo effectually tend, not only to tempt us to entertain ow. } 
© and unworthy Thoughts of God, but alſo to cut the Sinews of all 
| e © our Endeavours to repent and return to him and our Duty, as the 
| moſt diftant Surmize, that poſſibly all our Labour may be in vain ; 
; e ſince, for ought we know, we may be abſolutely excluded from all 
| „ HPoſſibility of ſucceeding, by a ſovereign and 7nexorable Decree of 
E & Reprobation.” (P. 3.) | 

Not to infiſt upon the Impertinency of this. Argument to the Subject 
the Dr. undertakes to treat upon, and his leaving the Doctrine of God's 
; ' ſovereign Grace, to harangue upon the Decree of Reprobation; which, by his 
| || Leave, is quite foreign to the Purpoſe : for God may be ſovereign in 
3. the Beftowment of his ſpecial Grace, whether there be, or be not an 
abſolute, or (as he words it) an 7nexorable Decree of Reprobation. It is 
' fowereign Grace, if God has cheſen ſome, in ſuch a Manner as he has 
4 not choſen others, to be the ſpecial Heirs of Salvation ; whether there 
ö be an actual, poſitive Predetermination of any Man's final Perdition, 
f or not. But paſſing this, as foreign to the preſent Debate, I would 
/ inquire, Who ever taught, Vo ever ſuppoſed, ſuch an inexorable De- 
cree of Reprobation, as would make all our Endeawours, to repent and to 
, return to God and our Duty, and all cur Labours, to be in vain? Don't 
f every Body allow, that the Means and the End are connected toge- [ht 
; ther, both in the Nature of Things, and in the divine Decree ; fo i 
y that to expect the latter without the former, is but a groundleſs Pre- il 
- ſumption ? And don't all allow, that Faith and Holineſs are our | 
, Evidence, that we were choſen in Chriſt from the Foundation of the 1 
- World : The more diligent therefore we are in the Way of 
1 God and Godlineſs, the more Evidence we have, not only that there 
* 

/ 


can be no Decree againſt us, but alſo that we are the Subjects of God's 

Flecting Love. — Holineſi begun here, and perfected in Glory, belongs 

to the Eſſence of that Salvation, to which the Elec are predeſtinated. 

1 To ſpeak therefore of an inexorable Decree of Reprobation, againſt thoſe 


e > are ſincerely purſuing a Life of Holineſs, is a moſt glaring Con- | 
tradiction. 8 | 
19 I might further obſerve, that the Doctrine of God's Sovereignty is 
it 


ſo far from cutting the Sinews of our Endeavours to repent and return 
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, 70 God, that it is the moſt powerful Incentive to it. What Argu- 

- ment can more powerfully animate us to give Diligence, than the it 
4 Conſideration, that this is the Means. ro make our Calling and Elefion | 
h ſure, and that if we verily do theſe Things, awe foall never fall? 2 Pet. } 
P 1. 30. Is God ſovereign in the Gift of his ſpecial Grace? What 

h Cauſe have we then to lie at his Foot, with humble and earneſt Ap- „ 
0 Plication for unmerited Mercy ! This is the Method which poor ſtarv- | 
"= ing Beggars uſe -at the Doors of the Rich, or ſuch as are able to * 
3 relieve them: This is the Method which condemned Male- [fi 
E factors uſe, in ſeeking a Pardon or a"Reprieve, from their offend- | 

Sy ed Sovereign? And this is the Method which the Apoſtle exhorts 7 

1C us to ule in the preſent Cale, York out your own Salvation (lays he; 1 
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evith Fear and Trembling : For it is God that æuorbeth in you both to 
abi and to do, of his good Pleaſure. Phil. ii, 12, 13.— Is God ſowe- 
reign, having Mercy upon whom he will have Mercy, what vaſt Encou- 
ragement is this to the greateſt of Sinners, to flee for Refuge, to lay 
Hold on the Hope ſet before them; Tince they are to hope for Mexcr, 


for Gop's Sake, and for his Son's Sake, and not for their own ; not 


on Account of any perſonal Qualifications intitling them to ſpecial 
Grace; and fince therefore, they have as good a Plea for Acceptance 
and Favour with God, as any unrenewed Sinner in the World ever 
had; and no Grounds of Diſcouragement or Deſpondency on Account 
of their Guilt or Impotence ? I may add- to this, that the Doc- 
trine of God's Sovereignty has a direct Tendency to make the Sinner 
low and vile in his own Eyes; to bring him to have a ſutable De 


pendance upon the mere Mercy of God in Chriſt, and to offer the Sa- 


crifices of Goa, a broken Heart, and à contrite Spirit, which He will 


not deſpiſe ] might ſubjoin, that there is nothing has a greater Ten- 


dency to put Men upon an active Improvement of the pre/cnt Seaſon 
of Grace, than the Doctrine of God's Sovereignty. This teaches 
them of what Concernment it is, in the Morning to ſow their Seed, and 
in the Eveing not to withhold their Hand, ſince they don't know which 


vill proſper, whether this or that. This teaches them the dreadful 


Danger of neglecting the Day of their Fifitation ; leſt they provoke 


God to hide the Things of their Peace from their Eyes, to withhold the 
Influences of his bleſſed Spirit, and to give them up to a hard. Heart 
and a reprobate Mind. Theſe are not vain and airy Speculations : 
but we ſee by Experience, that when this Doctrine of God's Sovereign- 
ty is heartily received, and rightly underſtood, it commonly has a 


good Influence upon Men's Conduct; and i: is indiſputably evident, | 


that they are (in general) more regular in their Lives, and more 


- deriouſly concern'd about their Souls, who realiſe the Truth of this 
Doctrine, and cordially embrace it, than thoſe. of the oppoſite. Per- 


ſwaſion. I ſpeak it not out of Envy, but t the Praiſe of the Glory 
of divine Grace. | | | 

But then on the contrary, they who ſuppoſe (on the one Hand) 
that they have a zatural Power, or Ability by the Help of meer com- 
non Grace, to believe and repent, without the ſpecial Influences of the 
Spirit ; and (on the other Hand) that God is ready to forgive and 


receive them upon /uch Repentance and Return to him, as is thus 


within their own Power, commonly give into Delay for the preſent, in 
Expectation of ſome future Opportunity of returning to God, and ſe- 
curing the Salvation of their Souls : And this ſeems to be the com- 
mon Cauſe of that Security, which ſo prevails, even in the pro- 


felling World. 


What I ſuppoſe Dr. Johnson deſigns for another Argument, againſt 
the Doctrine of the divine Sowereignty, as repreſented in the Sermon 
he writes againſt, is this. He cannot think it conſiſtent with 
« the divine Attributes, God's Wiſdom, Holineſs, Juſtice, Goodneſs 


Ec, to give Being to any of his intelligent Creatures, without put- 
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the whole of their Nature and Duration, would render Being 22 7— 
«: able to hem; nor to put them eternally into a Condition that is 
© <vorſe than not to be, but for their own perſonal Fault, or voluntary 
% Mifcondu& in Oppoſition to his Will.” (P. 6, 7.) 

The Dr. muſt ſuffer me to tell him, that I think this Argament al- 

For, 

+ t.: Did not God, when he gave Being to Man at firſt, put him into 

a State; that was much Better than not to be ; 3 and a State of Happi- 

neſs, that would have continued to his Pofterity, as well as to himſelf, 

during the whole of their Ndture and Duration, had it not been for 

Man's own Fault, and voluntary Miſconduct in Oppoſition to the Will of 

God ? 

2. Has not the glorious God, at an infinite Expence, provided a 

Way of Recovery for apoſtate Man from their fallen guilty State; and 


made a free Tender of the glorious Salvation to all, under the Go- 


ſpel, and actually excluding none who don't wilfully reject it, and ſo 
by their perſonal Fault, and voluntary Miſcondu# in Oppoſition to his 
Will, cut :hemſelves off from the unſpeakable Gift; 

3. The Sovereignty of God's Grace is no Hindrance to any Man liv- 


ing, from a Compliance with the gracious Terms of Salvation by 


Jeſus Chriſt. Every one who is truly willing to embrace the Goſpel- 
Promiſe, will be Partaker of the Benefit: And if they are not 
willing to accept ſuch an infinite Good, whoſe Fault is it ? The 


18 ſpecial Favour ſhewn to ſome, is no Bar in the Way of others. There 


is no Impediment in the Way of their everlaſting Happineſs, but an 
Attachment to their Luſts and Idols, and the Prevalence of an eil 
Heart of Unbelief ; they will not come to Chriſt, that they might have 

Life, God's (unknown) Counſel and Purpoſe of ſpecial Grace to 
ſome, can have no proper Influence, but to animate all to a Care, that 
they may ſecure and evidence their own Intereſt in his ſpecial Fa- 
vour. The Obſtructions of Mercy are not on God's Part, but on 
Man's altogether. 

It is certain, that none of the divine Attributes do lay the glori- 
ous God under Obligation, to reſtore every or any fallen Creature to 
his primitive Integrity. This we are aſſured of, by his Conduct 
towards the fallen Angels; as well as by the Pravity and Corruption 
of human Nature, found in the whole Race of Adam, and which final- 
ly continues in a great Part of them. Whether Dr. Johnſon can 
ſee through the Equity of God's Diſpenſations, or not, theſe are cer- 
tain Fats, which can't be diſputed ; and therefore cannot be contrary 
to the Perfections of the divine Nature. For, ſhall not the Fudge of 


all the Earth do right. To conclude this Head, it is moſt. certain, 


that God has made the brighteſt Diſplays of his Goodneſe towards the 
human Race, both in the firſt and ſecond Covenant ; and whoever of 
them fail of a Happineſs worthy of their Being, are per/onally in Fault, 
for the Enmity of their Nature to God, and for the Sinfulneſs of their 
Hearts and man ; and are therefore jaſtly puniſh'd by their Juzge. 
| | Jus 
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and all the Product of mere Bounty and Mercy? 


r VINDICATION 

Thus I have very briefly conſider'd the Dr's ſeyeral Arguments a- 
gainſt the Sowvereigniy of God's Grace, as repreſented in Mr. Cooke's 
Sermon.— | | | 4 | 7 =: 

I ſhall next proceed to take Notice of ſome few of the many excep- 
tionable Things, which incidently occur in his Letter to Mr. Coe. 

I might firſt have taken Notice of his pretending to quote ſome 
Paſſages out of Mr. Cooke's Sermon, and to take Occaſion thence of 
a moſt pathetick Complaint of Cenſoriouſneſs and Uncharitableneſs : But 
this not being to the Merits of the Cauſe, there needs. no more to be 
ſaid upon it, but to deſire the Reader to compare the 19, 33 and 34 
Pages of Mr. Cooke's Sermon, with the Dr's Quotation; and ſee 
with his own Eyes the very great Miſrepreſentation of Mr. Cooke's 
Words; and the great Injuſtice of that Cry of Uncharitablene/s, pre · 
tended to be deduced from them. „ Oy | 

I proceed to take Notice of Dr. 7eh»/cn's Repreſentation, of the 
Doctrine of God's Sovereignty, according to his own Apprehenſion of 
it. He thus writes, I agree then, that God is entirely ' /owvercigr 
* and arbitrary, as a Benefactor, in the Diſtribution of his Talents and 
« Favours both ſpiritual and temporal, as proper Means of, Trial and 
* Probation in the World, 1. e. the various Abilities, Privileges and 
© Advantages he beſtoweth upon Mankind.” (Page 6.) Again 
he allows, 1. That God is merely ſevereign and ' arbitrary, in the 
* various Diſtribution of his Favours; and in chuſing and rejecting 
* whom he pleaſes, with Regard to the Privileges of being his peculiar 
* People. 2. That however he was now. very juſt, in rejecting them 
* (the 7ewvs) and leaving them to the Hardneſs of their Hearts, as he 
« did Pharach.” (Page 14.) And again, In the Diſtribution of 
* Talents and Favours in this State of Probation, the Sovereignty of 
* God as a Benefactor, does truly take Place.” (P.2o. ) 

I need not inquire of the Dr, whence he derived his - Authority to 
draw a Live of Limitation, to the Exerciſe of God's Sowerezgnty ? Or 
whence it is, that God has not a Right to diſpoſe, according to his 
good Pleaſure, of one Inſtance of undeſerved Favour to poor. guilty 
Sinners, as well as another; ſince none is deſerved, but all forfeited, 
I need not (I 
ſay) inſiſt upon this; nor preſs him to an Anſwer where none can 
poſſibly be given; becauſe I am greatly miſtaken, if he does not by 
this give up the Caſe, and in Effect allow all that Mr. Cooke pleads 
for, in the Sermon which his Letter was deſign'd againſt, — I think, 
it cannot be denied, that /aving Grace is one of the Talents and Fa- 
vours diſtributed in this State of Probation. If therefore, God be ſo- 


wergyn and arbitrary in the Diſtribution of his Talents and Fawours in 


this State of Probation, (as he allows) then he is /owvereign in the Do- 
ration of /zwing Grace, which was the only Thing afferted and illuſ- 
trated by Mr. Coe; and the only Thing which Dr. Johnſen ſhould 
have attempted to diſprove, in his Remarks upon that Sermon.—Be- 
ſides, it will alſo follow, from the Dr's own Conceſſions, that God is 
fovereiyu in withholding the neceſſary Qualifications for future Glory, 
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in that he allows, God was ſovereign in leaving the Zewws in an Eſtate of 


 Unbelief; and therefore in an Eſtate of inevitable Perdition.—T think, 
he can't pretend, that thoſe Fewws to whom God has ſo long given a 


Spirit of Slumber, Eyes that they ſhould not ſee, and Ears that they ſhould 
2:0t hear, unto. this Day, can any of them be the Heirs of Sa/vatior. 
No, their Eyes are darkened, that they may not ſee; and that they may 
bow down their Back alway. I may add, that if we conſider the 
other Part of his Conceſſion, it will likewiſe appear, that God 7s ſowe- 


' reign and arbitrary alſo, in beſtowing ſaving Grace upon ſuch of the 


Gentiles, as are made Partakers of it, For if he has in mere arbitra- 
ry Sovereignty, without any Deſert of their own, choſen them in the 
Place and Stead of the Jeu, to be Partakers of the Means of Salva- 
tion, has he not in like -Sovereignty alſo, choſen them to that Salvation, 
which will be the neceſſary Conſequence of their due Improvement of 
thoſe Means ? I think, the Dr. won't pretend, that God had no 
Deſign of Salvation to any of the Gentiles by that Act of Sowereignty, 
by which they are brought into the Enjoyment of Goſpel-Privileges. 
And if he had a De/ign of their Salvation, in that Act of Sovereignty, 
he muſt then allow, that God is (to uſe his own Words) merely ſove- 
reign and arbitrary, with Reſpect to the eternal Salvation of all ſuch 
of the Gentiles, as ſhall be eternally ſaved.— Thus then he has fairly 


given up the Caſe ; and whatever Arguments he brings againſt Mr. 


Cooke's Doctrine, do equally militate againſt his own.— Such Incon - 
ſiſtency muſt neceſſarily be the. Conſequence of limiting the divine So- 
wereignty, to temporal Favours and preſent Privileges only. 

The Dr. obſerves, that“ It ſeems to him very neceſſary to d:/iin- 
* gufp, between the Conſideration of God as a Benefafor, and a 
« Tuage ; and between the Beſtowment of various Talents and Favours 
upon Men in this Life, which is a State of Probation ; and the 
* Retribution to be awarded in the Life to come, according to what 
e they ſhall have made of them here. In the one God acts 


« Fudge of the Behaviour of his Creatures under them.“ (P. 6.) 

To which I anſwer, that this is all very true ; but then it 1s difficult 
conceiving, to what Purpoſe it is urged ; unleſs to pull down with 
the one Hand, what is built up with the other, and to exptets his full 
Conſent to the Doctrine which he oppoſes. Does not God act as 
a Benefactor, in the Donation of his ſpecial Grace to whom he pleaſes ? 
Is not ſpecial Grace a Talent and Favour beſtowed upon Men in this 
Life, which is a State of Probation ? Did ever any Body ſuppoſe, that 
Men will be brought to a Trial before their Judge at the great Day, 
for their having received, or not received, ſpecial Grace from God? 
Is it not allowed on all Hands, that the Retributions to be awarded in 
the Life to come, wwill be according to what Uſe Men make of the Talents 
they are here betruſted with ?£> Is it any Way inconſiſtent with this, 
that God has beſtowed upon ſome, ſach ſpecial and diſtinguiſhing Grace 
and Favour, as he has not beſtow'd upon others ? Is there not 


then a full Conceſſion before us, that in the Donation of ſpecial _ 
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God acts at ſovereign Lord of his Favours; and gives, or 
according to his own good Pleaſure ?—What then is the Dr. writing 
againſt ?: Is not this all that Mr. Coole undertook to prove in his 
Sermon; and all that any Body (in the preſent Caſe) aſferts or con- 
tends for ? | / = $-+ 15 

I ſhall next conſider ſome Reflections made by Dr. Johnson, upon 
the divine Præſcience. Not that I propoſe a Debate with him about 
the phyſical Propriety of the Word, Foreknowledge ; as applied to the 
infinite and glorious Gop. I allow, that there is neither paſt; nor 
to come, neither fore nor after in him. But what I would particularly take 
Notice of, is the Conſequences he would draw from that Subject: 
« For as it cannot be (/ays he) but that God's Knowledge muſt be 
0 abſolutely perfect, he muſt therefore foreſee, or rather ſee every 
Thing certainly as being what it is; neceſſary Events, as being ne- 
«* ceſlary ; and contingent, as being ſuch; and the Actions of ſuch 
as he has made free Agents, as being free.” (Page 11.) 

Were this granted, what is the Conſequence ? How will it follow, 
from hence, that God is not fowereign in the Donation of his /pecial 
Grace ? God did foreſee, or rather ſee, the World of Mankind in 
Juſt ſuch a State as it is in, an apoſtate guilty impotent State, utterly un- 


= 


| deſerving of any Favour at his Hands · He ſaw that none of the human 


Race, without the renewing Influences of his Spirit, would accept-of 
the moſt gracious and free Offers of Pardon and Salvation, which he 
has made them through the Merits of his dear Son ; He ſaw it to be 
his merciful good Pleaſure (this their Guilt and Obſtinacy notwith- 
ſtanding) to beſtow fpecial Grace upon ſome (and not upon others) of 
this apoſtate Race, whereby they ſhould be drawn to a Compliance 
with the Goſpel-Offer, and to an Acceptance of Chriſt Jeſus and his 
ſaving Benefits. He /aw, from Eternity, each individual Perſon, 
who would be the Subject of his ſpecial Grace; and every individual 
Perſon that would not.—And he /e, that every one of thoſe, whom 
in ſovereign Mercy He is pleaſed to draw to Cyr1sT (and none but 
they) would come to him, and through him be eternally happy. — How 
unreaſonable therefore, and utterly inconſiſtent with the divine Perfec- 
tions, as well as with the Word of God, is Dr. Johnſon's Notion of 
the Decrees. © ALL the Notion (he tells us) he can have of the 
% Decrees of God is, that he decreed that this ſhoald be the Reſult 
of Things, wiz. that the Righteous ſhould be happy, and the Wicked 
* be miſerable. And he can't but think, that whatever Objections 
may ſeem to lie againſt this from the Foreknowwledge of God, muſt 
* ariſe only from the Narrowneſs of our own Way of conceiving 
Things. (P. 10,) But I muſt tell him, that an inſpired Apaſile 


had quite another Way of thinking. Rom. viii. 29, 30. Who he did 
fereknow, he alſo did predeſtinate to be conformed to the Image of his Son. 
And whom he did prędeſtinate, them he alſo called; and whom he called, 
them he alſo juſtified ; and whom he juſiified, them he alſa glorified. — 
This is the Language of Scripture ; and this a neceſſary Deduction 
from the Nature of 'Things,-— If there be a Gop, hg muſt be om. 
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Righteous and the Wicked, but the State of each individual Perſon.— 


He muſt even number the very Hairs of our Head : he nuſt foreſee, 


or rather ſee, every Thing certainly as BEING WHAT IT 18; and there- 
fore every Event muſt certainly be according as he eternally #zew it 
would be.— This Kowledge of His (as I have before obſerved) muſt 
agree with all his other Perfections; and therefore muſt agree with his 
Will; unleſs we ſhould blaſphemouſly ſuppoſe a Diſcord & Jar among 


the divine Attributes. Hence, a divineDecree with Reſpe& to each in- 


dividual Perſon, neceſſarily follows from the Foreznowledge, or (if Dr. 
Fohnſon won't allow us, in the Language of Scripture to uſe this 
Word) from the infinite eternal Knowledge of God. But we are 
told, that God knew neceſſary Events, as being neceſſary ; and contingent 
Events, as being ſuch. I am ſurprized, to find a Gentleman of the 
Dr's Capacity talk at this Rate. Does he indeed think, that there is 


any Thing contingent with Reſpect to God ? With Reſpect to us 


indeed, Futurities are contingent, and it is from the Defectiveneſs of 


our Knowledge and Power, that they are ſo. But has not he himſelf 
told us with Reſpe& to God, that © by one ſingle Act, one infinite 
5 all-comprehending View, to which all Things that with Reſpect to 
* our narrow limited Minds are paſt, preſent, or to come, are equally and 
te at once preſent. How then, I beſeech him, can any Thing be cen- 
tingent, either liable to be, or not to be, with Reſpect to God, with 
whom they are actually pre/ent, and in View, 

Another Thing worthy of Remark, is the Dr Paraphraſe upon the 
nenth Chapter to the Romans. In which he tells us, that he cannot 
* find one Syllable relating to the future eternal Condition of particu- 
* lar Perſons ; it being only a Vindication of God's Sovereignty in 
* dealing with whole Nations of Men; and particularly in electing 
the Fews at firſt, and rejecting. them now; and calling the Gentiies 
to be his peculiar People, to enjoy peculiar Talents and Favours in 
* this World. (Page 13.)— But I would inquire of him, whether it 
ben't juſtarguing, from the Scwereignty of God towards whole Nations 
of Men (ſome of whom are left in the Way of Deſftruction, while o- 
thers are brought into the Way of Life and Peace) to the Sowereignty 
of God with Reſpect to particular Perſons. 
pretend, that God is ſovereign with Reſpect to Men in general; and 
not ſovereign with Reſpect to Zrdividuals : That he is ſovereign with 
Reſpect to his withholding Grace from the Fews, and not ſovereign in 
the Donation of Grace to whom he pleaſes among the Gentiles. 
Could not then the Apoſtle juſtly deduce this Conſequence from thoſe 
Premiſes, that God as a Sovereign has Right to have Mercy upon whom he 
will have Mercy; and to harden whom he will? And is it not a Fa&, moſt 
notorious and open to every one's Obſervation, that the Apoſtle does 


reaſon after this Manner ?— Dr. Johſon tells us, It is only with 


<© Reſpect to the Beſtowment of certain Privileges and Talents in his 


* Life, that St. Paul is to be underſtood in the Text now cited.“ 


(Page 15.) — But let any unprejudic'd Perſon read the 22d and 23d 
| Verſes 
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I think he can hardly 
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Ferſes of that gps 2 e whether they can perſwade themſelves 
to believe ſuch a Glofs. What if God willing to ſhew his Wrath, and 
to make his Power known, endured with much Long-Suffering, the Veſſels 
4 Wrath fitted for Deſtruction: And that he might make known the 

iches of his Glory, on the Veſſels of Mercy, which he had afore prepared 
#nto Glory — There needs no other Remark upon theſe Words, than 
to obſerve, that if they are conſiſtent with the Dr's Interpretation, 
and if they refer to this Life only, then Words muſt be no longer 
conſider d as Szgns of Ideas; nor muſt we pretend to know the 
Meaning of Scripture, by the Language of it. N 

There is one Thing more, which calls for ſome Attention in Dr. 

' Fohnſon's Letter, which is a long Diſcourſe to prove that there are Pra- 
miſes of ſpecial Grace made to unregenerate Perſons, while ſuch. Upon 
which Subject he challenges his Antagoniſt, with an aſſuming Air, in 
the following Words. Pray, Sir, let me aſk you, Are there Promiſes ? 

* or are there not ? If you ſay, there are not, as your Argument 
« ſeems plainly to import, I muſt think we are laid under a Neceſſity 
of being decezved. For ſurely no Words can expreſs Promiſes, if 
** thoſe of the Scriptures do not. (Page 23.)- And yet after this. 
pointed Challenge, he does in the ſame Page fairly give up the whole 

= Cauſe. © I own (ſays he) that the Matter of the Promiſes, is Matter 

K | * of mere ſovereign free Grace.” And again, Which Right there- 

2 « fore he has granted us (I allow) not to plead in the Virtue of any 

Thing we can db; but merely in the Virtue of what CurisT: hos 

ey done for us, in whom alone it is, that the Promiſes are Yea and A 

+01 « men.” Well then! The Matter of the Promiſes, according to 
3 his own Repreſentation of the Caſe, is, That God will give divine f- 

3 Fcacious Aid, or ſpecial Grace to one, not yet throughly converted from 

| 
| 


Sin to God, upon his being decply ſenſible of his own Guilt and 
Weakneſs, his barneſily coming to God for Help, aud firiving in 
1 earneſt, that he may be gualiſied for God's Help. (Page 25.) This, 
0 according to him, is the Matter of the Promiſes; and in this he him- 
1 ſelf acknowledges God to be ſover:ign : That is, ( if I underſtand 
=_ - what SoweFrzgnty means) God may bytow this Matter of the Promiſes, 
= or may withhold it, according to his own good Pleaſure. Here then 

1 the Debate may end. For I know of no Body who contends for more 

| than zhis.— If now we look into the other Conceſſion of his, the ſame 
+ Conſequence will follow. Are we to plead for the Good of the Pro- 
1 of miſe, not in the Virtue of any Thing We can do? Then it is certainly 
3 true, that we can do nothing by any Sollicitude for Salwatien, by any 
Senſibility of our Guilt and Weakneſs, by any earneft Crics to God for 
Help, or by any Striving that wwe may be qualified for God's Help, which 
will give us a Claim to the Good of the Promiſe, Here then the 
Debate may reſt again. For who contends for more than this ? 
Are we to plead for the Good of the Promiſe, mercly in the Virtue of 
what CHRIS has done for us? I think, Dr. Johnſon muſt allow, that 
none can /incerely do this, without a ſaving. Faith in Chriſt : For how 


can any ſincerely plead in the Virtue of what Chriſt has done far * 
On 
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t fincerely believe in him, and rely on his Merits ? And whoever | 
Wubted, that all the Promiſes of the Goſpel were made to true Belie- 
vers — Once more, Are all the Promiſes Yea and Amen in CnRISH as 
lone 2— Surely then, none can claim the Good of the Promiſes, but 
they who are interefied in CyrisT by a lively Faith. How can thoſe 
that are Neglecters and Rejecters of this Saviour, be Partakers of the 
Benefits treaſured up in him, and to be obtain'd only through him, in 
whom they have no Part or Lot 2—Here then again ex Ore /uo the Con- 
4 troverſy is finiſhed. For every Body allows them to be intereſted in 
che Promiſes, who are intereſted in Chr, the Fountain, the Foundation, 
and the Treaſury of them all. | 
1 The Dr. goes on to argue, If you allo there are Promiſes, where 
131 { is the Abſurdity in ſuppoſing, nay, what elſe can be made of them, 
{ but that God deſigned to paſs over a Right, at leaſt a conditional 
« Right to his Creatures, of what he promiſes them? (1b:id.)— But 
how will this ſerve the Dr's Cauſe ?— They have 20 Right. then, till 
they comply with the Conditions, upon which the Promiſes are made. 
And what are they ? Let Dr. Johnſon ſhew, if he can, one Text in the 
Bible, wherein a Promiſe of ſpecial Grace is made upon any lower Con- = 
dition, than gracious Sincerity in ſeeking. It is true, continued Supplies | 
of Grace are promiſed to the ſincere Seeker: but we are every where 
aſſured, that none other have a Claim to the Supply of the Spirit of 
Chr:/t.—Sincere Seeking is what none but a truly regenerate Soul is ca- 
2 pable of; and therefore none but ſuch do comply with the Terms, and 
"WY have thereby a Claim to the Good of the Promiſe. He that don't aſe 
in Faith, nothing wawering, muſt not think to receive any Thing of the ' | 
Lord. Jam. 1.-6, 7. But we are told, that it is abſurd, tis to | 


3 


make perfect Nonſenſe of the precious Promiſes of God, to interpret the Pro- 

148 miſes in Matth. vii. 7—11, 28. Luke xi. 13. &c. in this View 

| [ Bout wherein, I beſeech the Dr. does this 4b/urdity and Nonſenſe confilt ? 
| Do true Believers ſtand in Need of 20 Fawours from God? Should 
they not aſk them of him? Or ſhould they not be animated to a/+ 
and /zex for them, from the gracious Promiſe of receiving and finding ? 

J 1s there no Door of Mercy, which Believers want to have (at leaſt fiir- 
) 1 } ther) opened to them; at which they have therefore Occaſion to noch? 
| — Is not the Yay in which that Reft promiſed to the heavy laden, may 

be expected, their coming to Chriſt ; which is but another Word for the 

Exerciſe of Faith in him ? Can they therefore claim the Promiſe, before 

1 {3 they comply with the Terms of it ; before they come to Chriſt, and are 

iÞ 3: true Believers in him: Where then is the Nonſenſe of all this; or the 
5 Alſardity of any Part of it — But that this Point may be put beyond 

all Doubt, we may obſerve, the Promiſes, in both the Places quoted by 

him, are expreſly made to the Children of Ged; and the Matter of the 

Promi ſe, (or the Good in it) to be expected from their Heavenly Father. 

They therefore who have no Right to that Character, have no Claim 

to thoſe Promiſes.— The Multitude who attended upon our Saviour's 

Preaching when the Promi/es were made, were not indeed in general 

the CLilaren of Gid by Faith in Crit: Yet there was no I 
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happy State. | | 
To conclude, tho' there be (riftly ſpeaking) no Promiſe of i | 


| Grace to unconverted Sinners, yet there is great | Encouragement, for 


the Unregenerate to lie at the Footſtool of God's ſovereign Mercy, for 
the gracious Influences of his bleſſed Spirit. This is the Way in which 
they are directed to ſeek : This is the Way in which they are encou- 
raged to hope : This is the Way, in which Multitudes have ſonght and 
obtain d: And this is the. on Way, in which they have any Warrant, 

to look for renewing, ſanctifying, and ſaving Mercy. Nor is there any 
Promiſe whatſoever, that can prove a ſufficient Incentive to Duty,where 
theſe Conſiderations fail of that Effeet. 

May the glorious God grant us to experience the Power of his ſpe- 
Eial effectual Grace in our Hearts (whatever ſpeculative Miſtakes we 
are liable to) and carry on his Work in our Souls ; till the Imperfec- 
tion of eur Knowledge ſhall vaniſh away, till our Charity be perfected, 
and Grace compleated in eternal Glory, thro* Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 


and Saviour. | AMEN. 
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